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ol' I'apiiicini t(> iii.s])irc liiscoimti yiiicn.

and iiifnv i'.s|K.'ciiilly tlu' iiiciiilpi'i-s ol

tlic lu^rislativc Hsscuilily. witli coiiniov
to insist U|)i)n tlieir i-i^iitMiml powers.
Befoiv li',' came on the scene tlii' nieni-

bevs of the eleeteil liody could discuss,
di'lilierate and vote, luit tiieir decisinus
aiiioiinted pi'actically to iiotiiiiij,^. t'oi'

tlie (Jovernor, on tlie advice ol' cuuii-

cilliu's of liis own selection, could \cto
evei-y act ol' tile assciidily. Tlie oiilr

I'eilresH was an a|i|iea! to the ('oh:)ni;'d

ottice in l.oiulon, rniiu which a satis-

factory judylllellt was \-ery seidolii

obtained, thus Pajiineau hVcanic the
leader of the people in thcii- ,struei.le

iioainst an autocratic; bureaucracy, and
the chanii)ion of repi-e.sentative' insti-

tutions in Canada.
While Papineau was Speakei', he

was, in fact as well as in name, " The
First Commoner." He was not mere-
ly the chairman of the as.sembly, and
the protector of the ri;L,dits of its'niem-
l)ers, but he would fretnieiitly call

another member to the chair and des-
cend to the Moor to take pai't in tln'

debate He was in fact leadei- of the
majority party.

Thewarof i.S12-l.') between Canada
and the Cnited States had induced Sir
(ieorge Prevost, the ( iovernor of the
time, io adopt a policy of conciliation
towards the French-CJanadians, with
the view of securin^r tluir fealty. This
allayed political a.sperities somewhat,
and the French-Canadians assisted in

repellinjr the American invaders dur-
intr that period. Amonj,' the volunteers
enrolled under the British tlaj,' was
-Mr. Papineau, who was ^'iven a com-
mission as a captain of militia. As
an evidence of his j^enerous spirit, it

is related that while the British forces
were conductinff a portion of Hull's
army from Lachine to Monti'cal as
prisoneis of war, a refrimental band of
the reynlars struck up " Yankee
J)oodle' to ainioy the Americans who
had surrendcired their arms

; whei'e-
upon Captain Papineau wheeled his

company out of line, ileclarini:- he
W(nild not countenance such an insult

to helple.ss men. Instead of bein^
coui't-martialed and re])rimanded. he
was commended liy the ( Jovernor for

his conduct. It was in IM.') that Mr.
Papineau succeeded Mr. I'anet as
Speakei-of tlie I,ower( 'auadiiin Assem-
bly and leadeiof the French Canadian
party. He was then but :'!» yeni'sold,
but his exi'i'y thought wa^ dexdted t<>

pnlilieadairs. \"eneiable oliiciids still

iivinj^-, who sei'Ved as otHcers of parli-

nient nniler ra])ineau, describe him as
one who always .showed ^'reat con-
sideration towards them, ft was his
lialiit when parliament met to visit

every emjiloye thereof, and on le;i\ini'

at the end of each session he would
bid each man a formal farewell.

For nearly ten years Papineau con-
tinned, in and (ait of i'arlianient, his

constitutional strui;';;ie lor responsible
<;-o\(M-iniient, and both in pidilic and
private life he stood irrepi-oaehalile.

In iSlN he married .Mile, .lulie

liriineau, dauf,diter of I'ierre liriineau.

di' (^)nebec.a meiciiant and niemlier of
parliament Madame I'apinean was a
superior woman in intellect and educa-
tion as well as in per.sonal attractions,

and was also a devoted wife and
mother. She bdlowed her husband
cheerfully into exile, and shared all

his privations. .Mr I'apineau's mar-
riae'e was in y^wvy respect a liapj)y

one. .Madame Papineau died at Monte
Hello on the bNtli of A>]<.;ust. I.S(i:i,

nine years before her hiisiiaiid.

Soon after the ari'ival in Canada,
in iStiO, of the Farl of Dalhonsie. the
bower Canadian lei>isLtture was called
upon to provide for the wholi' civil

list of the colony, an undertakint^- to
that etl'ect haviuL,' been made twoyears
before. Though the public accounts
shov/ed an excess of exjienditure over
revenue, Daliiousii' insisteil that the
money for the support of him.self attd

his j;'OVernment should l»e voted i-i}

i>loi\ payable annually durinjrthe life

of the kin;^-. To this proposition Pap-
ineau I'ind his fi'iends objected, holdino-

that the inoiK;,' should be voted in

detail, and that all expenditure ac-
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