TR TS P,

God's Call td Mosés afid His Manifestations to Us"of Today—
Sermon by Rev. B. N. Nobles.

! 'Bxodus iii—4: “God called unto him from the midst of the bush
and said, Moses, Moses. And he dnswered: Here am I

The call of Moses is an event with which all of you are more or less
familiar; still I hope the direction of your attention to it this morning
may not be profitless. It occurred in the land of Median whither Moses
had. fled from the wrath of the Egyptians some forty years previous.
|At the time he was attending his father-in-law’s flock away off in the
Jonlinéss of the desert by the foot of Mount Horeb. Sp it came to pass
one day as he walked abroad he beheld a burning bush, which though it
burned was not consurhed. Curious to know the explanation of so

strange a phenomenon he approached the bush, when lo, a voice from out
it spake saying: “Moses, Moses, draw not nigh hither * * * T am the
God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God
of Jacob * * * I have surely seen the affliction of my people which are
in Bgypt 4nd have heard their cry * * * Come now, therefore, and I
will send thee uito Pharaoh that thou mayest bring forth my people out
of Egypt. And Moses said: Who am I that I should go * * * And
the Lord said: Certainly I will be with thee * * * And Moses answer-
ed: They will tiot believe me hor hidrken to my voice * * * I am not
eloquent, I am slow of speech and of a slow tongue. And the Lord said
mnto him. I will be with thy mouth and téach thee what thou shalt say.
And Moses went and returned uhto Egypt.” - 7
. We should be reminded by this incident that God has never ceased
10 hold communications with men. The other day I got a letter from
a young man who once attended my échool. He professed to be in the
hospital at ———, anid begged me to send him a few dollars to gel him
out of the city upon his recovery. Upon communication with his family
whom 1 thought must be in ignorance of his condition I found that they
had cast Him off becatse of %!.115 bad habits, ceasged correspondence with
him and lost sight of him altogether. Not so hath God done. Though
man has been and is 5o sinful; corrupt and wayward yet hath God ever
kept within speaking distance and whensoever conditions permitted He
hath communed with him. Sometimes in one form end sometimes in
another hath He appeared and held converse: Robed in nature He ap-
pears and sﬂeﬁg; utters Himself to whomsoever. In form of man He
gpake Wwith Aprahiim dnd froth bubiing bush he spake of Moses. By
pillar of cloud and fire He revealed fis presence to Ierasl in their wilder-
Dess journey andl through dréims and visions did He miake known His
word to the prophets. In Jesus He appeared a8 God munifest in flesh;
from blindihg light he spake to Saul of Tarsts; and by His providential
dealings, the written word and the Holy Spirit doth he cotitmumicate With
men in these days. - e s
 Nor are His comfithipationis less real tod8y than in oiden tifie.
God speaks to us through His word as truly a8 He spake to Jacsb from
the upper end of the ladder of vision at Bethel. God speaks today from
‘the light of His provifential 4ppointments and provisions to individuals,
pommunitiés and nations as truly as He spake from the daming light
%o Saul of Tarsus. Nor was God’s voice 1o Moses From the burting bush
more redl than his voice in tlhe soul of men today. No, God has never
peased from communication with man, :
We niay learn {rom this incident thit God’s cofitthunication thay be
wouchsafed by mien When in the dischargs of harnble duties. As the
somilaw of Jethro, Moses had had, Committed unto him the care of the
flocks: and it was. while, discharging these duties of his humible 1iI€ tha
God iappeared unmto: him. in the burning bush and talked with Him. Nor
was ‘his case @xceptionl, . Abrahatii was nearing herds and flocks in
Padsnaram whed Jehova comimiunicated unto him the great possibilities
which wefe to ‘b6 realized in him and his seed,  Gideon the farmer was
m%m gréifi by thie Witepress of Joash when God appegred and.
talked ‘with ‘him,.and Amios, the prophet was on duty among the herdmen
of Tekod: when the word of the Lord came tnto him. . . . ..
= 7§48 ' 'miistaken idea that spiritual manifestations can only be ex,.
ed 6t Stinday, br wheti We até in the Lord’s sanctuary engaged in
so-called religious exereisés.- Communion With God is conditioned upon
no such externsls, Have you ot read of thé conteritioh between —the
Jews and thé Samafitahs, How the one claimed that Jerusalem was the
place where Jehovah ought to be Worshipped and the other claimed
Samaria? And do you not recall it, how Jesus said: “The hour cometh
wher ye shall heithér in this mountain of Samaria nor yet at Jerusalem
worship the Father # * 4 the hour cometh and now is when the true wor-
shippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth, for
fho Father seckéth siich to worship Him.” The error of Jew and
Snimaritan has not yét been eradicated from the minds of men for time
and place are esteemed to some as constituting the essential element of
worship. ‘And indeed time and place arg ﬁot to bewdisregaxcied.peazhgg
they are, most disastrous consequences follow. e cannot s
mima’éec’my for Sphbath observance and public worship. “The Lord
loveth the gates of Zion more than all the dwellitigs of Jacob.” So spake
the Psalinist ‘whefi insisting on the public worship of God in the Sanc-
tuary. And another enjoins men not to “forsake the assembling of them-
gelves together as the manmer of some is,” referring to atsembly for wor-

