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Once upon a time in the waning moments of the cold 
months of January, I found myself steeped in one of 
those rare educational encounters which also 
managed to double as a stimulating experience.

It was a conference on education called Schools ’70 
and present at the conference was a number of 
students who really gave a damn about what hap
pened to them as the constituent members of the 
great Canadian educational process.

This last Friday afternoon was the only occasion at 
York, other than that Schools ’70 conference, in which 
I felt that I was in a room with a group of students 
who were truly alive and alert to what was going on in 
the classroom about them.

The catalyst for this fleeting moment of stimulation 
was that apparent endurance test to end all tests, 
Natural Science 176A. The topic at hand was a 
discussion on whether to write or not to write a final 
examination. Despite the fact that the students in the 
course were practically assured of a “snap” exam, 
one third of the class chose to walk out.

They chose to do so because they did not feel that 
the content of the course merited the writing of a final 
exam. Here were a group of students willing to 
gamble their As and Bs (most of the vocal students 
had good marks at Christmas) for a cause that they 
considered to be more important than marks. These 
students were willing to stick their necks out in a 
protest which would for themselves net few concrete 
benefits.

At the time of writing, I have no idea on what will be 
the result of this whole nat. sci. dilemma. But 
whatever the outcome, the whole experience has 
perhaps provided this university with some just 
cause to be optimistic. At least we know, that there 
are 40 students wandering around this campus willing 
to get immersed in, of all things, their own education 
— their own lives.

And while on the subject of immersion I just cannot 
resist bringing to you my story of “A Night at 
Dionysus”. For those of you > not yet informed,

Dionysus in 69 is a form of theatre at the Studio Lab 
Theatre on Queen Street which is really more of an 
experience in group therapy than a play.

Last Friday night, after an afternoon full of natural 
science, a young lady (we shall call her Faith) and 
myself perched ourselves right in the front of the 
theatre preparing our souls for whatever events were 
about to pass before our eyes. After a few minutes, 
Faith and myself managed to get separated in the 
milieu of the opening moments of the play and did not 
sit together throughout the evening.

At one point in the production, the character 
Penthius is searching for someone who will love him. 
Naturally, he stumbles on to Faith. Now Faith, you 
must understand, is in somewhat of a dilemma, 
because if she loves him, he will in turn seduce her. So 
as Penthius is lying on Faith and pulling at her to love 
him, somebody from the audience drags Penthius off 
Faith and the two men get into a fight.

More people from the audience then get up and 
separate Penthius from his combatant. Penthius now 
throws himself onto the middle of the floor and starts 
to cry because nobody will love him. A few girls’ come 
up to him and try to console him — all somewhat 
superficially — but good old Faith approaches him 
with an expression of hurt and compassion on her 
face which makes it fairly obvious that for Faith, 
Dionysus had ceased being merely a play and had 
become a real life experience. For the whole evening 
Faith sat there almost in pain at the thought that it 
was her lack of affection that had moved Penthius to 
despair.

But for purposes of making this long story short, I 
would like to assure you that Faith finally did recover 
from her experience at Dionysus. I am afraid that I 
cannot guarantee all of you Similar moments of inner 
reflection, as the whole scene at Dionysus is truly an 
incredible one and an individual one. But if you feel 
like having one of those involving experiences, try out 
Dionysus.

And barring that, you could always try walking out 
of a natural science class. You would save yourself
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PREGNANCY TESTS
j j now available at 

Health Services
Second Floor Vanier Residence

$3.00 Results the same dayi

FREE$2.
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ONE INDIVIDUAL or GROUP PORTRAITHi Neighbour,

Fed up with the high cost£ INYORK

of automobile insurance? 

up to 35% discount
to accident-free students

LEVY & GREEN INSURANCE SERVICES
1111 Finch Ave. W. (Finch Centre) Suite 209

Telephone 636-1550

finch ave SBsi

FINCH
CENTREWe sell and service the Award 

winning Peugeot and our 
specially trained mechanics 
can repair and service all 
imported cars.
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FOREIGN &
FOREIGN-TRAINED FACULTY

ONE DAY ONLY 
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12 to 8 p.m.

on the development of ill
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IICANADIAN EDUCATION STUDENTS: We've arranged to have a 

nationally recognized professional photographer 
at our store on the dates shown below.
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You can be photographed in several poses, and 
pick any one of them for your free portrait.YORK UNIVERSITYS.l 
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DON'T MISS THIS OPPORTUNITYis now receiving
to get a living colour portrait you will treasure always. Several poses 
are taken and Ion cost additional portraits are available for those 
who wish themBRIEFS, PAPERS, SUGGESTIONS, COMMENTS
It s our way of saying Thank You" to our many regular customers, 
and "Welcome" to everyone else. Incidentally, we believe these 
photographs are really something special. They're beautifully posed 
portraits - not snapshots. And don’t forget they'll be in living 
colour, so dress in bright colours.

from any interested students, faculty 
and staff

Task Force office: S618, Humanities Bldg. 
Phone: 635-3273
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messages may be left at the CYSF office in N108, Humanities Bldg.
Phone: 635-2515
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A gift to you fromor

SUPER DISCOUNT DRUGS
CENTRAL SQUARE • YORK CAMPUS
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