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 The Three Ventitres and the Order in
 Which They Are Made—Daly’s
Fourth Venture. ke
Soon after the gambling games had
_been closed at midnight last Saturday,

- a party of sports collected around the

table in one of the private dining rooms
_of the Hoffman house. Wher they had
““eaten their meal, beer and cigars we.e
~ setved, and for a couple of hours they

beguiled the time in telling stories and

~ recounting personal experiences.
. “Itis your turn now, *!said" a faro
dealer to a gambler who Tuns a roulette
wheel. ‘“‘Tell us of something that-oc-

- —curred when you were grafting with-the | Pl

~ ''but, instead of telling what I did to
- others while I was in the shell business;
~ Tthink that it would be more-interest-
_ ing to relate low I, myself, ‘played and
lost “against the game. :
“In the 'summer of 1879, indeed on
‘the 9th day of July of that year, Bar-
num’s circus came to the Ohio town in
which I nhad been' born adnd raised.
Then I was "employed as a clerk in the
county auditor’s office. For “some
. months T had .been courting the pretty
daughter of an estimmable widow, who
taught schoo!: On the afternoon of the
day to which I refer, my _swéethearf and
——f-weut-to-see -the . eireus. - Upon-enter:
- ing. the grounds, about the first-thing
which attracted my attention was the
shell game, I had heard trequently of
this swindle, but until the occasion of
which I speak I.had never seen it
worked, and knew nothing of its de-
tails.  Then "grafters enjoyed greater
pivileges than they do now. Circus
owners and managers considered shell
ames Jegitimate money-making side
ines,  and they -were let out on a per-
centage basts, as were the peanut, pop-
corn, lemunade~and toy.balloon conces-
sions, . The law seldom interfered. In
fact, those were the halcyon days for
circus grafts and grafters. I remember
that T pointed: out the game to my fair
companion-and told her that it was im-
pussible for the players to win.
* ‘Let us look at it for awhile,’ she
suggested. ‘' Very well,’ I replied, for I
-was glad of the opportunity to see it
myself, and thought that I would have
no difficulty in detecting the tricks. The
small table was . surrounded by players,
and I can look ‘back now and realize
that all of these were cappers for the
game. When we had approached the
: shellman made a venture with his shells
and pea. The nuts were all 1n a TOW.
He held the ball between the forefinger
and thumb of his right hand. The left
oeceupied—-in taking money,
and was -not used in the manipulation
ot the shells and ball.
" ‘Here is the little- pea,’ he said as
he held it up. ,
~Place it under ome of these shells.
Watch me, - and if you can catch the
‘ give {you two for one,
tex‘x Hollars for five, twenty for ten.’
/Fe picked up the first shell and re-
marked : ‘See. |
~98e.” He did so, but] with a movemenE

© of the littie finger he abstracted it al
+—Most immediately. | I thought that
was wisc :

the play'
formed’me that the eyesight of my com-
anlon was equally as good as mifie.

and_informed us that the peai was not
under there, I was aware that he still
Tetained it in'his hand. He picked up
the third shell and said: i
It under here.’. just as he replaced the
A»ShF—“f-"—npm—the»--rtable, I saw him slip
he ball under this nut.  What I failed
"0-see was the movement which instant-
1y took it out again. :
.+~ Now ladies and .gentlemen, here
8 Your chance,’ resumed the shellmah.
ake your choice, and if you guess
Correctly, 111 pay you two for one.’ =
A player gave the ddealer $5 and
chose the first'shell. R
‘What a'fool,” 1
Companion, :
v, Ot course he is,’ she assented. :
_“Then two others selected the third
Shell, and hauded over $10 each. -
They are night,’ said my friend.
- Try it yourself.  Vou cantiet g, for I
“}'{ ”;e ball under that one my M e
=ACT suggestion- induced- be
5.1 chose ' the third shell: At the
Tequest of tlie grafter, one of the players
& ¥ 4 >,
<~/ ¢

whispered to my

grafter them lifted the second shell, |

‘ Neither 15_}

_The player wh
the first bet won $10, and
pondingly happy. ; '

"Thus was concluded the first ven.
ture. It “is repeated as 3 he
rucker' will - play against it.
he shows an' ;
shellman" proceeds to the manipuiation
of the second venture. = ST

 ‘Well, I'll give you a chance to

was corres

When

| get even, ' announced the grafter.