s}in iiblic Worship has its place in the religious life of men and can-
not be dispensed with save af tremendous cost. But what I wish to em-
phasize in connection with this incident is that God can be yorsh;gped

- under other relations fhafi upon stated occasions and in appointed places
—that communion with Him may co-exist with the discharge of humble
pvery-day duties. Tt should not surprise us when we hedr persons speak
of their commution with God on the street or at their work or in the
discharge of home diities. This is as it should be. All duty is religious
duty in our Lord’s estimation, and all living is sacred. And when men
come to jhdge according to God’s standards no duty connected with life
in any sphere will be considered a barrier to communion with Him or
gommunion from Him.

Again we should learn from this incident that ohe may be called
of God to dufy for the discharge of which he is unprepared. Moses was
well educated and possessed fine executive ability, but he lucked other

qualifigations positively nieedful for rousing hope and enthusiasm 1m his
oppressed’ countrymen. He was “slow of speech”—possibly he had an
impediment in his speech. He stuttered. Then he was not possessed of
power to work miracles by which to confound Pharaoh end compel him
16 consent 0 thé ehigtation of the Hebrews. Assuredly Moses was call-
ed upon {6 do what he Was not prepared to do. So do not be surprised
if the same thing should occur in the case of men today. Some of you
the Lord wmay have called unto repentetice and the Christian life, but
you feel altogether unequdl to the task. The power which sih has over
you is such that you have feared you would not be able to overcome.
Hitherto you have suffered so many defeats and failed so frequently in
your resoives that you say, “I cannot obey this call; iy strength is in-
sufficient to cope with temptation. I am not equal to the demands of
the Christian life* Well, this is not to be wondered at. You are only
a8 Moses was when he was called to another manner of life. He, too,
,was unj)i‘eféred %ou aré not alone in your need. : .
The Lord may have come to some of you ifi humble sphere of life
ahd spoken to you of special work to which he would have you give your
jpowers—préaching the gospel, perhaps, in the homeland or in foreign
parts; instituling reforms in business, industrial, political or social life,
jor discharging some simpler duties in your present vocation—I say, it
may be you haye been called unto such work, but like 1loses you have
paid: | "Q\'h'q' am I that T ghould go'and 4o this.” You have tried to ex-
cuse yourself: . “I am lacking in talent, lacking in education, lacking
in social conditions; lacking in the spirit of self-sacrfice, lacking in
strength of character—absolutély dnprepared; so I must be excused.”
My brother, be encovraged and instructed thirohgh this incidefit. Remem-
ber Moses was not qualified for the discharge of the duties to which God
palled him, yet was he called all the same, for God’s purpose was to
yuip him and make him equal to his task. So miay it be ' with you
a%:]i-‘nk not that the voice which speaks is not the voice of God because you
féel unequal to, the duties presented. Have you forgotten the wgrd of
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.And so I)come to another truth suggested by this story. . B
' We are reminded by this incident that God’s demands upon men are
attended either directly or indirectly with promise of all needful help.
When God called Abraham from Haran to become the proprietor of a
nation he promises, saying: “I will make of thee a great nation and

