‘<= Records...

’ Nana and the snake

Nana Vasconcelos Saudades

ECM

The berimbau is a Brazilian
stringed percussion instrument
that has not exactly found aplace
of its own in recording studios
the way the conga drum or
tambourine has. Brazilian
percussionist Nana Vasconcelos
is changing that. Vasconcelos has
appeared on albums with Jean
Luc Ponty, Don Cherry, and
Collin Walcott to name a few.
Saudades, his first solo recording
date for the innovative ECM
label, is among the most unique
and original of the latest batch of
albums from the German-based
company.

Most of the selections feature
Vasconcelos on the berimbau
and various other percussion
instruments accompanied by a
string orchestra, together

creating a sound that can best be
classified (if it must be at’all) as
world music. European and
South American styles are fused
in songs like “O Berimbau” and
“Ondas”’. Virtuoso guitarist and
fellow Brazilian Egberto

Gismonti (who did the orchestral
arrangements) joins Vasconcelos
for “Cego Aderaldo”, a haunting
duet that is as beautiful as the
ones they have recorded on
Gismonti’s own albumes.

The most exciting song on
Saudades is “Vozes”. It starts off
with one voice chanting which s
quickly joined by moreand more
overdubs of the same woice
chanting. The orchestra joins in
and then just at the climax of the
chants, the voices suddenly stop,
leaving the orchestra to slowly
wind down the song.

Saudades is a unique and
challenging album that will
reward the patient listener.

Howard Goldstein Steven Hacker
Whitesnake

‘““Yeah! Yeah!” With these
immortal words, Ex-Deep Purple
singer David Coverdale opens

side one of thefirst ‘Whitesnake’
effort. Although decidedly
unoriginal in style, one has to
admire their complete lack of
“new wave” influence. Which, in
this era of Freddie Mercury in
black leather, does lend them a
degree of distinctiveness.

But even this fails to save them
from their own blandness. There
are nine songs in this package
and the range of lyrical content
extends from flagrant macho
posturing to lurid sexual (or is it
love?) extollation.

On the other side of the coin—
there is some pretty slick playing
and a flawless production. This
isnotsurprising with Deep Purple
alumni Jon Lord, lan Paice, and
David Coverdale. It seems like

these hippies refuse to grow old

gracefully—they can’t even get

indignant about their fate.
Michael Smith

Hey, poet!

Ezra Whitman
The York Poetry Series will be
active again this year, with just a
few small changes. First, it will be
operating from Winters College,
andthereadingswilltake placein
the Senior Common Room
there; and second, they will be
incorporating into the pro-
gramme, several special guest
readers from out of town.
Readings will take place, like
last year, on alternate Tuesdays at
5 p.m. (times may vary with
special guests) and the policy of
Open Readings at the end of
each session. Anyone wishing to
read should leave samples of
work in Peter Robinson’s
mailbox, office $765, Ross
Building.
Tentative Schedule
Tuesday, October 7—Andy

Payne, Peter Robinson, Colin

Smith.

Tuesday, October 21—SPECIAL
GUEST: Jack Unterecker.

Tuesday, November 4—SPECIAL

GUEST: Eli Mandel.

Magician of Lublin

screened
October 7, 5:00 p.m.
Curtish Lecture Hall L
FREE
Sponsored by

Jewish Student Federation
in honour of
the appearance next week of

Isaac Bashevis Singer
Nobel Prize Winner

Vamp out

The True Story of Dracula—Vlad the
Impaler will be screened at 7:30, Oct.
7 in Curtis ‘L’. This knockout extra-
vaganza was made by the National
Film Board of Romania. It’s free—but
BYOF (Bring Your Own Fangs).

Oops!

In last week’s Trich Sankaran piece
the Annual Tyagaraja Festival was in-
correctly annouced for this month. It
will, in fact, take place in March.

CHIQUE PRODUCTIONS
Presents ‘

TWO WILD, WACKY AND

WONDERFUL EVENINGS

Thursday, October 9 and Friday, October 10, 1980
8p.m.tol1a.m.

Location: HOTSPURS Night Club
2180 Yonge St. at Eglinton

Both nights: Yuk Yuk’s Komedy Star
**Larry Horowitz**
and special feature Friday Night only
**THE FORBIDDEN"**
...a sensational, international
night club act

Door Prize: A weekend trip for two to
Montreal including complimentary
tickets to Yuk Yuk’s

Bring this ad for $1.00 discount on Friday.
Free Parking
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NOW PLAYING AT THE
UNIVERSITY THEATRE

12 Excalibur, October 2, 1980

Save $6.05 off the regular newsstand price
J Every monith Photo Life brings you practical fips and easy-
NE to-understand advice on how to think, see and shoot like a
professional photographer. With plenty of opportunities to get |
your own photographs published by entering any of our dozens of photo

Photo Ufe Magazlno contests throughout the year.
P.O. Box 7200, Don Mills, Ontario M3C 219
) Please send me 1year (12 issues) of
Photo Life for $11.95.
( ) Paymentenclosed. ( ) Bilmelater.
( ) Billmy( )Visa ( )Moastercharge
Acct. No.

This Weekend
JERZY GROTOWSKI

Friday, October 3, 1980

The Empty Space and Beyond
the Poor Theatre

Saturday, October 4 and Sunday,
October 5, 10:00 — 4:00

Tickets available at the door
$15/day ® $10/student

For more information, please call
533-8979 or 667-2370

All events held at Burton Auditorium,
York University, Keele at Steeles




