Devine joins
literacy
bandwagon

WINNIPEG (CUP) — Literacy
has become a focus for national
interest and the province of Sas-
katchewan has jumped on the
bandwagon with those who want
to do something about it.

With one in four people in Sas-
katchewan considered to be illi-
terate — a rate well about the
national average of one in five
the office of the minister of edu-
cation announced it was setting
up a Literacy Council.

“Saskatchewan'’s track record
is not one to be proud of,” said
Lomme Hepworth, minister of
education, adding he hopes pub-
lic attention will build up to the
point where people will support
his council.

The council, which is com-
posed of 18 members, includes
Saskatchwan premier Grant
Devine as chair, representatives
of the business sector (both
employees and employers), and
literacy organizations.

“We're spending a quarter mil-
lion on media campaigns, tutors,
and teaching materials,” said
Hepworth.

Hepworth likes to think of his

The free trade debate held this past Friday in the Mcinnes Room of the Dalhousie SUB was an exciting
match between the pro and con sides. Debators talked according to set rules, eahc side having five to

ten minutes to speak.

these cuts being made are larger
than they initiative taken with
illiterate, as well as one in five
high school graduates.

“We're going to have to decide
what ‘illiterate’ is,” he said.
“There are people who are denied

can't read the instructions on a
bottle of cough medicine.”
“I'would also say a weakness of
the council is that it does not
have representatives from the
native organizations or from
people who have backgrounds in
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council as opening the doors to
the world of the future for people
who are illiterate, but critics say
his office has effectively swept
the rug out from under current
organizations who deal with
illiteracy.

“At the same time they estab-
lished the council, they cut the
many services in the library sys-
tem and the technical colleges
which were a key to literacy,”
said Peter Prebble, the New
Democratic Party’s education
critic.

The Saskatoon and Regina
provincial libraries were forced
to take a 30 per cent budget cut,
and provincial libraries went
down by ten per cent.

“In real dollar terms, this
means that after inflation, the
provincial libraries have a 15 per
cent budget cut,” said Prebble,
who also criticized the govern-
ment for cutting out literacy and
life skills instructors at various
community colleges in the
province.

Prebble agreed with Hepworth
that it is time to look at literacy,
but his overall criticism is “that

job positions because they can't
read abc at job opportunities in
the papers, and mothers who

special education,” he said. “Alot
of people with problems are
learning disabled.”
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B Shoppers Drug Mart
\‘. & Home Health Care Centre

©7:00am-11:00pm daily
(9:00am opening Sundays)

® Free Prescription Delivery
In Southend
e Convenience Food Basket

eFull-line medical & surgical
equipment & supplies

e Sub Post Office
® Photocopier
® Pregnancy Testing

Fenwick Medical Centre
5995 Fenwick Street
Halifax, N.S. B3H 4M2
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Halifax’s only Blues Bar

presents

DUTCH MASON
Sept. 25, 26, 29, — Oct. 3

e
iHead Shoppe  PURDY‘S WHARF
WELCOME BACK TO ALL STUDENTS!

Simply present a valid student |.D. card
to receive one of our STUDENT DIS-
COUNT CARDS, which entitles you to
save 40-50% off all services our salon
ofters for the entire school year!

SALON HOURS

Mon, Tues, Sat — 9 am-6 pm
Wed, Thurs, Fri — 9 am-8 pm

425-0027

Coming
Saints and Sinners
Oct. 5-17
Joe Murphy &
the Water Street Blues Band
Oct. 19-31

Check out our
nightly specials

1669 Argyle Street, Halifax
beside the Seahorse
Visit us tonight!
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