
ipc'PC,
by Mayrgaret Baer

ofThe past, presenyt and future-
ofthe Progressive~ Coniservative

party was the toplc of a Political
Science Undergraduate Associa-,
tion forum last Friday. -

ANbout 70 people came to hear
Dr, Tupper, a. U of A Political
Science prcfessor, give Nis assess-
ment of, new leader, B rian, Mut-
roney, and the recent Gallup Poil

~which revealed that 62 per cent of
decided voters support the Tories.

The position in which the
Tories now find themselves is!
rather new for them, Tupper
emphsized. The 'permanent op-postin> party appears to be "on
the verge of displacing thie Liberals
as the governing party in the long
term," he stated.

.Tupper was cautious in exten-
ding tao much credit for the Tory
resurgence to Mulroney. "There is.
a lot more going on behind the
'savior leading us to the.promised

Sland' story," Tupper stressed.,
"Mulroney is reaping the

benefits of hard wi;rk by his three
predecessors- - Diefenbaker,
Stanfield and Clark," Tupper said.

In addition, there is evîdence
which suggests the infamous
"Tory Syndrome" was being over-
corne before the election of
Mulroney as leader. Throughout-
1983,' during the period of most
obvious internai part>' conflict,
polis showed Tory.support grow-,
ing.

In the past, the continuous
leadership disputes and in-
f fighting have helped confine the

SPC party to -the ranks of opposi-
tion. Tupper voiced -the obvious
complaint when he said, "How,
can the Tories govern'Canada if
they can't gove rn themselIves?"

Tupper described the vicious
circle afflicting the PC party: "It-
loses elections because it's divid-
ed, and it's divided because it loses
elections."

Perhap>, Tupper> sald, the
electorate is now "sa desperate
for a'change, they're willing to
tolerate the internai cohflict."

But what does the 62 per cent,
in the most 'recerit Gallup Poil
meari? Tupper said the unusually
high percentage ' I' camprised
mainly of so-called 1 reluctant
Tories" - former tiberals who
feel the iast decade lias seen the
Liberal party swing tao fitr to -the
left.

iu rg i.ng
The fact M1,ulrormey frequently

tries ta link, the Liberals with the
NI P' with statements ta the effectof "a vote for Broadbenit is a vote
for Trudeau," shows that he is welI
aware of the nature of his support.

Conversely, "there is 'strong-
pressure within the party to ffove
taio theî right," Tupper said,
"Though, Mulroney pays the ex-
pected homage.to Reagan and
Thatcher as required," Tupper
said the PC leader realizes- the
need toý restrain the "'reacionary
tendencies" and stay ýclose ta
centre.

.Tupper evaluated Mulroney's
flrst months -as leader b>' issu ing
him a report card. f or his behavior
withint. e party, lie was given a

"He has been very fair in the
treatment of his opponents,"

,Tupper stated, pcinting out how
Mulroney's efforts to placate the
leadership losers ("the three C's" -
Clark, Crosbie and Crombie> have
helped increase harn'ony within
the party.

Tupper also gal~ credit the
thsrelaxation of tenfsion ta 10e

Clark, who, he said, las behaved
ver' "statesmanlike" in disciplin-
ing his own supporters and work-
ing for the good of the party as a
whole.

In Parlfiment, Mulroney "las
not' done particularly well" and
was thus.given only a "C". Tupper
said this is not just Mulroney's-
inexperience, but a reflection of
the- weakness of Tory research.

Stamp goes to DIE-
b>' Mark Roppel

Gardon Stamp is taking Chief
Returning Off icer Glenn Byer ta
the Discipline,. Interpretation.and
Enforcement (DIE) Board in an
attempt ta have the results of
Friday's referendumn on joinlng
the Canadian Federatlon af
Students <CES) overturned.

Stamps' charges range from a
violation of lis constitutional right.
ta, 4reedom of speech ta Illegal
campaigning activities'on thepart
of the YES conimittee.

