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PROCEEDINGS OF
THE LEGISLATURE

CLEVER CRITICISM
QF THE GOVERNMENT

J. Murphy Aptly Reviews History of
Ministry—Stuart Henderson Ably
Follows in Attack.

Victoria, March 30th.

Prayers were read by Rev. J, F. Vi-
chert.

i “Receiving Attention.”

Before proceeding to the general busi-
ness of the day, J. A. Macdonald asked

Premier if he had decided upon any

. \tion respecting railways. The
House had been in session six weeks, and
while it was announced in the King's
specch that there would be railway legis-

\tion, yet no announcement had -been
made. The opposition -had shown pa-
tience in the matter and had not pressed
for answers from week to week. He
thonght it but right that an annoumce-
ment should be made now.

Premier McBride said that the ques-
tion of provinecial aid to railways was at
this time receiving his greatest attem~
tion.

This was received with laughter by the
House,

The Premier said he did not take the
leader of the opposition seriously in view
of the votes of want of confidence on the
order paper.

The leader of the opposition said it was
for this very reason he asked the ques-
tion.

Coal Mines Act.

On the third reading of the bill to
amend the Coal Mines Regulation Aect,
R. Hall moved in amendment - that
“‘Bank,” for the purposes of this act,

] mcan the surface entrance to a
mine, except in the case of a_vertical
shaft, when it shall mean the foot of
the shaft.”

Ho explained that when the amend-
ment was introduced last year the ex-
cuse was that it was to bring the Crow’s
Nest mines into the same condition with
rospect to a day’s work as the mines on
the Island. He favored an eight-hour
day, but a man for an eight hours’ pay
should give eight hours’ work. He also
thought that a man who wantedto work
a few hours extra time should be  al-
lowed to do so if he was paid for it. In
this province legislation was being passed
ahead of the tirre. The collieries of this
province had to compete with those of
the United States. In the latter country
the men worked nine hours a day for less
daily pay than the miners got here. The_
oil competition was also interfering with
the local mines. The attempt to fix an
artificial wage worked against/ the inter-
ests of the industry. It would take very
little to close down the collieries, on
Vancouver Island. There was mo de-
mand for this legislation. If this‘amend-
ment passed it would be a loss to the
men. 1f all the coal produced by these
collieries was consumed by the province
there would be more excuse for this, But
the provinee did not control the price.
He hoped the members would look at this
seriously and not with regard to curry-
ing favor with any workingmen, He
felt sure the workingmen would agree
with him in this.

Parker Williams contended that coal
miners did not make between 50 cents
and 80 cents an hour in British Colum-
bia. The coal of Washington and Oregon
states wag really a lignite and did not
come into competition with the Vancou-
ver Island fuel. Some miners in. Washing-
ton worked nine hours a day, bnt three-
fourths of the miners, worked only eight
hours. For from twelve to fifteen years
there had been an eight-hour law in Na-
naimo. Within the pdst year changes
had taken place in the colliery at that
city, and an attempt was made to annul
the legislation of last year. The eight-
hour day now in force was such that
three of them fitted into a twenty-four.
hour day. This proposal of Mr. Hall’s
would net allow this, »

W. W. B. Meclnones said that the act
of last séssion ‘was passed on the con-
dition that it would not interfere with
the condition in the mines of Vancouver
Island. It was now found that if this
act went into effect it would seriously
disturb two mines on Vancouver Island.
The legislation of last yegr was brought
in to affect the Fernie' mines. This
amendment of Mr. Hall’s would not alter
the provisions of last year’s act with re-
erect to Fernie. If the legislation came

ffect ‘it would reduce the time of

- *he miners in two of the Van-
"-land mines by 50 minutes &

la The coal market was not wium

» control of thig province. The cheaply

ed col of Japan came into competi-

While Washington coal was in-
ferior to that of Vancouver Island yet
‘ere grades of it which came very

v to the quality of the Island pro-

The result of reducing the hours

of lahor in the mines would lead to

trouble with respect to wages, and a
strike would be precipitated.” The act of
last year gave mines worked as a slope
an advantage of 50 minutes a day. his
alone would give Nanaimo the disadvan-
tage of 50 minutes as compared with the
slopa in an adjoining coal field. Nanaimo
was a paradise for coal miners. Why
should conditions be disturbed? The
miners there did not want to disturb the
conditions. If the act went into effect he
did not believe that the company at Na-
naimo would await trouble with the men.
The mines would be closed, and he spoke
advisedly on this.