will bless thee and make thy name great and thou shalt be a blessing.”
And hére when He cdlled Moses to' deliver his people from Egyptian
bondage and lead them to Canaan he promised him ‘Aaron, his brother,
as speaker, and further, he promised to be with him and afford him power
to work signs and wonders that the Egyptians might -be confounded.
When the Lord said to Gideon:. “Go in thy might and thou shalt save
Tsrael from the hand of the Midranites;” and Gideon demurred because
of his lack of preparation for the task, the Lird encouraged him and
aided by giving him instruction as to mode of procedure in order to in-
sure victory. God always either directly or indirectly gives promise of

thesé dutfes of his hitmible life thdt |

that He “will supply. all your need

‘do for you and do with you and do
failure. :

finithed in you. .

help needful for the discharge of all duties to which he summons men.
You who have been called unto the Christian life and are hesitating be-
catse you feel uttequal to its demands, knew. yon not that He will beget
%is nature within—that his life and spirit will be sufficient— in a word,

according to his riches in glory by

Christ Jesus.” If you surrender yourself wholly unto Him that He may

in you; there ncéd be mo fear of

Nor need any one fear whatever be-the task to. which God calls for
with the obedieit and trustful. He will -certainly be and surely that is
sufficient guarantee of triumph. The preacher, :
teacher, the statesman, the reformer, the mechanic, the laborer, the pro-
fessional man, the business mhan, who acts under orders from the Lord
will not fail but prosper as God measures prosperity. 8o, my brothers,
be encouraged by this incident to obey the voice of God, whenever it
comes to you, for as He was with Moses so will He be with you for ’Ehg
dischafge of every duty. The performance of every task to which He bids
you apply yourselves. Then when the time of your departure ghall have:
come and you shall be called to the higher gervice in .
Jesus whom you have wrought with here, you shall be found ready, for
your work shall have been finished by you and His work shall have been
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for Anything, and
. Glgbimy.

Sault Ste. Marie, Ont., Sept. 24—Assist-
ant Manager Coyne, of the Consolidated
Lake Superior ‘Company, stated yesterday
tthert the did not know anything more than
an putsider as bo when the pay sheets
w%: be sattled.

! imipression is gaining ground that
atrangemenits will be made soon wihereby
tthe outstanding time will be cashed. Man-
ager Lyomn, of the Imperial Bank, said yes-
iterday afternoon thet he was sanguine that
‘the bamk would be in a position to pay
any cheques held at small discount within
a 'day or two, $
the statement  that after keeping the
thiorses of the wompamy. on low deed for a
faw days:and ithe dtock being alt last en-
irdly - exbausted, the had been compelled
ini order to keep ifis amimals alive to trade
& cart for six tons. of hay, ‘Not a. soul
that I have been able to find.in the Sao,”
said Mr. Coyme,. “will trust the Consolidat-

the Outiook is

owith, the. company for a pipe full of tiobac-
£9. Men in the woods and mines are on
half rations and (ave only enough at that,
for three days; consequently. it is necessary
%6 bring them out, and I expect tihe men
bt Michicopeten to be down tonight. The
men from thé woods will also be brought
L in. :
R. ‘H, Knight, president of the Sault
bband of trade, proposes Ibo call am in-
‘dighation meeting of ‘citizeris to protest
against the tactics employed by the men
wilio are engineering the Consolidaited Lake
Superior Company’s re-onganization deal.
He thinks that everything is being delib-
erately painted as black es possible for a
pumpose, thus injuring the credit of the
town.

The Ontario govenrment may be asked
o demand 3 true statememt of the sitma-
tion from the parties who at present con-
trol the Lake Superior Conmpany’s vailu-
able public franchise. he minority stock-
tolders of the Consolidated Lale Superior
Comipany have had a representative in the
Soo. yesterday ang, today looking over ihe
plant. He is J. M. Shirpera, a prominent
steel mamufadturer of Pittsburg. Like all
otiher experts who have inspected the prop-
erties here he was very much pleased with
it,and promounced it the most finely equip-
ped on the continent,

33,000,000 FIRE TAUSED
BV INCENBIARIES,

Mellen, Wis., :Sept: 23.—Incendiarics
started a fire whidh nearly wiped out the
village of Morse, Ashland county, today
and caused a loss of $3,000,000, partially
covered by insurance. The saw mill and
store of T. R. Chase were destroyed, to-
gether with 6,000,000 feet of lumber. One
man was injured.

