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pitiable record exists in the Quartiere Nuovo of 
Rome. About the Porta Nigra is no trace of stucco 
or rubble. The huge blocks of which it is built 
stand one upon the other clean-hewn and square. 
No signs of mortar are left, but we see marks of iron 
or brass clamps. Its colour is a warm, deep red, 
softened here and there by streaks of green.

The Porta Nigra has passed through strange 
phases since first it started in life as a city gate. 
Obviously built for purposes of fortification, and 
equipped with towers of defence, its second phase 
was an ecclesiastical one, and the “ spears " 
were indeed turned into “ pruning-hooks ” when the 
bellicose propugnaculum found itself transformed 
into a church.

“Last scene of all,
That ends this strange, eventful history.”

The gate was in 1876 finally cleared of priests and 
altars, and allowed to revert to its original form.

Not far from the Porta Nigra stands the Cathe
dral, one of the oldest in Germany, archæologically 
interesting, inasmuch as it owes its inception to the 
Romans. The Basilica, built by Valentinian as a 
court of law, is clearly traceable in the present cathe
dral, and one reads a strange tale of Romans and
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