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r a Citizen,

,80od many people bave been reading

¢ years of the Jones Assessment case.
For ‘meatly four years there ‘would be a
paregeaph onge.in & while showing that
' one or two lawyers were fighting over the

i ¥ight of the city of St. Johu fe tex s man

Who had been reputed to be the richest
man in the commenity.
A B the case came up fiest the citizens
‘were rather stertled by the assertion that a
man who had been chosen by them sgain
and sgein a5 their chicf magistrate and
Who had handled their affairs in such s
satisfactory manner that both the city and
bimself (in the cheracter of a shrewd in-
Vvestor) were gainers 0 a substantial de-
&roe, should with te resign his citizen.
ohip and retuse to contribute to the
Tevenues of the oity in  which he
bad grown so wealthy. Bat it was o fact
acd the assesrareand the aldermen soon re-
alizged that Simeon Jones ded not propose
to Pay taxes.

His reasons for this course may be stat-
ed bricfly, Some years ago, sbout 1894
or 1895, Mr. Jones determired to Tetire
from business in 8t. Jokn andim accord-
ance with that resolution he made over his
brewing busines to his three sons, George
Keltie snd Frederick. The business was
to be run wnder the ssme name as before
but the snmourcement was made that Mr,
Jones, senior, hed retired from the coneern.
It was alse said then that his msgnificient
house had also been transierred, but of this
DROGRESS is net sure.

Then Mr. Jones weantaway end traveled
from place to place on this continent and io
Europe. His daughbters were with bim
sometimes and again they were not. Buat
as he bad been doing this for years the
people smong whom ibis bad Jived thought
nothing of if. They. gtill counted him asp
citizen and perhaps some of them whe hald
stock in the Burk of New Branswick were
disinclined to think anything else becsuse
be was a director in that home institution.

Mr. Junis was in New York & good deal
of bis time and it was ssid that he acted
there as thesgent of the Bank of which he
was 8 director. He lived in pelatial rooms
in a hotel there as became a man of his
wealth but still bis famil'ar figure could be
seen from time to time ugon the streets of
8t. John.

There is no doubt be bad business here,
but he claimed that it was not his reridence.
He said be lived in New York and made
affidavit to that «flect. He was no doubt
in New York s great desl of his time, but
five months of the year be enjoyed life in
fishing, hunting and moving from place to
Place, sesing the best that could be seen

His assessment in St. John was fixed at
the remsrskably low sum of $125000.
This was all personal. He had no real es-
tate in the city. The rate of taxation was
about $1 55 per bundred and it can easily
be calculsted that his taxes were about
$2,000 & year.

He sppealed from the assessment of
1896 and bis case was before -the ‘appeals
committee sgamn and again. Paplly they
decided sgainst bim and his lawyer Mr. L.
A. Currey, carried bis case to the Supreme
court at Fredericton. There the case was
argued and th judges decided against Mr.
Jones. Having lost bis case, he paid his
taxes, it is eaid under protest,
he propwasi to carry the case to- & higher
court. “Why be did not-seek a reveril of
that judgmient is not c'ear to the writer

w but when the city assessed him again
i 1807 sfter o knowledge of the circum-

n¢es and bis statement that be did nos
residé‘in 8t. John, be sppebled'again and
agein the sppeals committee decided

* against him.  Then to the court at Fred.
erioton agaw, asd the judg: s there agreed
with the appeals committee and decided
that Mr. Jones was & resident within the
act and would bave to psy taxes. -]

This looked as 1t Mr. Joves was s fix-
ture and whetber he liked it or not wouald
bave to reside in St. Jobn for the rest of
his natural life o far as taxation was con-
cerned.. He bad no resl property here
and so the city conld not licet s0 long as
be did not come to St. ut Mr. Jones
did not intend to
for fesr of being d by a city marshal
»0 he tookthhl‘l‘ Y. the borns and went
to Ottdws with his case. There M. Coster

[, dor the city and Mr. Currey for Mr. Jnes
|, endeavored to pereunde the gentlemen

7

Jearned in the law that each was vight,
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Mz, Skioner, the recorder,
the case for the city
rela ive of Mr. Jones.

The ‘srgument was sometime ag0 and
now judgment has been delivered at last
and the supreme court of Canada says
Simeon Jones need not pay taxes in St.
Jobn—in other words that he is not a
ragident.

This means more than appears upon - the
surface. Mr. Jones being freed trom the
Wssessment of 1897 need not pay that for
1898 or 1899 which ' amounts to about
$6,000. Morejthan that his lawyers say
that the taxes for 1896 were paid under
Pprotest and it the amount is not returned
they will sue for the amount. If they are
saccesstul the total will be $3,000 and
costs.

