
CANADIAN COURIER

U R
JFinter Game

L N G
on Eart/z-First of Two Arties.

By H. J. P. GOOD)

ALTHOUGH flotexactly suitable
for tropical
chimes a perusal

of:any decent proportion
of the literature devoted
to curling-a perusal of
the whole would tax the
lifetime of an octogen-
arian or perhaps a
nonogenarian - would
convince anybody that
curling is the most num-
erously played game on
earth-or should it be
said ice? Peradventure
it is hardly correct to,
cail it the Most "popu-
lar," as it is by no means
a "spectators'"l pastime,

Mr. J. D. Flavelle, notwithstanding that it
The famous Lîndsay curier. is not lacking in pictur-

esqueness, so far at least
as the varied costumes, postures an d groupings, flot
omnitting the language, of the plaàyers are Concerned.
But-that it is more generally played than any other
game in the coid countries of the British Empire is
undoubted. The devotees of hockey are numerous-
in Canada-but there are far more lookers-on than
participators, whereas with curling it is the other
way on. There iâ hardly a town of any size in this
country where clubs do not exist, and few villages
where curling is not to some extent practised. Every
section has its, association, but no association, in-
cludes either ail the clubs or ail the players. There
are distributed throughout the Dominion innumer-
able unattached clubs-possîbiy "Coteries" would be
a better word to use in this connection-that owe no
allegilance to any central body. These have their
scratch matches and even their organised matches,
but distance precludes their going in for district
medals, tankards, and so on. Explorers of the. far
north have carried their stones with them, notwith-
standing the addition they have been to their burden,
of which.the lighter the better, and pioneers have
hastened immediately on settling to clear a space
for a wee bit of -the grand auld sport.

I have heard hockey described as. the young
mxan's game and curling as the old Man's. There
is certainly some foundation for the idea suggested,
for hockey, as played hereabouts at any rate, is far
too strenuous for aged bontes and set muscles, but
to relegate curling exclusively to the grey-bearded
and hoary-headed is to, siander a pastime that is
qtuite as well adaptedfor the youth. As a matter
of fact 1 arn rather inclined to. think that maàny a
man would have 'reaped more 'advantage botb
physically and mentally had, he taken up curling
rather than hockey in the earlier days of bis career.
Eowever that may be, that curling is conducive to
activity as well as to steadiness of mmid, to healtb
and to vigour and to longevity is most certain. And
these are by no means its oniy beneficial qualities,
for~ as a promoter of good fellowship, as a friendship
strengthener, it bas no equal. No mnan of warped
faculties can be a good curler. And that it
encourages a Christian spirit-Rev. Mr. Milligan,
whose tirade against the Scottish curlers for visiting
Niagara Falls on Sunday, wilI flot soon be forgotten,
tC> the contrary nevertbeless-is abundantly proven
by the number of clergymen who affect the game.

It has been said that every section of Canada has
its central or goverflifg association. Thbis is true.
The Maritime Provinces have theirs with a niember-
ship of sonie twenty clubs. Quebec has bers with
' r011 of twice as inany. Ontario cani boast in ber
association at least twice and a haff as many
affiliated clubs a.s Quebec. Manitoba can claimi two
score. The Northwesteru .Association, ini spite of
.the prevailig niagnificent distance: anid the requent

1zrand British Columbia a like number. I shali
P'obabîY bc told Ihat hockey can boast in Ontario
I1loae of as many as all these put together. Perhaps,

ýt here are haîf a dozen curlers to one hockey
3"ye-minn T .,A"Jvr.-sdice-hockev as~ an
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came exceedingly near finding myself in a difficult
iabyrinth of doubt. But it still appears to me that
as an active, well sustained species of recreation
curling bas the pull. Witness the fact that in this
city, where the roaring game has haîf a dozen more
or less bandsome covered rinks devoted to its use,
hockey bas not. one that was primarily dedicated to
it or one for even the use of which it is not indebted
to curling. That is sureiy something, for the
admirers of the energetic, dashing game to ponder,
and, in passing, I may be permitted to, say that it
is somnething not 'altogether to its credit.

Curling may be, as it is styled by the Rev. J.
Kerr, captain and chapiain of our Scottish visitors
Of 1902-3 and chaplain of the Royal' Caledonian
Curling Club, and the author of " The Hist6ry of
Curling" and of "Curling in Canada and the United
States"ý-tbe latter being an eigbt-hundred-page story
of the Scottish tri p-the niost characteristic of
Scottish sports, but ' it is >also, a game that Canada
bas adopted as its olwn and adopted so thoroughiy
that itý bas become one of three games in which this
country can lea4 the world, the other two being
lacrosse and hockey. The United States can boast
supremacy in basebaîl, England shares with'Aus-
tralia the honoursý of cricket, but tbis country
eclipses them ail in three different sports-two in-
digenous and one approprîated. At the beginning

,curling was a species of quoits played on ice with
stones smoothed by and foundf at water-courses,
Next, as Mr. Kerr says, came the Giant, or Boulder
age, when the curler took a large boulder or block

Mr. A. A. Stevenson,
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from the river-bed, inserted a rough iron bandie
therein, and propelled it along the ice to the desired
goal. There was apparently considerable 'varietyabout the size and weigbt of the "stane" at tis
time, for we are toid that 6o lbs. was tbe minimum
and '200 lbs. the maximum. It is not astonishing
that in those days the player used but one stone, for
two would have out-weighed, if they did not out-
size, the most ponderous of men, excepting of course
a freak like Daniel Lambert, and of a surety cracked,
aiy but most substantial ice. It was not until the
middle of tbe Eigbteentb Century that the stane took
on a civilised shape, but it was not until a century
later tbat the artistic and even dainty affairs that
now skim along the ice in snug bouses that are
veritable winter palaces came into vogue.

Ice is of course the first requisite of curling and
it is in Canada wbere ice can he found of the best
quality. And tbis is not because of the coldness
of our climate, but because of the ingenuity and
enterprise of our people, who have provided their
favourite recreation with a habitation instead "of
leavîig it to the rude, bleak mercies of generally'
severe and always uncertain elements. That the
sport is best enjoyed in the open air, as the afore-
quoted Mr. Kerr remarks, is possible to, the ultra-
ruggecd, but it is not only possible but absoluteiy
certain that the loyers of the game in this, country
prefer shelter and some degree of comfort with
theirs; and statistÇcs bave not yet shown that life
bas deteriorated or death benefited by the prefer-
ence, wbile it is certain that the gamne bas reâ.ched

c
The Most Popular


