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'THE GRADING 0F LUMBER.
TuE CANADA LumiiERMAN bas always contend-

ed that unit orm rules of inspection are a great
necessity of the lumber trade of tbis country. It
is with much satisfaction, therefore, that wve learn
of the steps proposed to be taken by the lumber-
men of the Ottawa valley to formulate rules for
the uniform grading of the product of the milis
of that district. It is boped that the originators
of this important movement wvill receive the
hearty support and co-loperation of every manu-
facturer and dealer.

In the Ottawa valley, as elsewhere in Canada,
each individual manufacturer has, in the past,
made his owvn inspection. This individual in-
spection bias, we believe, been mlore nearly uni-
formi in the Ottawa valley than in other lumber-
ing districts of Canadi where the miilis are more
scattercd, yet the s tnufacturers there have at
last recognized ini a pi -tical wvay the benefits to
be derived from ail absiiltely uniform standard
of inspection. It is only natural to expect that
other districts will follow their example, and that
the question of national, or, failing this, pro-
vincial inspection, for the varions timber pro-
ducts will receive consideration ini the early
years of the twentictb century.

Mucb bias been said regarding the advantages
of standard grading. Perbaps the greatest benle-
fits wvould accrue ini connection ivith our foreign
trade. Foreign buyers could then order lumber
by grades and know exactly wvbat to expect.
Should a dispute arise as to the quality of the

lumber, the adopted rules would stand as an
authority, and the duty of the courts would be
to determine wvhether the lumber came up to the
standard as laid down by the rules.

May uniform rules for botb pine ond hardwood
lumber soon Lie establisbed in Canada.

MEANS 0F DEVELOPING THE CANADIAN
PULP INDIJSTRY.

IN common svith al other lines of manufacture,
there bas developed a shortage in the supply of
pulp. Tbe price in Great Britain fias been ad-
vanced from ten to twventy shillings per ton as
compared witb last year, and the Scandinavian
pulp manufacturers bave increased tbeir price
for contract for xgoo. These facts, coupled witb
other recent developments, bave created a mark-
ed revival of interest in the Canadian pulp in-
dustry, and a question much discussed is the
most efficaclous policy to be adopted to assist
the dcvelopment of the industry.

The present policy of the Dominion govern-
ment permits pulp wood to 1-e exported to the
United States free of duty, wbile the United
States government imposes a duty of about
$1.66 per ton on mechanical pulp and $6 per
ton on chemical pulp exported into that coaintry
from Canada. These conditions certainly do
not favor tbe growth of the Canadian pulp in-
dustry. Tbe United States is to somte extent
dependent upon Canada for a supply of pulp
wvood to keep ber pulp milîs in operation, and so
long as this wvood can be obtained free of duty,
very little manufactured pulp ivili be imported ;
but shut off the supply of pulp wvood and the.
paper manufacturers there must necessarily im-
port puilp from Canada to mneet their require-
ments.

One metbod of eqnalizing the conditions
would Lie to place an export duty on pulp wocad
leaving tbe Dominion equalling the import duty
on pulp imposed by the United States. This is
a course wvbich bas long been advocated, but
wvbicb bas met wvitb opposition from the farmers
and jobbers wvho take out pnlp wood during the
winter montbs and dispose of it to United States
concerras. It wvould not seem, bowever, tliat
their means of livelihood wvould in any way Lie
affected by the imposition of an export duty.
Tbe only difference would be that the pulp wood
which tbey take out would be manufactured into
pnlp in Canada instead of in tbe United States,
tbus affording employmnent to Canadian wvork-
men.

Another policy wvhich bas miany advocates is to
bonus bome manufacture. The present stump-
age dues on pulp wvood in New Brunswick
amnount to about 6o cents per cord, and in
Ontario and Quebec to 35 cents per cord. The
proposition is to raise tbe stumpage dues to $3
per cord, and on ail wvood manufactured in the
Dominion allow a rebate Of $2.65 per cord. The
advantage of tbis course would be that the Do-
minion governmrent would not be brougbt in con-
flict ivith the provisions of the Dingley Bill.

It is understood that British capitalists wbo
bave been invcstigating the possibulities of pro-
fitably manuifacturing pulp in Canada bave
takcn cognizance of tbe unfair relations ivbich
exist as between Canada and the United States,
and banve beld aloof froni investment on this ac-
count. It is said tbat tbey bave even caused re-
presentation to be made to the United States

government looking to the reduction of the dut>'
on pulp and papier. Granting this to Lie the anse.

t be Dominion goverrament sbould declare its
policy in this importrnt question before tbe
British pulp and piper manufacturers pny their
proposed visit to tbis country next summer.
Mr. S. C. Phillips, wvbo bas just returned to
England naltcr completing arrangements for the
visit, states that one object in view is to investi-
gate wbat the British paper .makers are mucli
interested in, namely, the best source of supply
of wood pulp. Tbat tbey are turning their at-
tention to Canada for tbeir supply, wvbich a few
years ago wvas obtained almost exclusively from
Scaîîdinavia, is an index of the future importance
of tbe pulp and paper trade of tbis cotintry.

SHORTAGE OF CAP-%
IN past years freigbt car sbortages bave been

known, but it is doubtful if ever before tbe
supply of cars was so out of proportion to tbe
stock waiting movement as tbis.year. In nearly
every brancb of industry this shortage bas been
experienced ; in the lumber trade it bas been
acntely felt. Tbe commerce of Canada bas not
alone suffered fromn tbis condition ; it bas ex-
tended over tbe entire continent.

Tbe cause of this general shortage in car
supply is, we believe, Iargely attributable to the
rapid expansion of trade witbin the past two
years. Until tbe carly months of 1898 tbere
were few, if any, signs sbowing that the period
of depression wvas drawving to a close. Towards
tbe middle of tbat year there wvas a partial
revival of prosperity, wvbicb in less than one
year culminated in an almost unprecedented im-
provemient in trade. During the period of de-
pression the railroad companies operated tbeir
property at small profits, and consequently
added to their equipment as little as possible.
Wben a wave of prosperîty suddenly swvept over
tbe country, tbey endeavored as far as possible
to increase their rolling stock, but tbe increase
was by no means proportional to the augmented
quantity of freight created by tbe opening of
factories long idle and tbe establisbment of new
industries. A partial car famine wvas tbe natural
result.

Wbile admitting tbat the inadequate supply of
cars is the result of abnormal conditions not
witbin the control of the railway companies, it
wonld seem tbat tbe luniber trade has not been
given that consideration by the railwvay com-
panties to wbicb it is entitled. To some extent
lumber bas been side-tracked in favor of other
commodities. The Canadian railway companies
bave given precedence to tbe carrying of grain
froni the west to Montreal and otber eastern
sbîpping ports, and have neglected local ship.
ments of lumber. This bas been donc in order
to get the grain into Montreal and loaded on the
vessels before the close of navigation. Locail
lumber sbipments entirely dependent on rail
transportation were allowed to wait the con-
venience of the railway companies, presumably
to be moved when the sbipment of grain should
cease and wben there sbould be less freigbt to
be carried. The local business, it would seem,
bas been to somne extent starved in order that
tbrougb freight migbt Lie accommodated.

Wbat bas been the effect of this cat shortage
upon tbe lumber trade ? This question impresses
upon ns the serions nature of an insuflicient car
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