Law costs, when the city has to pay
for them, are usually & very respectable
figure. They have proved so in the past
and will no doubt in the fature. The
fees of the lawyers who were betore the ap-
pesls com mitte eagsin and again fer three
and¢ balf years and have been argeiog
the case from time to time in the courts
will be considerable and the city will have
o pay the bill. The prospects are that it

will amount to at lesst $1 500 if not $3000

So the oity stands to lose aot only about
$29 000 but all future taxation of Mr.
Bimeon Jenes —not to mention the ex-
mayor himself.

— .
‘COLLAPSE OF T&R INQUIRY.

ORiot Clark’s Apotoge: fe Esplauatiou-The
Provinecinl Secretary ¥)esent.

The unexpected bappened in the Mc-
Kelvey«Ciark investigation on the last even-
ing. . The chief went prepared to put in
his defence and be had his witnesses there
but Mr, Pagsley, as he intimated at the

first session said he proposed to call an-
other witneds of s0. Ohe of these was
Alderman Aflan, who was in the station
that day, and the other was supposed to
be although it was not so stated— Mrs.
Esrie, the woman who was thrown out by
the chief. ‘

Bat neither of these witnesses gave their
evidence. Ald. Ailan was on the stand’
but just as he was beginning _to talk, the
Mayor sppeared upon the sccne and re-
quested the chairman to permit him to
talk to Megsrs Pugsley and Skinner for s
few minutes. .

Aftter the air of eurprise had worn off the
réquest was granted and those gentlemen
left the room. The scent of a settlement

hia uniform and, putting on  bie plain
deavored to find - out if his suspicions of
siter hour selling were oarreat. i

Whether he was right or not he was not
able to get enoagh evidenos to make a re-
port and there seems to be a lot of people
who bave a good deal of sympstly for the
people who were under e pionsge.

THE LADI1S WERE NGT InIr

As Money W faners in the’ Bazar Conte: te in
NMegavtio,

There was a lively contest up in Megan-
tio a few da,s8go. A° bzzasr was being
beld and the ladies made up their minds
that they would make as much money ss
poesible out- of “local rivalry.  Bo they
bought a hindsome gold headed ebony
csne from Messrs. Forguson & Page of
this city and announced that it would be
Ppresented to the most popular hotel pro-
prietor in the place. Votes wore sold at
ten cents each and the contést opened in an
eaoy fashion. The cane was paid for ins
very short time and to the surprise of
those who thought the contest would not
pay the sum of $100 was soon paid into
the treasurer. Then the workers for the
different hote] men begen to hold back
their money and delayed putting in their
votes. But the most extravagant rumors
of the number ot votes soon got around
and money was forthcoming in plenty.
When Monday nigkt, the closing time,
C.me around, excitem:nt ran high and $20
bills were in eviderce. The winner it is
said bought $20 worth of votes a few min-
utes betore the close and when his friends
found that he had twice as many volcs

|88 the competitor next to hum they

bad quite s laugh at his expense. - Host
Murray won the csne and the ladies netted
the bandsome sum of $405.68 from the
contest.

At the seme time there was a ladies con-
test and voting was lively for the most
Popular young Iady inthe tewn. This
contest netted $141.80 and Miss Nellie
Rocket was the fartnoate - youn, Indy.

The stravge feature of the ‘affair was that
the young men did not rally to the support
of the lsdies in the same degree as the
Iadies worked for the hotel men.

After the Minister of Railways,

When Minister Blair reached town last
week there was an unusual stir on Prince
William' street the next morning. The
politicians were out in force and it was dif-
ficult work for the representative of New
Brunswick in the government to make his
way aloog the street. As soon as he had
looxed over rome Properties in connection
with his recent newspaper enterprise he
went back to his car and ther the stresm

was in the air and this was idered all
the more probable since 1he provincial sec
retary was knewn to be in the city. Soon
afterwards be entered the room and took
8 seat by the chairman and s little lateg
the chief left the room and confer-
red with the lawyers and mayor and Mr.,
McKelvey upstairs. © A settlement was
veached snd an spologetic explanation pre®
pared which seemed to suit Mr, M Kelvey.
This was drawn up in Pproper form and vead
to the safety board upon their return. T.e

chief said practioally that he was in the
fault but that his sction did not arise ont
of any ill will toward My, MKelvey.