goes. Watch me closely this t 2
‘‘He moved - the s‘heg and ball just
as he had done the previous time, but |
was suspicious. One player made a bet,
and selected the thnird sheil again,
The shellman noticed my disinclina.
tion to play and urged me t> another
haqded over . a ten dollar gold piecs,
which slippettand fell to the ground,
The_ grafter stooped to pitk it up;-ag
tejdid so, the man who had placed his
wager hurriedly lifted the third shell,
and, sure enmonugh, there was the pea,
The shellman resumed his attitude, but
without discovering what had taken

attempt, but I refused. Then, 4 player

Wer
35

"' The money was contained ima long
{poeketbook, which I carried in my lin=
side vest pocket. - While I-was engaged
in counting out the $20, m: sweetheart -
Wno was—as interested as I, placed her
hand over the third shell. I-gave the
money to the dealer, and he, pitting
his hand over—that of my companion,
askéd ‘me which shell T wanted. I in.
dicated 'the third ‘one. “Very well.
Lift-your hand, young lady,” hie said.

“* *Lift yours,” she retorted.

'* ‘All right’ he replied. ‘Now pick
up the shell,’ 1 :

She did 'so, but the ball was not

| there.  The grafter found 1t under the
second shell.  Thus was concluded the
second venture, whicu is advanced after
the sucker has become- exceedingly
wary.- i

““You are nothing  but a cheater.’
declared my fair friend, addressig the
shellman., - :

" “Hush;? 1" said. ‘Don’t say any-
thing. . Le: us leave. -

‘‘Just as we were about to depart, the
grafter placed the ball -in the center of
his canvas table, and rested the edge of
one of the shells on it. The pea was
plainly visible

I will give $50,’ he cried out, ‘to
anyone who can now “Select the shell
which covers the little ball.” ‘

‘‘ The-attention of my companion and
myself was drresfed, .

‘‘Several of the players told the deal-
er that they could see the pea.

““The grafter, ‘without looking at the
table, replied: ‘My offer-is still good,
and open-to all.’ -

| ‘' ‘Why, I can see it.> said one.
Will you give me $50 if I pick it out?’’

*“*Certainly, yoa and all others who
do so,’ the shellman replied.

‘‘Thereupon, - all the players, except-
ing myself, pointed to the shell, which

{ rested on the ball. The grafter address-
ed himself to me.

‘“‘Are -you not - going to take ~alf

chance,’ he'inquired. ;
[ ‘¢ ‘There is nv chance to take,
| plied. ‘The ball is in sight’

‘ - Well,—what -better -do——you—want:
| I mean what I said.” I'll give $50.tg
| everyone who picks it out.’
[ “““Take him up.

"1 ret

Its a cinci,' sug.

| tone.

| " ‘Do, added my companion.

F=ft *These—it in-—F sullenly declared;
pointing to-the exposed pea. =
<*The shellman looked at the table:

i-he Jaughingly declared. ‘
good my-offer, : # :
| ‘‘He counted out five ten dollar bills

And T'IT make

in detecting this portion of | ‘ Here is'your %50, he said, and prof- | made. numerous bets, and finally4ost the
but a sympathetic nudge in: |

ered me the money.

| ““As I extended my hand to take it,
{ he suddenly drew back the five bills.
‘' By the way, he said, *have you got
$25? You see I pay two-for one, - You
have won, and I will give you fhis
| money roviding you hf_i\'e £25.”
| ‘()'F coursé I have $25," I retorted.
““"“Then just show me that you are a
man of means,’ he replied. ‘Let me
{know that it was 'possible for me to
thave-won $23 from you, and I'll pay

f

[the $50.- Al that you have to do is to|

[ let me sée your money. Just sliow it to
{me.’ | i
[ ¢ Al right,’ I answered.
| ‘‘I emptied the contents
‘et book. My -entire ‘sum of money’
| amounted to $26; and $25 of it T held in
'my hand in such a .wiy as to enable
‘him to see it plainly. ‘Let me look at
| it,” +he sa1d~as he exteuded his hand. .

