CBC

forum
comes
down
home

by Alison Auld

The annual CBC Correspond-
ents Forum has customarily been
held in either Ottawa or Toronto.
This year, however, CBC's sixth
forum was held in Halifax. at rhe
Rebecca Cohn auditorium on
January 4. Moderator Peter
Mansbridge explained the CBC’s
decision to move outside of Cen-
tral Canada as a means of letting
their “real viewers' question the
reporters of Canada’s highesi-
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CBC's talking heads, from your screen to the Cohn. Left to right: Joe Schiesinger, Peter Mansbridge, David Halton, Sheila MacVicar.

rated news program. Mansbridge
seemed to imply that viewers on
the East coast were more consisi-

ent in choosing CBC as their
news program.

The panel consisted of four

Korean prisoner free
thanks to Halifax A.l.

by Karen Bergin

This is an update on the fate
of political prisoner Kang
Jong-hon, profiled in a
November issue of the Gazette.

Kang Jong-hon is experience-
ing freedom for the first time in 18
years. The adopted prisoner of
the Halifax Amnesty Interna-
tional (AI) Group. Jong-hon was
released on parole December 21,
1988 after the Republic of Korea
granted an amnesty to 130 politi-
cal and criminal prisoners.

Jong-hon was arrested in 1975
while participating in a march.
He was sentenced first to death for
espionage under South Korea’s
National Security Law. This
sentence was later reduced to 20
years imprisonment.

‘““There was no violence
involved in the student demon-
stration”, says Lynda Cassels,
Press Contact of the Halifax Al
group. Determining this after g
review of Jong-hon’s case, the
organization then began to work
for the prisoners’ urtonditional
release.

More than five years later Jong-
hon's release has taken place,
however it is not unconditional.
Cassels says the group is “‘not sure
of the conditions” of Jong-hon's
parole, and says it will be follow-
ing his situation in the future.

“Amnesty will work again for
Kang" says Cassels, should he be
imprisoned again in Korea. Jong-
hon has been free now for three
weeks. Japanese by birth, Cassels

believes he may have travelled to
Japan.

Kang Jong-hon's chance at
freedom is a very real success in
Korea today. Alreports document
up to 230 political prisoners pres-
ently being held in South Korea.
The fate of a group of 50 prison-
ers is of particular concern.
“These people have been held in
custody, without charge or trial,
for several years” says Cassels.
Under Korean Public Security
Law, the Minister of Justice has
the power 10 renew sentences every
two years against any prisoner
who has been involved in activi-
ties described as against the state,
and against those who appear
capable of repeating such a crime.
Only a prisoner who has proven
himself to be “thoroughly anti-
communist”, says Cassels, may be
freed under such custody. Accord-
ing to Al reports, two people cur-
rently in jail under this custody
have been imprisoned since the
Korean War. s

However, prisoners today in
Korea may still have more reason
to hope for release than they did
in the past. The Public Security
Law which currently sentences
prisoners without making dis-
tinctions between violent and
non-violent political beliefs is
under réview.

As well, a first amnesty was
granted by South Korea to prison-
ers in October in addition to the
second amnesty made by the
Republic in December, which
freed Kang Jong-hon.

Canadian-based correspondents
and six journalists who operate
out of various foreign offices.
Foreign correspondents included
Claude Adams (London), Patrick
Brown (London), Jean-Francois
Lepine (Middle East), Michael
Mclvor (London), Don Murray
(Moscow), and Joe Schesinger
(Washington). Comprising the
panel of reporters stationed in
Canada were David Halton
(CBC’s chief political corres-
pondent), Tom Kennedy
(national reporter), Sheila
McVicar (Fifth Estate), and Peter
Mansbridge (chief correspondent
and anchor of The National).
Prior to the question period,
each panelist briefly outlined
some of the major issues covered
in the news in 1988. Mentioned
were the war and ensuing famine
in the Sudan, the Iran-Iraq cease-

fire, the earthquake in Armenia,
the crash of the Pan Am flight
over Lockerbie, the .S, presi-
dential elections, and effects of
the Soviet Union's policy of
glasnost.

Following the introductions,
panelists fielded questions from
the audience. ‘The questions were
generally concise and concerned

tissues that needed clarification
and elaboration. Topics ranged
from the future of the Chinese
economy to the deterioration of
the environment and the status of
P.L.O.-U.S. negotiations.

On a more critical level, the
panelists were questioned on the
relevance of programs in which
reporters interview other repor-
ters, the presence of racism in
criminal reports, the lack of cov-
erage of Hurricane Gilbert, and
the problem of journalists who

have insufficient background on a
story they are covering,

Interrupting a series of serious
questions, a young man added a
degree of levity (o the evening, by
asking Mansbridge whether or
not Elvis was, in fact, dead. Mans-
bridge, who had just finished
responding to a question critical
of CBC's special reports, stated
jokingly that a Special Assign-
ment team had been directed 1o
investigate the matter,

The highly informative even-
ing concluded one and a half
hours after it had begun, with
each correspondent providing a
forecast of the future. Sheila
McVicar and Don Murray stated
thar there would possibly be more
international efforts made ar
achieving peaceful resolutions in
volarile regions, such as Iran,
Iraqg and Israel.

Some people sell cheap technology

WE SELL ONLY QUALITY TECHNOLOGY, INEXPENSIVELY!

Brand name computer systems at no name prices. . .

Hewitt Rand 8088

O IBM PC:IT compatible, 10 mhr turbo, 360K floppy TTL
t/s monitor w/on screen clock and blanking

512K, MS-DOS, GW-BASIC and manuals

O 1 year national XEROX maintenance agreement for
fast, local service by qualified technicians.

O Complete systems from $1149.

O Hard disk systems from $1549.

O Free software with system purchase (student ID req’d)

O Epson LX 800, 180 cps with LQ PRINT utility only $299,

O Lifetime guaranteed 5.25” disks $8.99 0 M2 MOUSE w/graphics pkg. $79.99
OData base, word processing, spreadsheet only $21. each.

Free system delivery in Halifax.

Corp.

XEROX is a reg. trademark of XEROX

used by XEROX Canada as a Reg. user.

ATLANTIC DIRECT
Computer Outlet

VISA-MC-LEASING
WE SHIP ANYWHERE

5554 Sullivan St.,
Halifax, N.S.
902-420-1970

(Between Iliseville & Gottingen
south of Young)
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