Ha:"l’:er—“u&md you sday the mimic wes

Barker—T should say so. When he
made a moise like an automobile everyome
jumped.”’—Chicago News.
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Mate Than 110,000 Have Laft That
Port Up to Date; But the Rush is
Likely Over.

Monitreal, Sept. 24—For the first time
in tthe history of q;pomtothnmnﬁhe
cattle shipmenits before the close of the
season of mavigation massed the 100,000

dhowed that the Shiprdnts to date had
totafled 110856 caittle anid 32,502 sheep.
The reméarkable ing ie better showa
wihen compéared to tie j made up
to tHe same date last year, which totalled
62,522 cattle ard 29,904 sheep.

Last year the total shipments vere 77,
156, cattle; in 1991, 73,791 and in 1900, 92.-
180: -

Owing to e clgsing of fthe pouis of

[ Portland and Boston, on account of disease,

40,456 cattle have come 'to this port from
the United States, but now that the Brit-
idh embargo has beéen Titted it “is very
likely Portlandand Bostor will get ¢he
bulk of this trade. -
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“ CANADIAN;GASE HASB - -

- - = BEEN CLOSED:
(Oamtﬂ‘ped from page 1)
surveyons wereqprecisely . those contem-
plated by the treaty. Dealing' with Mr.

| Dall’s “contentin that the negotiators

were anisled by Vancouver into supposing
the existence of a symmetrical line, the
attorney-genera compared two of Van-
couver’s charts ‘of the same region, and
ghowed mnumerous discreparicies, arguing
thetrefrom that the negotiaters could not
have contemplated or expected amything
like uniformity or regularity in the moun-
tain line. Having thus shown the existence
of mountains gemerailly, the attorney-gen-
eral proceeded to determine tvhich particu-
lar mountaing shotild be taken, and for
this punpos¢ exhibited a series of contour
méps by the British comimission” wunder
the comnvention of 1892, on which appear-
ed; traced by Mr. King, a line from peak
to peak Claimed by Great Britain. Sir
Robert ‘explained this line in detail, and
illugtrated his remarks by photographs of
the various localitiés.

At the afternoon session Judge John® M.
Dickingon asked what Great Britain con-
sidered the coast line to which King's
line wes parallel. The attorney-gemeral
observed that King’s line crossed the
larger inlets, but even if it went around
them, mountains would be found running
round at a hort ~distance from the head
of Lynn Canal. Sir Robert insisted that
the underlying fallacy of the United States
dlaim is that it presupposes the necessity
for taking a dominant range, while what
is required is the mountains mearest the

sea.

Hon. FEihu Root asked the attormey-
general what he undenstood by the phrase
in the treaty “summit of mountains?”

The attorney-gemeral replied that it did
not in ‘his vicw call for a ecries of con-
tinucus summite.

Mr. Root—“Then you interpret the word
summit as though.it were summits?”’

“Yes,” replied Sir Robert.

The attorney<gencral conlinued that
while King’s line was on the whole prac-
ticable and the one most conformable to
the treaty, he did not affirm that in places
it imight not be mecessary bo have recourse
to the alternative provision of the treaty.

" Fashicns in Horges,

As in nearly everything else, fashions in
horses are frequefitly chdnging, and it is in-
teresting to mote how these have varjed.
Years ago nothing was considercd more styl-
ish, in tandem for instdhce, than a smart
dapple-gray leader and a. good, upstanding
chestnut in the shafts. Then came the period
of rigid uniformity when the animals had all
to be carefully matcheéd—it made no matter
whitt was the color. This has lasted pretty
well until the present day, with varying lim-
itations. At ome time well-groomed, satin-
coated blacks were the rage, "at another
chestnuts were essential. Just now ‘“liver-
colored’’ chestnuts and browns are declared
to have Dame Fashion’s smile, and there is
also .considerable request for the good, hard,
serviceable blue roan, nowadays. somewhat
scarce. In this as in other matters, however,
the &ood lady’s favor is fickle, A promiinent
famcier decides for a certain c&lor, and drives
in a,smart ‘‘turnout.’’ He promptly has the
flattery of imitation. A demand is created
and the fashich get. Just as in clothes, so in
se'le'ouon “for the stable. What was yester-
qays ‘“‘correct thing’’ may be tomorrow’s
‘had form;’’ but for the riding auin the
highest recommienlaiion of a moudt will al-
ways be quality rather than shade.—London
Daily Telegraph? : 4

“Your silany isn’ enougl, bo support my
damghter, sir.”