Ironical> Stamp signed the
petition ta strike a YES committee.
H. now says le"didn't have a ver>'
clear understanding of what CFS
was." B>' the time Stamp realized
his mistake, it was too late ta form
a NO committee. Thedeciinefor
applications was Oct. 14.,

Stamp says lethen went ta-
Glenn Byer andtold hini"1 want ta
speak in c lassromrs." According
ta Stamp,,-Byer then,.threÉtèned
him witl a $5000 taw suit.

But Byer's account is
-sornewhat- different. Byer says
Staipihformeýd him after the fact
that he t5tathp) had been speaking

-in c>lssi-oos. _ Byer merel>' in-
formed Stamp tirai according ta
'the SU constitution,"anyone who
is found guilt>' of tampering cou Id
be heid finaically resjponsible.»
The cost of the referenclum .was
-about$ S5000. "1 was rhérely létting-
hm know," -said Byer.

Byer said-that if Stamp- ladi
come to -hlm, "spe cial provisions
might have beenmade," 'a nd a-NO
committee formed.

-Stamp's other major corn-
plaint- concerrfs some posters
which he found in the Homne
Econamics Building on Frida>'. The
campaign off iciafly endedi Thurs-
day at 9:00 PM and aIl campaign
materials were supposed to have
been removed by then. -

"fyou're running for elec-
tion you can't have anything up
with you r name on it ýon election
day," sard Stamp. "CES had stuf
up ahl over the -campus.''-"-

1Byer says the VES comnnittee
went to the Home Econonimcs
building' Thursday nigît ta
remove the posters, but the
building ý;was tocked.- Byer told
them ta remove the posters in the
mnorning, "but . unfortunatel>',
Stamp gat there f irst."

- 1tis;urihkelythatStamnpwill be
successfil in his bld ta have the
referenduïm results< thrown out.
Dit Board willI probably not want
to be responsible for another
refemendwuunless they deernthat
the infractionss lnfhienced enough
students te significantly alterthe
resuits.,

Nëvertheless, tiiere will be
some changes m ~ade for future
referendà, says Byvet. I'm sending,
a letter ta Councili rquesting,
changes. There has got to be,
soýeiing to insure thatbath YÊS
and NO campaigns get started."-

However, Mu 1 roney "will. have to,
learn more quickly thari h. las,"
Tupper warned.

Regardlng public policy,
Tupper's grade was "^did not
write". In the short ternfi, this is a
sensible political game. "He's
allowving the Liberals- ta self-
destruct" while the Tories, being
non'cornmital, "can make nomnis-
takes.>'

However, the douùble-edged
sword is an app ropriate metaphor
for this delibefatt' lack of policy.
Drawbacks include inexperience
in policy-making wliich màyprove
costlyif and when the PCs becoine
the government, "They're delà>'-
ing the inevitable," Tupper stated.

1once in power, one of two
scenarlos many occur. Can Mul-
roney constraini the right wing ot
the part>'?

" fHé, might flot b. able to
control this faction bôf the part>'
that knows what it wants' Tupper
suggested.

"or, instead o a quick move

offic
to, the right, the Tories Nmay go the.
other way' n1h hbcase they
would becomne more 1ke the
tLberals,P Le. m~ore economlc
nationàlisminitt0rventi0ft.

Tupper mentloned Canada-
UJnited States relations iii 'par-
ticular. "The C Ih5ervatives ought
-not lô sptak 'S.Olooséfi.-aboui
closer tieswitffbêU.S lteasy
to make r-etorical committvi,nts"
when not in governmn.ent- Once
the Tories discover- reaI4t hey
mîght be forced tb become miore
nationaiistié anid iess continen-
tàlistlc in the sphere of economics.

.Neither of the above
scénarios - a swing right or a
Libéral clone - is in the long term
Interests of the party, sald Tupper.

He vatunteered fig predic-
tion of what will happen. "Ilsee a

er'popular one term Tory
g ovem iment, then we'il wake Up
and corne to aur senses, the.

iberais wiil have resurrected
themselves, and it'll be business as
u'sual."'
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