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dead, it may be said, the tesnmption, under God's providenes, of this
Scminary of =asred Jaarning, which was wisely inetitnted by the Fathers
of otz densminatian in thie pravinee, sad ea effisiently and soaccesfully
eandacted, while life tamainad, by the distinguished person wha preneded
me in thia Chair, and who has asw, wo truet, as a gond and faithfi] et
vant, enfered intothe oy of his Ionk.  Anl with epeeial ploaasare and
cordiality, do 1 welcame tn mur Divinity Hall, ae my fnllaw.students of
‘Thealagy, those Ingenneme poaths why, in singlences of hoart, 1 we are
bowund to batieve, and from anlems, gratefal zaal (4 the glory of their
Gl and Redosmar, and the enlvatinn of the svale of their falinwemen,
are dasirgny to dedisate thamaniver 1o ths work of the inintatry, cach
raying, with devout humility, * Lord, hare am §, send ma*  “The Anrel
which sodaimed Jacab fro1n sl evil, blese the lnfa—impart unta them
plentifully his solottont gifte and gracsas—wlitoct nnl aid, and prozper
abundantly their preparatory studies, mako thom in dae titne able mine
ietern of thy New ‘Testament : awign them pattions for coltivation in
his vineyard ¢ tenfor them Instrnental in turising mnny unte righteons.
ngas, and, afier lives of honnur and happiness hate, exalt them 10 hine
as wintx i the fismament for ever and over.  * Them that hunout mo 1
will hineurs”  # Verily, T aap unty you, thero is nv man that hath left
hiy1se or brethreen, vr sisters, or father or mather, or wife or childeen, or
lande, for 1y eake and the Gaegal'e, lut shall teceive an handrad fold
naw in this thine, houses end brothren anl mators, an b mthors and ohils
deen and Innde, with perascutions, and in tho world tv eame cternal
lifas

The rndige on shich we nta abous 1o enter, or rather which wo are
ahaut 1o prosecate, (for, nlas! if 1o any of ue they ke new,) aro of a
himd which, surcly abovo all athers, beth demand and deserve onr closos
ent and mas mrdiduous atention and applieation 3 anil that not enly during
tha fow short wocks wa hpe to comnune with oue anather in this
place ; nor even during the yoars, pethaps still fewer, wo may bo dea.
tined to spend in tho eanthly house of this tabernacle below, and dur.
ing which ont highest privilege §s to behold only aa ina glaes darkly,
any of those sublime subjects to which aur investigations are*directed ;
bt alss, theongh tho whiale of that glorivns immoantality brought o light
by the Gospel, and, to use the beastiful words of Melancihan, in * that
cterual acadamy™ of angele, and tho apirits of just men made perfect,,
to which w hope, throuzh grace, to be alimitted, and there to be agso-
ciated with the highast, yet hanblest and most ditigent order of stul-
ents, who unceadngly desire to look into the thinge which have a height
and a depth, and a lengih and a broadth, which usast forever pass tho
knowlcdgs of all finito and created minda,
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It ie t00 vbvious 1o requite remark, that if the pursuit of knowledge
be deotned cuploymentpeesaely worthy of intelligent beinge, and if the
higher and purer tho objects 1 which that kuowledge relatus, the worthe
ier tko cinployinent bo reckoned, then sazely our inquirics touching the
boing anl perfactions of the fufinite and cternal Goid, aad the works ho
has performed, and s continually parforming —above all, the most mar
velluus and glorious of his works, that of sedemption ; and the relations
sabsizting between himeell and hin creatures, espocially those of n mo-
ral and spiritual nature, subsiating between himeolf and his new creas
turcs, by virtue of that saperuatural aod gracious sevnomy, of which
they have been made the subjests, and in which, at onze, his glory and
thsir duty and happiness, are essentially involved —such topics must,
without controversy, and begond camparison, be the most digaified and
cunobling about which ft is poasivle far morials, or indeed for beings of
any 8011, to bo ongaged.  Again, if it be admittal that the exerciso of
our facultics, especinlly on sabjects of an clovated description, is fitted
1o train and tnvigorate thave faculties, and give a hvalthful tone to our
wlhslo intellectuat nature, and is thus, apatt from all consideration of the
kanwledge acquired, amonst salutary and beneficial mental discipline ;
surely this highly important abjeet never can bs a0 advantageously se.
curod as by a humble, carnest, persevering, and withal reverential appli-
cation to thoss glorious themes to which referenco has just been made.