“I'm glad you've come’#to that cortclu-
sion 80 early, eir.”—TDejbit Free Pres.

If we d'd as mmuich good as we want
other npocole to ‘do, the millennium would
be mext doow . g o Y

= Stirling, Lib.

NOMINATION DAY,

Both Parties Have Full Tickets in
the Field.

Several Former New Brunswickers Are
Candidates, and Polling Day Will Be
Octobér 3--The Contest fo Be on Farty
fines
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EARLY ST. JOHN RIVER
The Frerch Regarded It as Most Important for Their Pur-

 poses--Cadillac’s Description of It and His Suggestion for
Preventing the Annual Freshet.

W. O. RAYMOND, LL. D.
CQHAPTER XL

RIVAL CLAIMS TO THE ST. JOHN RIVER.

It may be well now to pause in the narraticn of evemts to look a little more
closely into the situation on the River St. John at the time of the negotiations
between the rival powers with regard to the limits of Acadia.

The atatemont has been made in some of our school histories, “Acadia was
ceded to the English by the treaty of Utrecht, in 1713, and hes remained a British

Vancouver, B. C., Sept. 22—Nomd tion
day in British Columbia has passed over,
and 100 candidatés came forward for the
42 geats in the 34 constituencies. The
tried mén in local politics are Liberals.

The election wall be held on October 3,
and it is the determination of the Mec-
Bride govermment if elected to meet the
house.in the middle of November, with-
ohit waiting for the usual legislative month
of February to come around.

/The meed of fiscal reform is the chiief
mover in this action.

List of Candidates.
Following is the list of ithose nominat-

Atlin—Dr. Young, Cons.; James Stable,
Lib.; James Kirktand, Lib.

Alberni—Major Hickey, Cons:; W. W.
B. Melnnis, Lib.

Cranbrook—Thomas Caven, Cons.; De
J. H. King, Lib.

Cariboo, (2 members)—S. A. Rogers
and ‘W. Adams, Cons.; J. Murphy and
Archie Kmight, Libs.

Chilliwack—J. L. Atkinson, {Cons.; C.
W. Munroe, Lib. - A
:Columbia—J. S. Harvey, Cons.; W. C.
Wells, Lib.

* . Comox—Robert Grant, Cons.; F. McB,
Young, Lib.

Delta—W. H. Ladner, Cons.; John Ol-
ver, Lib, .

, Dewdney—Premier Richard McBride,
Cons.; W. H. Forrester, Lib.

. Bsquimalt—C. E. Pooley, Cons.; John
Jardine; Lib. i

Fernie—W. R. Ross, Coms; E. C.
Smith; Lib.; J. MaPherson, Socialist.

| Grand Forks—George A. Fraser, Comns.;
J. Riordon, Sovialist.

. Greenwood—Dr, Spankie, Cons.; J. R.
Browmn, Lib.

| The Islands—W. J. Bullock, Cons.; T.
W. Patenson, Lib, -

: Kamloope—I. J. Fuiton, Cons.; F. J.
Deane, Lib.

{ Kaslo—Hon. R. F. Green, Cons.; J. L.
Retallack, - Lib.;. S. Shannon, Socialist.

Lillooe—A. McDonald, Cons.; Dr. San-
| son, Lib.

Nanaimo—J. Quennell, Cons.; H. Shep-
hard, Labor Lib.; J. H. Hawthorowaith,
. Socialist.

! Nelson—John - Houston, Coms.; S. 8.
Taylor, Lib. -
“Newcastle—D. W. Murray, Lib.; Par-
ker Williams, Socialist.
¢ New - Wiestminster—T. Gifford, Cons.;
W. H. Keary, Lib. :

Okanagon—Price  Ellsion, Cons.; J. W.

