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Cracker crooks
caught red-pawed

Dear Editor and Students:

One of the most humiliating, stu-
pidly assinine, yet humourous events
of my life occurred early Friday
morning in the Mountain Pizza Res-
taurant. The event almost resulted in
myself being arrested for pocketing a
packet of crackers that are given free
with a soup purchase.

A friend and myself after drinking
beer at Der Keller restaurant decided
to go for pizza. After ordering our
pizza, we also wanted to eat a sub-
marine while we waited. My friend
and I were extremely hungry, so
somewhere between ordering the
pizza and the submarine we each
took a pack of crackers that were
sitting out open in a bowl on the
counter.

The person in charge that evening
saw us take the crackers but did not
say anything. My friend then ate his
two crackers and I put mine in my
pocket. By this time our submarine
was ready and I proceeded to the
cash to pay for it.

At the register, after paying for my
submarine I was asked if I had any-
thing else. Being slightly impaired
and not thinking of the crackers I
replied no. The staff at the cash then
suggested that they search me just to
make sure. I then very impolitely
said what I thought of that and
walked back to the counter to wait
for my pizza.

My friend and I quietly ate our
submarine, minding our own
business.

It was then that the police walked
by us. We were not paying any atten-
tion to the officers until one of them
asked me to empty my pockets. |
fulfilled his wish and upon seeing the
alleged stolen merchandise, he broke
out laughing. The other officers also
thought it funny. An officer then jok-
ingly stated “Now, don’t choke on
those crackers boys.”" After apolog-
izing for the embarassment, the
police left shaking their heads.

I then paid for the pizza and five
cents for the crackers that I left
behind.

The point I am trying to make is;
what kind of food service tries to
arrest a regular patron who spent
over thirteen dollars on food for a
complimentary package of crackers?

—Peter Millard

The Ontarion,
University of Guelph
October 14, 1986

Bozos boost butts

I've always thought unintelligent
people were strongly discouraged
from attending this university, but it
appears I was wrong. Your Sep-
tember 17 editorial Litter Law Lar-
gess is one of the dumbest things I've
seen in print in some time.

The TTC, in response to rising
cleaning costs, has proposed to ban
smoking and eating anywhere on
TTC property. You argue that the
reason platforms are relatively clean
is the presence of litter containers for
people to throw their garbage in.
Really? Next time you take the tube
just cast a glance at the space
between the tracks. There’s a lot of
garbage down there, roughly 90 per
cent of which consists of discarded
cigarettes and their empty packages.

One can argue about banning
food on the TTC. It’s true I've noticed
the odd Coke can rolling around on
the bus and there are those ubiqui-
tous ugly wads of discarded gum, but
all in all I find these less objectiona-
ble than cigarettes.

It is inconceivable that anyone
with half a brain could defend smok-
ing at any time or place. As an
influential (?) newspaper you have a

By ZENA
McBRIDE

' duty to present intelligent, thought-

ful editorials. You could start by

writing a piece calling for the com-

plete banning of smoking on univer-
sity property.

—George Patton

Woodsworth

The Newspaper

University of Toronto

October 8, 1986

Shut-eyed voting

Dear Quill:

What is going on? What the heck
is the Brandon University Student
Union anyway? Who the heck are
they? They recently held their elec-
tions, and who the hell cares? Don't
go on about student apathy, when
nobody ever stops to explain what
these elected peoples duties will be,
or what influence they will have on
the student body.

As a first year student, I assure
you, I am genuinely confused about
this darn union. Why do I have to
belong to a union when I don’t even
know what they are doing for me, or
what they are protecting me from.
Being a member of the Brandon
University Student Union is com-
parable to that of eating with your
eyes shut. Either way, you don't
know what’s going down, but I'd
sure like to know.

—Yours in confusion,
Mark Huculak

The Quill

Brandon University
October 9, 1986

Aryan Nations
threatens freedom

Editors, the Gauntlet:

The decision of the Students’
Union to invite a representative of
the Aryan Nations to speak on cam-
pus is an attack on the rights and
freedoms of the U of C students and
the people of Calgary.

Students’ Union spokesmen claim
they are inviting Long on campus in
the interests of ‘“democracy’ and to
“expose” the danger of groups like
Aryan Nations. What hogwash! By
inviting Terry Long, the Students’
Union is giving the Aryan Nations a
platform to promote racist and fas-
cist violence. The views of Aryan
Nations are lifted from the arsenal of
Hitlerite Nazism and in and of itself
this filthy racist and fascist propa-
ganda is a crime against the people
and must be opposed.

At the same time, history has
shown that these fascist gangs pose a
great threat to the lives and liberties
of the people. The verdict of the
world's people after the 2nd World
War was racists and fascists have no
right to speak or organize! This is the
only position which defends the real
democratic rights of the people.

The Students’ Union should
defend the real democratic rights of
the students and not allow the U of C
to be used as a platform for racist
and fascist filth. Instead the Stu-
dents’ Union has invited Terry Long
and is now saying that it might with-
draw its invitation only on the
grounds that it cannot defend Terry
Long's “‘security.” What about the
security and dignity of the immi-
grants, the religious groups and all
the Canadian people which the
Aryan Nations and their ilk threaten
by their words and deeds? Where
does the Students’ Union really
stand on this? If indeed they defend
the democratic rights of the students
as they claim, then they should with-
draw their invitation to Long and
take the stand that the University not
be used to promote racist and fascist
ideas or groups.

—Peggy Askin

The Gauntlet
University of Calgary
October 2, 1986




