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The British Bluejacket and His Pets
By Patick Vaux, Thundersley, Essex, Englsud
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bad gene on flue, ail the offioersansd mon
and a dog named "Spot,", that helonged
to the master cf the atea 'e.Afewr
ho offered "Spot" to, the Iron Duke'as
the battleship a pet sud the dog was at
once accepted, te live vo bappily on
board with the officerasud stokers sud
blue jackets.

Again bantamn cocks sud bons are
sometimes mado pets cf, sud a very funny
story la bold cf a "banty" tbat was sud la
the favorite cf a warsbip 'wich engaged
lu one cf the flghts against the enemy.

This "lbanty" was Uic cheekiest sud
coekicat ittie "banty" ever seen, sud la

su u thùs day. But Uic lime came vben
ho suddenly lost al bis "swank" and
pride sud boastfuineas, ail bis swagger
and seif-conceit.

Wben the British warship began te
fight, sud shot sud abeil slruck ber,
"banty" forgot ail about bis make-

believe bravery and took 10 bis ving
inreal fright. hoeflew int9qthevyit
hole that he could fiad, and thiswu thei
mouth of one of Uic ventilator leading~
fresh air to the deck 1elow. When after
the battie strange noise were heard
coming from this ventilators, sud "banty"i
was hauled out of it, he presented a very
humble and bedraggled appe.ace, for
the sea water had ben spSShi8c'down il.
He was full of misery snd lus tanl feathera
drooped. But nov, Ubecuse hebhears no
more guns thundering and nu more shelae
bursting in deafening shrieks,"bty
struts around and makes ail merry wth
bis old brag aud boasîfulnees.

Yet, perbaps, aniong the queeresl pets
to take to ses are Uic opossum of H.M.S.
jSuperb sud the Aretie fox which was
presented by the- ex-Czar of Ruasia, to
one of the British battieships that visiled
the Baltic before the war.

After ail, Ibere is Uic queereat of ail,
Dennis tbe pig. For a miasw, for a long
lime one cf the pets CoUfAeain Britde
mau-of-war.

About two, bours after the Geimantcruiser, the Dreden, w88, uDk at Robin-
son Cruoe's island, Juan Fernandes in
the Pacifie Ocean, off Chile àa signalman
f the British cruiser, theGasom

a pig frorn the Gernman ai a tl
swnnýmiag abmtinthe vater,thg vr
feebly nov, and close to the.cier. A
etrung curent wus runmng, Mnd the. mus
were tumbling about, yt one f tii.
bluejacketa dived ovors ai into the
water and helpeci the exhuted ainmal
a boat vas lowered at once, and both ti
soma ansd tie pig uer. quickly resoed.

The men of the Cruliserin *
took the ig lo be their dIUI!,r
much talkmgu it vas naandDenwsfo
Ireland ina rand of DMIga, Md Denis isa
favorite name in Iiaa. Deoei wu
weil fed by the. So&kin . pllquy, snd

the bluejaoketa' messe on th. lover dock
always colected ail that u aleft of theu
meal, tbe acrape snd BD on, liat are Put
in the.refuse ornuHage bina, and lthepi
lhrived weil and gut fat. I uams
wonderfully fond of eatingbiofol

.1

"H. Who loves animals may walk witb

A saying cf th.e stremadura. I
Uich British Navy Uiere lsaa

=reat "Ikg for pets cf ail
kid.It ilathehappy sbip

1 1 that has a pet, for Jack must
I 'have sometbing on board with

Iiim on whlch he can bestow kindnoss and
mae, snd, because, toc, he has a very
gret fondne5w for animais. So, as of ton
as not, a British warsbip, whether it lsaa
littie vesse1 of 'two hundred tons o1 a

at battleship, Of twentY Uioussnd tons
a saecial pet of hor own, wbich ber

men look after, each une, as if Uic animal
is hie very own.

Sometimes folk may tbink that Uic
British Bluelacket la cruel, afler having
seen a party of "liberty" men, that la
mon on leave ashore, havi* arumipua
with Uic donke3rs sud teir [rivera along
the beach of some watermng-plaoe. But
these folo are vboily wrong. British
Jack la the very opposite cf being cruel,
tbougbho lai very high-siflted esPecialy
when ashure on leavelor a lew heurs.
Re doles. on pets, fi'om a parrot lu a
monkey, Or a tabby eat, down to a cal,
a sbeep or even Uic hideous puft-adder.

Dogeansd cals, howevor, are amen g the
Most popular pets cf the British Blu-

jce.Axnong the doga perhaps the best
knwnl the buildog that belongs te

H.M.S. Tiger, for ho was lu Uic great
battie off Jutland, May 31, 1916, Qhat
ended in a victory for Acliriral Jellicoe.
Tbough, by ail accounts, Jumbo, the bull-
dog, did not win renown in the flght.

Before the engagement began the men
cf Uic Tiger were greatly îroubled as te
bow tho iship's pet would lake the terrible
crachin g sud quivermg when the enemy'a

pr hcto it their linge warsbip; sud
their commander came te the rescue. Ho
ordered Jumbo's ears to be flled vith
cotton wvadding, sud bis besd wrapped
round and round lu thick shawis, just
as if the buildog was suffering from a
very nasty cold sud toothache intoUic
bargalu. Thon two youne seamen, Wb10
were net very weil, were.directed te tako
"9Bullio'P te a room deep down lu Uic bull
cf the vessel, which was the quieteSt
place lu ail the ship.

"1Jumbo,"' however, had nu fancy lu be
treated like a sick thing, sud growled
sud struggled fcrociously, tili Uic great
guns began te thunder. Thon, viien the
onemy's shelsansd other projectiles feUl
lu deafenine thuds agaluast the thick steel
docks and ides cf the warship, he became
al cf a sudden, as quiet as could be, sud
began whiiàilug sud licking the hands cf the
two seamoen wbo were itting on each ide
of hlm, holding him by the paws sud Uic
neck.

Master qJumbo, was net se brave sas
the tabby cat cf suother warship that was
lu that great flght. When tbe baIlle
was raging, sud the warship was fling
as fast as she could, and was being bit,
toc, by the German shot and sheil,
Mistregs "Tabitha11 made off sedately
to ber own particular place, carryUg ber
kitten lu ber mouth. Here inber own
iittie bed-placo she was found fast asleep,
long before the engagement was at su
end. It was lu a box en a lower shelf
in the pantryof Uie wardroum, whoro
the officers rive. And net only the
wardroomn but part cf the pantry, toc,
was already born to bits bya fe
shot passlug tbrougb the warsip ileel.

Monkeys sud parrots also are often
found among the pets cf the British naval
seamen, for both cf tbem are very amusiug
and make laughter, sud se help Jack to
pass the long weary hours of monotony
on board bis ship. 0f ten in the mon-
of-war- leavmng their station, or pari
of the ocesu where they bave been sent
to, in the warm cimates, the mess deci
where the bluejackets livo and eat and
sleep, is like a smail menagerie with
parrots and monkeys. For on such au

<waifthe commander or senior execu-
t jve officer as ho la often called, wbose
permission bas te b. got for pets te be
hrought on board, seldom hold back his
consenft.

()ceasionally there are pts in the
1 it ii Navy that are adopted by a crew

1 11 i1range circumstances. M-'hen H.M.S.
liî>îîDuike as on ber trial ruma, ahe

reeu il a stearnship, Scotsdyke, that
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