Revelstoke—Thomas Taylor, Coms.; J.
. Kellie, Independent Lib.; J. W. Ben-
dett, Socialist.
Richmiond—&, ‘Carter Cotton, Conz.; J.
@. Brown, Lib.
. Rossland—A. E. Goodeve, Oone.; J. A.
MecDonald, Lib. :
- Saanich—D, M. BEberts, Cons.; J. Stuart
Yates, Lib. .
i Similkameeén—L. W. Shatford, Comns.;
W.:J. Snodgrass, Lib.

. Skeena—C.  W. D. Clifford, Cons.; P-.
Herman, Lib.

: Slocan—W. Hunter, Cons.; 'W. David-
son, Labor.

. Vancouver (5 members)—Hon. Charles
Wilson, Hon. R. G. Tatlow, J. F. Garde,
W. J. Bowser and D. Donaldson, Cons.;
Jos. Martin, T. 8. Baxter, J. D. Turnbull,
€. R. Monk and James Stark, Libs.; A.
@. Perry, F. Williams, J. E. Bird, W.
J. Andrews and F. W. Whiteside, Labor;
A. R. Stebbings and Ernest Burns, So-
dialists. *

. Victoria (four members)—C. Hayward,
Hon. A. E. McPhillips, H. D. Helmcken,
Joseph Hunter, Cons.; R, L. Drury, A.
G. McCandless, Richard Hall and John
McMillan, @Libs.; J. C. Watters and Lee
Charlton, Socialists,

: Yale—Thomas MacManamon, Cons.; S.
Henderson, Lib. .
. Ymir—Harry ‘Wright,
Parr. Labor Lib.

Comns.; Alfred

Soufriere Still Activa.

. Kingston, St. Vincent, B. W, 1., Sept.
24—1he wvolcano Soufriere lhas memained
moderately active during 'the - past two
months, steam rising comtinuously from
the crater but this weck puffs of dark
gmoke have been emitted, the heaviest of
whidh, accomipanied by a fall of exceeding-
ly hot ashes, occurred yesterday,

Alabama Pastes Anti-Boycott Bill.
Montgomey, Ala., Sept. 24—The hounse
of represenlatives today passed the anii-
boyeott bill which provides severe punish-
ment for the pgublishing of blacklists,
picketing or bogbtting. The labor unions
of the state fought ithe hill hard.
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e sion ever since.” The statement i¥, to eay the least, very misleading, co
far as the St. John river country is concerned, for the French clung tenacidudy to
tihis temritory as a part of the dominions of their monarch until New France pussed
finally into the hands of their rivals by the treaty of Paris in 1763. !

. There was mo part of Acadia that was more familiar to the French than the
valley of the River Bt. John, and the importance attached to the retention of it
by France is seen very clearly in a memorandum, prepared about this time for the
use of the French commiscioners on the limits of Acadia. There can be little doubt
that the Marquis de la Galissonniere and the Abbes de L'Isle-Dieu and le Loutre
had a hand in the preparation of this document, which is an able statement of the
case from the French point of view. The statements of the writers which refer to
the River St. John are of éufficient importance to be now quoted. Their claim ‘s
ag follows: “THat the British ?br‘eféhiicm; to owmersnip of the territory mnorth
of the Bay of Yuridy héve no founidation, that the Freach have made settlements
at variows places along the shores of the Guif of St. Lawrence, where they have
always lived peaceably and quietly under the rule of the French king. This is also
the state there at present, and the English desire to change it, without having
acquired any néw right of posseskion &inte the treaty of Utrecht, and after. forty
years of quiet and peaceable possession on the part of the French. 1t is the same
with regard to the River St. John dand thit part of Canada wiich adjoins the Bay
of l*.wu-n'dy. T‘hg French, who were setiled there before the treaty of Utrecht, have
continued to this day to hold possession munder the juriudiction and sovex"eignty
of - the King of France, enjoying meanwhile the fruit of their labors. It is not
until more than fonty years after the treaty of Utrecht that the Inglish commis-
ejonens have attempted, by wvirtue of a new amkt arbitrary -interpretation of the
t;‘eat;.:,— to change and overturn all the European, possessions of America; to expel
the VFrench; to deprive them of their property and their homes, to sell the lands
they have, cultivated and made valuable and to expcse Europe by such transactions
to the danger of seeing the fires of war rekindled: Whatever sacrificcs = France
xsugh’a .be idisposed to make, in order to mainfain public tranquility, it would be dif-
ficult indeed for her to allow henself to be deprived of the navigation of the River
St. John by ceding to England the coast of the continent along the Bay of Fundy.