But the chief recommendation of the study of divine truth, romains still
to be mentioned  That truth §a the great instrument by which, in tho
hand of the Spirit of Truth, the moral renovation of our naturo is effect
ed—Yy which men ard turned, not only from darkness unto light, but from
sin uato holincss, restored to tho imags of God, and made progressively
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meot for sorving and onjoping him both here and hereafter.  That truth
is thos evidently, at the eame time, the groat eamtoe fram which, by the
aids of Divine geasn, all onr epirisual evmfort mne be deasen, True, it
may be said, bt for the attainment of these high and holy ende, thet ex-
ast, and, as it wete, sxiontifie stdy of Divine truth, te which Theolngians
atlict themealves, I8 not peqolvites on the contrary, thess bleseed ob-
jrets may be raatised by tho luunblest Lelievere, by metq bahee {n Chelet,
whe knowledeo of ths Gospelescheme, i of the eimplest and maat
clementary kind.  Wo gladly admit the juxtness of this refresentation,
and blaes God that snch ie the caza. Dty if even a limited, Indistinct,
and onnfusad acqaaintanee with Divino truth bo in the experienco of the
wankest Christiang, attonal with such boased convequences, it is sntely
quite reasnable to suppraso, that where the sama truth ix moto fally,and
accutatoly and cannsetelly ambracsd, tho same practieal conzequences,
tant In A sill highor dsgres, shaobl rosult  Perhape, however, we may
bo temindal, that theas consaquences reenlt nat from the trath alone,
hawever it may bo stulied anl wndorstoad, Imt fewn that truth accome
panted by the inflaense of the Haly (Shast.  ‘This we desite at all times
Tsmbly and desoutly ta remamber.  Tat noither is there hiero a valid
objostian 1o our prditinn.  For thoss infinences may reassnably ba ex-
poctel to be vouchaafed tn the dilizent, accompliched, anl sncccacful stu-
dent of Divine truth, quite asreadily and almndantly nstothnes whoee at-
tainmntain knawlelgonreninre slonder. Nay, who conld refute us, were
we to o fuether and say that, sspposing other circumetnnicat 1o be oqosl,
osprcnily anppasing like forvent prayers ta be presented, it might bo
hopad that the enmmunieations of Divine cece wonld bear some pro-
pattion 10 the ditigance and assiduity with which ono dovoted himealf
1+ tho atmly of the Divine wonl; and that thus we should sce, practically
Nudteatedd, the ermnection between growing in gemee, and growing in
tho knowleda of onr Lard and Saviour Sesue Chrint? The nnalogics of
the natugal worhl woall countenance mach views of the spiritual,  The
produze of the fiehl resulte not from tha labour of the hasbandman, withe
aut the blessing of Him who givath rain from heaven, and fruitful reas
song, yot ha who sawa huntifully reape alad bountifally, and tha hand of
the diligent agriculturist maketh rich.

“Tie preceding considerations are genéral, and admit of applicatien in
the case of all,  But thero Is manifesily a special finpontance anaching
10 the stuldy of Theology, in the eaew of those who aro to eagago in tho
oJise of the ministry. [t is,in facl, their profossional training, It is
that which i« (o prepare them for the calling of their lives.  And here,
while wa trust each ofue in eager 10 repudiate such Jow and sontid ideas
as that of teaening an att for procazing a livelihood, and gaining A sta-
tus in saciety—=all which nay, in genoral,bo more casily and certainly
acquited by same sceular avocation—yet as it is incumbent on every
man to sitive afier oxzellenco in whatevor he undortakes, and especi-
ally, as a minister of Jeans Chriat, chiarged with the highest and holicat
commission, and unler respondhilitics tho moat solema and awlul,
ought, heyond all men, 1o bo solicitous that ho be preparesd, becomingly
to acqait hitnvelf, leat, theough his fnaptitude and inefficioncy, tho hon-
oar of the Rodaemar's causy shoald ba tamnished, and detrimant done
10 tho atemal interosts of men's moulss 80 1t s ohwioualy the dictate, st
once, of reasan and religion, that every ono conte:nplating tho sacrod
office, should, before essaying the teaching of others, assiduously la-
bour to bo himeelf thoroughly versed in tho glorious aystem of truth
exhivited in Divine revelation.  How otherwiso can he hope to becomo
n workman that noedeth not 10 bo ashamed, qualified rightly to divido
the word of trath 1 Hero a lesaon inay bo learned from tho children of
this world, who ate wiso in thelr genaration, and wiscly diszountenance
cmbacking in professions without duo preparatory cducation. It muy
agan, howovor, bo alleged, that without disputing the comeciness of any-
thing that has been advanced, but on tho contrary, readily admitting tho
transzondent and incomparadle digaity and Importance of tho study of
Divine trath, and the special appropriateness of such study in the caso
of thysn who aro to be professivnal teachers of religion, still it scems
unaccountable that such closs, assiduous, and continuous application
should be required for becoming duly acquainted with such & subjec’.
1t is sometimes asked, Is not that subject one in which all men, even
tho weakest aad most illiterate, have tho doepest personal interest?
And can it be supposed that, when God vouchsafed a revelation o man-
kind, he would not doso with s dignified simplicity resembling tkat with



