
s»

Thli House, regarding the operation of the

present tariff as unsatisfactory, is of opinion

that this country requires a declared policy of

uch adequate protection to its labour, agricul-

tural products, manufactures and industries, as

will at all time secure the Canadian market tor

Canadians ;

And that the flnanciaJ policy of the goTern-

ment should Include a measure for the thorough

and Judicious readjustment of the tariff at the

present session.

Some criticism has been made upon the

wording of this resolution. Some gentle-

men have found It difficult to attach any

Intelligent meaning to the word ' adequate.'

I have noticed on some occasions that tbe

nme bon'. gentlemen made use of the word

and found It good enough to servo their

purpose. Let nie say that the hon. Minister

of Marine and Fisliorles (lion. Mr. Vrf-

fontnine) favours 'legitimate protection.' I

liave Ills language declaring that policy, un-

der niy liand, used by him in a recent cam-

paign in Maisonneure. I suppose that ade-

quate' is quite as definite as 'legitimate,'

particularly when coupled with the proviso

that the protection we ask should be ade-

quate to maintain the Canadian market for

Canadians. My hon. friend the Minister of

Hallways and Canals (Hon. Mr. Blair), this

(Kssion, when Introducing bis Railway Com-

mission Bill, expressed his opinion that It

would ' adequately protect ' our shipping in-

terests. Yet my hon. friend the Jllnlster

of Finance says that the phrase 'adequate

protection* Is absolutely meaningless. I

commend his criticism to his hon. coUengtie,

tlic Minister of Railways and Canals, and

I trust that tbe speech of the latter will

be revised in accordance with that criticism.

I Bnd also that the provincial premiers In-

troduced the phrase three times in their re-

solutions which the government is now con-

sidorinir. Would it not be well for my lion,

friend lie Minister of Finance it he ad-

heres to the opinion ho expressed in

Halifax, to send these resolutions back to

the provincial premiers for an explana-

tion of this moaninpi^ss phrase whlcli they

have used. But I have a better autliorlty

than nil these, one I nm sure my hon. friend

the Minister of Finance will not question.

A certain editor of a newspaper published

In Halifax some years ago, and published

there still, used tlie following strong lan-

guage with regard to the ooal duty :

The coal duty is a confrsscd mockrry—a«

organized hypo.rlsy. The real owners of Nova

Scotia have been fooled, as »c predirtcd they

would be ; they get no adequate proiectlon.

My hon. friend the Minister of Finance,

who wrote that article, does not understand

now the meaning of the rrni 'adequate

protection' wlilcli was then used by him

in that article. That orly shows how some

of us travel backwards in our education.

The MINISTER OF FIN.\N(U^. On both

sides.

Mr. nOUDKN (Halifax). Most of us go

a little forward, but my lion, friend, in this

regard at least, has found liimsolf tnivolliiig

backward in his comprehension of the Bng-

lish language. With these excellent authori-

ties, especially the last, perhaps the Minister

of Finance may be ineiiiu'd to reconsider his

obiter dictum.

Sir, I concur in the eloquent words which

my hon. friend the Minister of Finance ut-

tered in his peroration. We all realize now

the wealth of onr resoiiroos. the siilmidour of

our heritage. It Is true that the Mlier.ii lead-

ers in days gone by did not entertain the

same view of the great west whkh has been

expressed so eloquently by tlie lion, gentle-

man. The great Conservative leaders of the

past had opposed to them men who, in ail

sincerity, saw nothing in tlie province of

Rritish Columbia, save a seji of mountains,

who saw notlilng In our great west but a

land incapable of paying for the oil requir-

ed In operating a transcontinental miiway.

But let bygones be bygones. Tlieso gentle-

men sec now what the groat Consfrvatlvn

leaders of bygone days saw years ago. Wo
arc glad that now we all think alike on this

subject. We have a great country, a great

heritage, and, tliercfore. great responsibili-

ties. I fear not for the future of the west,

nor do I believe that any narrow or sec-

tional spirit now pervades or will pervade

the people of that country. Like the people

of tlie east, they will stand for a liroad and

strong Canadian policy, a iiolU-y which will

give to our producers the advantage of our

own markets, and to onr labonring people a

fair living wage; a polli-y which will lie<'i!«ur