The Importance of This Waterway.

y Co.nltzmxug‘ng their argunient, the writers of the document state:  “That it is by
tthe I'hver St. John that Quebec maintains her communication with Isle Royal and
Isle St. Jean [Cape Breton and Prince Kdward Island], and also with Old France,
dqmng thg seasom that the mavigation of the River St. Lawrence is impracticable;
anid as.nlus is the only way of communicition for a considerable part of the yeur,
possesision of the route is indispensably nedemsary to France. All%who -have any
upeaxad‘ kq-_ow,edgg of Canada agre¢ on this head, ‘and - their testimony finds con-
firmation in an Engksh publication that Jabely appeared in London, entitled “The
Bre_seut State of North America,’ in which .the writer sounds the tocsin of war
againist Firance and, although paruality, inspired by love of country, has led him inio
many errors, e does mot seek to disguise show important it ds to deprive France
of the right of navigation of the River St John, which affords the only means of
communtcation with Quebec during the winter. ‘The French,’ ways the English
author, ‘have often sent stpplies and merchandise from Old France to Quebec, both
in time of peace and of war, by the River St. John, so as to avoid the difficulties
am’! ‘r{ak.s of navigation by the River St. Lawrence. * * If we suffer them to ve-
main in peessesion of that rivér they will altvays have an open communication be-
tween France and Odnada, during the winter, which they could have only from May
to chl?er by' the River St, Lawrence.’ -

“This testimony makes us feel more and more how essential it is for France to -
keep possession of the River St. John so as to have commfunicattion with Quebec and
the Test of ‘Canada. during the seven momtths of the year that the St. Lawrence is not
navigable. The communication whidk the English pretend ithey reguire by land be-
| tween. New England and Nova Scotia, along the coast of the Ercdliemins* and the
Bay of Fundy, is only a vain pretext do mask their rea] mbtive, which is to deprive
i;‘mmoe of a necessary route of ecomumtinication. . ;

Felt That English Wanted More Than Acadia. ,

“Considering the length of th: road by land from New England to Port Royal ©
and Acadia, the obstacles to be emcountered jm the rivens that fall into tthe sea along
the coast, which will be more difficult to cross near the mouth; all these circum-
stances render the communication by land a weritable chimera; 'the more so ‘that the
way by eea from tthe remotest pant of New England to Pont Royal-is so short and
g0, easy, swhile ‘that by Jand would be long, painful amid difficult. We may be per-
fectly sure tthat if the English were masters of  all the territory they -claim whey
would never jounney over it, and ithe only’ advantage they would find would be to de-
prive the French of a mecessary route of communication- ‘We do not fear o say that
tie object of ithe English is not confined to ithe country they claim under the mame

Acadia. Their object is o make a general'irvasion of Camada amid fthus to pave

way. o mmiversal emypire in America.” .

i It is little to be wondered at that the Firench mation should have been very
reluctant to part with their control of the St. John river. From the days of its dis-
govery by Champlain. it had become of increasing importatice to them ds a rheans
of communication between the widely separated pontions of New France. But more
than this the river was in many of its features wnriv in their estimation Tts re-
markable falls near the sea, its massive walls of lithestome alt ‘‘the marrows” just
above—which the French calle. «liffs of marble”—its broad lakelike expansions, its
fentile intervals and islands, the fish that swarmed in its watens and the game that
abounded in its forests, its towering pines and noble elms were all known to ..em
and had been moted by their early explorers. Champlain, L'Escarbot, Denys, Biard,
La Howtan, Cadillac and 'Ohdrlevoix had deseribed in glowing wonds the wealth of its
attractions. It is worth while in this connection %o quote tie description wihich
Lamothe Cadillac penned in 1693—just two hundred and ten years ago:

An Early Description of the River.

River St. John.—“The ontrance of this river is very large. Two little islands are
seen to the left hand, one called I'Tle Menagoniz (Mahogan Island) and the other
Flle aux Perdrix (Partridge Island), and on the might ihmmi there is a cape of which
éhe earh is &8 red as a ved Poppy. The hatbor is good; ihete is no rock and it has
five or six fathoms of walter. !

