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THE RELIEF 0F ARMENIA.*

The situation in. Arinenia is simply appalling!1 No words cati describe
the suifering wvhich these Christians in the land of the Turk are experi-
enciîîg daily and hourly. In the dead of wvinter, wounded and weak and
weary, mnany of thieni without homes or eveil a place of shielter fromn the
wintry blasts, barefooted and almost nakzed in the snow, they are likewise
perishing fromi hunger by thousauds. Ail Christendoin bias been tbrilled
Nvith horror at laies of robbery, rape, and niurder, whici lias been beaped
upon innocent and defenseless men, wvonien, and ehidren. In a single
province a Moslem official underestimnates the total killed as nearly 40,-
000 men, women, and children ; of these 30,000 were imurdered outriglit,
and 10,000 perished in Vtheir «burning homes. Besides this deaths fromu
cold and huinger (in the one province of Ilarpoot, remember) number about
10,000 more. W\omen violated and abiused in unspeakable ways rnuinber
nearly 6000, and those forcibly circumcised (converted to Islam) are over
15,000, besides 1500 woineni and girls consigned to.Mosiexu harEms. The
.heroism with -wbich hundreds-nay, thousands-have stood -.eady to suifer
the most horrible and ignomiuious tortures, and to subniit to a lingering
death, rather than deny their Lord, inakes themn worthy to bc addcd to, the
inemnorable list of the « lieroos of faiLli" (Ilebrews 11). Christian pastors
have unflinchingly faced death aud called upon their congrgaios to follow
them ; wonien bave by hutndreds soiighlt death rather thanl subinit to a
~vorse fate-surely these are they " of whoin the world wvas ixot wortby."
No one 'with a spark of Christiamuity or even of hunianity in them ean read
these tales of persedution ivithout being uîoved to his inmost soul with
sympathy and a desire to help them, and yet there are thiousands in Chris..
tia lands who have not as yet Iifted a lfinger Lo relieve the distress of the
survivors. Ia the province of Ilarpoot nearly 100,000 Armienians are des-
titute of the baro necessities of life, and iii other parts of the country
there are tbree times as iuany more. Many have generonsly responded to
thc cail for help, and muchlibas been done to relieve the suiferers. From,
the first, nioney sent froma Ainerica and England lias been distributed
through the meubers of tbe Br-"nhl Embassy and the American mission-
aries. Aimid direst peril thesù missionaries, mien and womeon, bave stooc7
nobhy at ti rposts, and thus have becu the one hope of the Armeniaun'
Now that th1ep Red Cross Society bias, eatered the work, the dloor bias
been opened to distribute food in new ceuters. The method, of relief work
is generally to establish soup kitchens and brcad bakeries, employing large
numbers of the sufferers in preparing food and clothing. About tweaty
relief stations are ini operation, and $j200,000 bas already been expended in
food and clothing, but not more than one baîf of the. d,ýstitutc are yet
reached. Ouly about one Io two, cents a day is needed to keep a mn
from starvation, but this means $4000 to $6000 a day. At Van alone
16,000 gaher ecd day who, bave no other means of subsistence thau that
offered by the xnissionaries. The nced is most urgent ; competent and
reliable agents are ready tc' receive and wisely distribute the aid ivhich is so
sorely needed. It is heartrending to sco tlue suifering of these people
without the means to relievi, them. No man, voinan, or child can aiford
to lose the opportnnity to give sometbing to tiuis cause ; give it NOW !t

* Valtmablo information tegnnIng the 1Ilaarc- eM' T'tution. and Relief WSlk in Armeia Mray
bc foti ln the foilowIng - -Wu, Rlo of tho Tzuri." by F. D. Groene (PutnanO: -('hriglian Lié

entreMyaziné Webraw7, 1806): ; ndepsndeiit ,ýMarch 5th, 1896),* alsn wvckly edition5 of the
t Suma la an y ainoumis from onme cent upivard %% fl bo roceived andi forwarded wltmout delay, if

sent te the Managing EItor of tIls Ravniiw, or to Vrxmk Il. Wlggiii, 1 Sonmcrtet Street, Boeton, or
te Bron Brothere, cwYork (Agents for Red Crossi.
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