And so the much talked of inquiry drop-
ped and when the pecple read how it had
been settled évery one wondered why the
&Hmldnothn-idulmtwhenth

| complaint was made and saved the safety

board the trouble and the expense in-
cidental to the city, to himself and Mr.
McKelvey.

But it is stated that the payment ot Mr,
MecKalvey's expenses, viz, Mr. Pugaley's
"bill' was & part ot the settlement.

He Went in Plaia Clothes.

Officers Semple is & member of the
North End division and sometime 8go he
.Was quite prominent and very vigilant so
far as after hour business was concerned on
the Westmorland road. Most of the read:
ers of PRoGREsY kiow thet Westmorland
road is different from Charlotte or
Prince William street and yet the liquor
dealer who gets a license there has to pay
8300 & year just the ssme as & retail
dealer has to in the Jmore populous
centrg. And yet in “spite of this
the police seem to exercise greater vigil-
ance toward the dealers on the outekirts of
the city than they do in other sections.
An example of this bas heen told Proa

to the  information; Of- J

RESS.  According
+ floor Bemple, who was on night daty dofied |

of visitors was mcessant. Everyone bad
something to ask and all 8ot some kind of
8 hearing, The callers included men of all
classes, politicians, ward workers, and
members of both parlisments. Still there
bave been no appointments made as yet
and the applicants are still waiting,

““Edward Sears, Mayor” is getting to be
8 tamiliar signature nowadays in the daily
papers. The Telegraph always has a city
coat of armp an inch deep to put over his
call for a Transvaal volunteer commil tee
meeting,and places the same double leaded
&t the head of its local columan. It is to be
boped that the charge (if there is any) will
Dot come out of the fund,  The mayor
also bas a fondness for long tele-
grams to the mayors of other towns when
8 letter would be more suitable snd s two

——
Prefer 8t, Jobn foys,

The phrase “St. John boys” was used
in the discussion at the council in the tax
exemption business this week and some
comment has been the resuls, Preference,
socording to Ald, McGoldnck, . should be
given to St. Jobn boys and plenty of ‘peo-
ple seem to agree with him, Btrangers in
the past have been able to get concessions
that St. John people could not secure and

in ti mention should be
made of giving preference if
given to the boys who
are inclined to atart ‘manufacturing
enterprise. Fii

————
Boy Wanted,

clothes & week sgo Saturday ni:ht, en- A
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Eungﬁon from taxation is & carchiog

phrase—¢o attractive and so alluring that
® Lamber of fisms,tempred by the kindnesh
ot the sldcrmen toward Messrs. Peters
¢nd their tancery hgve reaclved to put the
same kind ofa petition before the couneil
They are not 80 fir out of tte way perhape
8¢ some might think, becatse the common
Council bas a weakness for precedents and
baviog made one so important will no
doubt be induced to follow it ap.
Among the concerns mentioned as pos-
sible applicants are the two nail manufac-
turies on the esstern side of the barbor,
the Portland rolling mills and some foun-
dries.

All they will have to do will be to get
their petition in promptly, then prevail
upon the Mayor to call scme kind of a pub-
lic meeting at an hour when few people
can attend and see to it that his flice
is comfortably filled with their employes.
That will give the request a " fair start and
when the resolution they paes is presented
to the council itself, the influence cannot
be resisted.

This is about what bsppened in tte
Peters’ cate. The request for exemption
having gone into the council the mayor
was persuaded to call a public meeting o
the citizens to discuss so important & ques

8nd accertain just what propertion the rev-

: €xpressing any
opinion‘'upon . the sction of the council be
tbought it was quite probable’ that there '
would be.a pumber of spplications atking
for the ssme privilege as bas been given
to the Messrs. Poters.

There is one notsbla case of almoat ec-
tire exemption frem taxation in the city
and that is the Park's Cotton industr 2
Their assessment was fixed by lawat 85 (.
000 for ten years and when that expired
the period was extended for another term.
There is in addition $20,000 additions
asseasipent on stock and a small amount on
some real estate not included in the ex-
emption clause, bringing the total smount
taxable to between. seventy and weighty
thousand dollars or sbout ams tenth of
what it would have been had mot the asses-
sors been restricted by the lew exempting
them.

The case of Messrs. Peters is somew hat
Ppeculiar. Thnnyﬂhuerhubnﬁn
interested in the voncera, all of them mo-
tive, energetic men. They want to etay in .
St. John no doubt because they have other'
interests and property here but they knew
enough to bring prompt influence to bear
on the sldermen, while their sympathy for
their mis‘orture by fire was yet alive, to

tion as exempting industries from taxation.

