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ing eoneerntd or interfled, in any eoniract under, or mth the Com-

pany, if incapable of being elected a Director. In (he face of these

Acts of Parhament, the contractors have placed two of their serfants

upon the Hoard of Direction. Hence wo have a Hoard of Director*

appointed and elected by, and under the controul of tlio contructors,

two of whom are inelegibic for the oflicc; and a Pr<;Hident made so m
direct contravention of the sUtute, he not being qualified to vote at

the election at which he was chosen Director, therefore not now qua-

lified to act as a Director, much less as PrefidenL

And all this is sanctioned and ,8URtained by the Direclors of a cona-

pany rejoicing in the imposing cognomen of "The Ontario, 8imcoe»

^ and Lake Huron Railroad Company," and professing to wield a ca-

paUl of £760,000! Can the citizens of Toronto, and the ratepayers

of the County of Simcoe, under oircumstnnces so discreditable as these,
-

be surprised to perceive how shamelessly their best interests are set

at defiance, and how recklessly all faith with the municipaliUes is

biokea? ;

If in the constitution of a Board of-Directors of a public company -

BO little regard is paid to the integrity, spirit and intentions of an act

of the legislature, what in the slinpe of equilf or justice can the pub-

lic look for or expect from parlies who can thus wantonly lend tl«m-

selves to a violation oCthe statutes of tho c0mUry, either from motives

of a corrupt or selfish nature, or others Which may hereafter shew

themselves. And here let me ask an important question-—Have they

not by this non-compliance with the provisions Al the " Consolidated

Railway Clauses Ac^" forfeited their cliiim to the government gua-

rantee, upon which the hopes ot the contractors were concentrated,

and which they have evinced such anxiety to secure? Or v. ill tlie

government also violate the statutes of the country, and accord to the

contractors this guarantee, which the laws of the land only Artno-

KiSB the government to grant upon the fulfilment of the conditions

dttrf /jromocs stipulated for in the act referred to?

If the municipalities that have become subscribers for Ike stock of

the company—if the citizens of Toronto, who have also subscribed—

if the ratepayers, each one of whom is more or less taxed to pay the

yearly interest as it becomes due upon the £100,000, which taxation

most continue during a period of twenty-one year^ and they (the

rkepayei-s) must be farther taxed to provide the means to pay the

£100,000 to redeem the bonds issued.—If all these parties are con-

tent and willing to submit to such a degrading i>08ition as this, allV

power, or even a voice in the management of a work in which they

have cmbarkcil their funds taken from them, and vested in the hands

ol those whose interest is riot the int<};rest of tlw municipali ties, the

, stockholders or the ratepayers. If th<ty are content to behold obiects

of general good blighted by the mismanagement oC tlvose who liave

other objects in view—if they are willing .to subniit to such an out-

rage upon all propriety—to such a violation of the spirit and prin-
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