Fort—There is a fort of four bastions here, which needs to be repaired. It
is very well situated and could not be attacked by land for it is surrounded
by water at half tide. Tess than an eighth of a league above there are two large
rocks, perpendicular, and eo near that they leave only space sufficient for a ship
cleverly to pass. :

“Goufire.” Just here there iz a fall, or abyss (gouffre), which extends seven

or eight himdred paces to the foot of two rodks. There is a depth of eighteen
fathoms of water here, I think that I am the only one who hag ever sounded
at this place. The falls are mo soomer passed tham the river suddenly expands to
nearly half a league. It is-still very deep and a vessal of fifty or sixty tons could
ascend thirty leagues, but it nvould be mecessary to take care to pass the falls
when the sea is level, or one would certainly be lost there. It must be con-
ceded that this is the most beautiful, the most navigable and the most mighty
favored river of Acadia. The most beautiful, on account of the variety of trees
to be found, h as butternut, cherry, hazel, elms, oaks, maples and vines.
. Masts—There is a grove of pines on the borders of a lake mear- Gemseq
(Jemseg), fifteen leagues from the sea, where there might be made the finest
masts, and they could be conducted igto the St. John by a little river which
falls in tthere. Lkh}m

Péwter mine.—Near the same lake ¢ is a mine of pewter.
the Indians melt and manufacture from it balls for their hunting.

“Tt ig most mavigable, by zeason of its size and depth and the number of
lules and rivers that  empty themselves into it. The most highly favored, by rea-
son of its greater depth of fertile soil, of its unrivalled salmon fishing, and of x‘ts
reaching into the country to a depth of eighty leagues. The bass, the trout, the
gaspereau, the eel, the sturgeon and a hundred other kinds of fiches® ave found
in abundance. The most highly favored; also, because it furnishes in abundance
beavers and other fur-bearing animals. - I have ascended this river nearly one
gndred and fifty leagues i a bark canoe. I pass in silence other attractions
hat it possesses for I must not be too long.

I have =een

A Way Suggested to Prevest Freshet.

“One single thing is to be regretted, which is that in the most beautiful
places, where the land and meadows are low, they are inundated every spring
time after the snow melts, The continuance of this inundation (or freshet) is
because the waters cannot flow out wufficiently fast on account of those two
rocks, of which I have spoken, which contract the outlet of the river. It would
not be very difficult to facilitate the flow of the waters. It would only be neces-
sary to mine the rock that is to the right hand on entering, and which seems
to want to tumble of itself. It is mndeniable that the waters would flow forth
more freely, and the falls would be levelled, or at least diminished, and all this
flat country protected from inundation. _

Forts of the Micmacs and Maliseets.—Thirty leagues up the river there s 2
fort of the Micmacs,* at a place caled Naxouak, and at thirty leagues further
up there is one of the Maliseets. This latter nation is fairly warlike. They are
well made and good hunters. They attend to the cultivation of the soil and
have some fine fields of Indian corn and pumpkins. Their fort is at Mbdoctek.

At forty lcagues still farther up thepe is another fort which is the common
retreat of the Kanibas, or Abenakis, when they are dfraid of something in their

country. It is on the bank of a little miver which flows ol St. Jofin,
and which comes from a lake called Madagouasca, twelve leagucs long and one
wide. If is a good country for moose hunting.”

In anc“lier edtion of his narrative Cadillac says that’ Madawaska lake and
river turn northward so thoze who jourmey from Acadia to Quebec  cross Nh.e
portage from the lake to the River St. Lawrence, opposite Tadoussac. This
route was from very carly times considered by the French as the. easiest 'fmd
best and was greatly valued by them as a means of communication both in time

of war and in time of peace. ‘,

*The country of the Etchemins, or Maliseets, included eastern Maine, and the western &
part of New Brunswick. o ¢

*+Cadillac seems to have so termed Villebon’s fort because the Micmacs of easter
New Brunswick and Nova Scotia often made it a rendezvous; perhaps also it was ¢

#.| fancirul distintion by Way of comparison With the Maliseet fort at Medoctec.
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