A public meeting in St. John has ususl-
ly been held in s public place, say in the
Mechanics institate or the QOpera House,
where the public would have a chance to at
tcnd and listen in comfort to all that is said

promise them exemption from taxation. if
they would build again. No one can blame
them. It was shrewd business and few ; £
any merchan's or manufscturers would pay
taxes if they could persuade the cily that

or done,but this meeting was called by his
worship in one of bis persuasive little notes
to the daily newspapers, to be beld in the
city building where at the mogf "orly fiy
people could gather with any tomfort, and
the bour was fixed for half past three

Saturday alternoon ! i

It may be that the mayor did not realize
just what this meant to his meeting.’ -He
could not' bave expected: many busiress
men to leave their stores at the busiest
time of the busicst day of the week even
to confer upon such » question as €xemp-
tion from taxation, Siturday is pay day
where employment is found end the after-

their presence or absence ¢ffected the com=.
munity o such an extent,

OARRE 4¥TER g g Nowmy,
—
o Warts Pay For Books Contracted For
Ihrovgh Misrepresentstion,

Some time ago ProGrEss told the story
of how one of two Ppersuacive well groomed
gentlemen canvassed the ety for orders
for books and the successful manner in
which they persuaded many citizcng to
sign their cotracts. Their work was
supposed - toillustrate St. Jobn and other
cities and it was to come in parts. All the
parts, tome tixteen in pumber made a set.

noon of such a day the very worst time that
the mayer could have selected. There was
1o occasion for rush, still the conncil was
called for Monday morning and betore the
interested class of taxpayers had 8 chance
to give their views the exemption resolu-
tion wae passed in the council,

There may be some aldermen who hon-
estly believe in exemption. If so they had
better get their Arguments ready. They
will find it hard work to find ressons why

8904 | amployed in the

they should exempt Messrs. Peters’ tannery
and not confer.the same favor upon the
soap factcry across the street. But that
is wh.t they have done and they will be
prepared, no doubt, to back it up. Delay
Was out of the question with them. Did
not Mesers Peters want to build right
awsy P And was not Sussex and Hampton,
8t. Martins and Otnabog, for all we know,

reaching out their eager bands to welcome
this new industry | It must not be lost and
it was not. Feverish haste rather than
common sense characterized the action of
the aldermen. There were a fow cool ones
Mthywminm-inwityudwhuhs
fluence they had was by the res{
solution moved by Mr. Hurley and second.

ed by a citizen who for some time has been

andwha nesas-

purchased goods from Messrs. Poters and
made them up into boots and shoes. There
is no doubt he would be glad to see exemp-
tion aud what the man who converted
hides into l-mhn.otintlhdw'hy
should not the man who worked leather in-
to foot wear also enjoy P

So Mr. Hurley belped Messrs. Peters
out all he could and from his standpoint
Bo one could blame him, but private ix-
terests are seldom identioal with those of |.
thpublicinditmninthiulu.

° regarding the
amount of taxes received from industries
with & view to = at the amount to be
spoly to all But ;

Two of these ‘“‘parte” were devoted to
St. Jobn and New Brunswick and jt was
quite natural for the parties canvassed to
express & wish to bave them. Tt was not
explained to them apparently that (hey
could not get a part without' taking a “ge;’
and yet no doubt the contract cobtained
the word *‘set” and pot ‘“‘part” and the
man who signed it contracted for a set of
sixteen or more parte.  But in some cages
that PRoGRESS knows of, it was clearly
stated that the parties gsimply want.
ed the two 8t. John and New
Brunswick parts and nothing  wae
said to them about the Decessity of taking
the whole sct but ths word “two” was in-
serted where ‘‘one” should bave Leen.
This made the contract for the complete
sets instead of tw ¢ ‘e and the price $4
instead of between three and four dollars.

The work was to be présented in parts
but it was delivered as &’ whole and pay-
ment requested. Several of the duped ones
paid up, angry with themselves and vowi
:‘m:?-mmm they did not

‘M0W, Dy heart and test under a:
$at there were others wbo said :.'""'“PO would
ptoﬂnmmndcmiubey lost ex-
Ppose the parties who, ag they said, made
such misrepresentatioo to-them.

The accounts -have been placed in the
hnduofnyonghwypruoomu sud he
bas already sent out the preliminary de.
mand for a settlement.

He Didn't See the Otber Papor.

In s letter to an evening paper this
week the brotber ot young Shonaman, the
lad arrested for vagerancy, has s word or
muuthah:«n.muu
fiaot that the facts as teld in ProcRzss were,
exaguerated. A.funny part of the affair
i in this paper was:

papers.