{* ¢ ‘What for?’ T asked. - : »

| ‘‘ ‘Let me see,’ he answered. .‘Let
If the amount is correct,

1

lme count it,

and" the ’“mb{ genuine, Il pay you |

+850: - 't-be. afraid. I'il give you:
0: - "Don’t: afrai M gIve ¥

- _your-money- i a-moment, and he

took ~out- e

real i‘z_efl that

| been disturbed,

{down the line -in .t

0 had made

o

~often as tpey
inclination ‘to quit, the |

STEAMER LOTTA
T YGRON BOCK: :
~ ‘The other players gave him sii
varying from$5t0$20 . .
¢ *In'the meantime, the shells had
and the ball was stil
plainly visible. . - = :

C* “You all select |this shell, d
not,’ inquired the grafter as he indi
ed the proper one, %Ve nodded approval
““Then, with. his forefinger he bare
tipped the top of the shell, and it fe
over the pea. I immediately covered
the shell -with -my hand, and at the'
same ‘time he placed his hand over
mine, . AR P
—*You can't do
I exclaimed. ~

AT don't i | to,

upon

| the—ot iells: r winning this | suffe
tast-bet, —the- shellman folded up his}
table and “walked away. And vas
conclioded the third venture, which is
made for those who have been fleeced. | ,
and who afe not expected to fall against | gau
anything, excepting an apparently sure
proposition,  In both of ts?'

€ last ven .

g that the ball was not|shell
1there—Agdin he found it under one of |
her—shélls~

i(dm

tures the pea is abstractéd in the same | omons Te

way. The
the shell-—should the sucker fail to!
take this- precaution, it is the duty of
the cappers to do so—and the grafter
presses his hand on that of the player,

layer places his hand on |the Bible and

tents must .
000. In the first place, the

He moves' the shell slightly forward. waterialy :
312,500,000,000 and

The movement is imperceptible and
cannot be felt by even the most suspic-
ious; but it forces the ball.from-undes
the edge of the shell, which is nearest | o
to the shellman, and he deftly picks u

the pea—between —his little and third
fingers. — Afterwards it is not a difficult
trick for the grafter to drop the ball|i
under a particular shell, when he wishes

to show where tiie pea is.

T"was A poor loser in those days, and | Were valu

I abused the shellan until he was out
of -hearmg,  Then I upbraided my
female companion for inducing me to
‘play in the first instance. = She retort.
ed by passing reflectiony on my intellis
gence: —~We quarreled; and T any asham
ed to say, that neither ' of us saw the
| cireus. -She walked home alone~ I re-
|turned to my employer’s. office, We
 never became reconciled. A few weeks
| afterwards I started West, and eventual-
Hy settled—inDenver, Colorado, where
| cireumstanees- and my -own-inclination
{led mie into the gambling business
[ Since then I have seen innumerable
ishell games,  and ‘have formed the ac-
| quaintances of ~hundreds of grafters;
| but my first experience dgainst the gane
+served to last me until I came to Skag -/
[way in 07, -Oue evening, soon after
{ my arrival there, I dropped iuto the
jKlondike saloon, a place where all
[ kinds of sure-thing games were being | o¢
loperated. My visit was simply tor the
| sake of curiosity. There a Denver sport
| introduced me to Daly, - who - at that |
{time was ‘manager of the house. He

| greeted me with the grip of a secret

{ organiZation, of which I am a member,

‘Now, I am going to|gested one of the players in an under: "He told me that the shell game had a |

| sucker . in tow who had plenty of mon=|g,
(ey, but who was extremely cautious,

| He proposed that | take the five wzmy..l
| dollar gold pieces which he offered to

| me, and that I nngkg,ni!illqy against-the |

put-the ball under this+ You—dre-rightthis time, gentlemwen, [game, —He agr

er's losses. 1 acce & pre v f
i Daly; himself, relieved the grafter whot oy
{ had been conducting the game.~ 1
o
[ hundred dollars. The sucker ‘was goin-
most app

| style,  The-shellman dropped a ten-dol- |
lar bill on the floor, and, as he stooped g
to pick it up, Daly whispered to me to |
play on, .and that he would keep
account  of my money. 1 continued to

| play, and as I jost my money, he placed

it in a separate pile on the table.
"‘Eventual’g, 1 pl?w} mh‘,

[ was all the s . I signi.
| fied my condition of distress to Daly,
| He surrendercd his place” behind the | i,
 table to the grafter, who had been con-|
?ductiug the game, when I entered. |

+Daly—walked to the front door of the
of my pock- | $aloon and I followed him. ¥

‘" * How much did he lose?* 1 inqured,
{ il/lwho?P he = "‘
I —* ‘Why, the sucker I answered. 5
‘; ‘About $300, 1 should say,’ replied
Daly. - Ry e
| "+ Moe than that,” T said. * He must
haye lost mgﬁ while I wi;-'plnyins._'

el
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I know,

effective cure for crime, B X
wood pile; and " it is enc
most hardened offender,
~any - offense is
saw wood. . wh
steadily, . day aft
tence expires. He
xpii L
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