On motion of Harry Wright the de-
bate was adjourned.

Third Readings.

The bill to amend .the Dentistry ‘Con-
solidation Act passed its third reading.

The bill to amend the B. C. Railway
Act also passed its third reading.

Elections Act.

On the hill to amend the Elections Act,
I". Carter-Cotton said that he could not
see why the deposit should be reducéd.
He rather favored wiping the depesit out
altogether than make this change. He
thought all classes should be represented
n the Legislature, There Was 10 pros-
pect for a general election until the end

e ——

| of the present parliament. This might

therefore be deferred for two sessions
support it. 3

of the debate:

J: H. Hawthornthwaite pointed out
that it ‘was manifestly unfair to delay
these matters.

The debate wae adjourned.

‘Workmen’s Compensation,

The House then went into committee
on: the bill to amend the Workmen’s
Compensation Act, with H, B. Tanner
in the chair.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite moved an
amendment by which aid under the act

in height. It was absurd to apply the
more in height,

This carried, '

Another amendment introduced by Mr.
Hawthornthwaite put the compensation
at $2,000 instead of $1,500 as at present
In case of death resulting. TUnder the
conditions in British Columbia $2,000
compensation was none too high.

J. A. Macdonald said that this act
really provided for insurance. He did
not think it would at the present time
be opportune to raige the amount. The
bill he introduced was altogether in
favor of the workingman. Under the
depression ot the present time nothing
should be done to deter the return of the
time of prosperity.

_T. W. Paterson said the whole prin-
ciple of the Workmen’s Compensation
Act was wrong. The employer was ren-
dered liable for all accidents, even those
over which he had no control. Men pro-
posing fo carry on enterprises were
handicapped in seeking -advances of
money by this $1,500 a head on the em-
ployees hanging over the concern. The
placing of such legislation only hampered
those who sought to put capital to de-
velop the country,

John Oliver thought the amendment
was out ‘of order.

Mr. Paterson, rising agaiﬂ, said that
the mover of this amendment had stated
in the House that the policy of his party
was to wreck the in?ustries of this prov-
ince. It behooved tlie other members of
the Houseto tkink seriously before sup-
porting such an amendment therefore.
Mr. Hawthornthwaite said Mr. Pater-
son was stating what was untrue, and
that the member for the Islands made
the statement knowing it to be untrue.

J. R. Brown held that the employer
was not liable for all accidents. It had
to be shown that there was carelessness.
Then again it was necessary to show
that the injured had others dependent
upon him. He also pointed out that the
Employers’ Liability Act gave redress
also. Taking into consideration the ad-
ditional cost of living in British Columbia
compared with England the compensa-
tion should be'increased to $3,000,

W. Davidson thought this would lead
to employers. being more careful.

Mr.: Williams called attention to the
fact that employers insured the em-
ployees. He rather favored making it
necessary for the employer to personally
bear the risk and thus provide greater
security for the employees. Workingmen
had their rights as well as employers.
Mr.” Paterson said that it made him
tired to have lectures read out to him
on the workingmen of the country. He
knew = himself more about workingmen

1 -

them.: He had himself been a working-
man al} his life. He knew that the best
class of workingmen in the province did
not want to be treated as imbeciles un-
able to take care of themselves.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite said he gave
Mr. Paterson credit for being one of the
few members who had the courage of his
convictions. *This act was not a Social-
istic one. It was introduced by him at
the request of the Trades Unions of Vic-
toria. A measute like this aided in the
organization of industrial interests. The
risks of capitalists were very small com-
pared. with-that of those werking in in~
dustrial pursuits. - This was not a reac-
tionary measure. ' It was introduced by
conservative couitries. Even in Russia
a workmen’s compensation act was in
force. British Columbia ‘'was ages be-
hind in this respect.

J. A. Macdonald pointed out that the
employee who sustained injury had we-
dress -in three ways. Under common law
the employee could .take action to recover
the fullest loss; under the Em-
ployers’ Liability Act he could  get
redress up to the amount of three
years’ earnings, and in the  third
case " he could have Tecourse by
means of the Workmen's Compensation
Act. The latter was to provide for cases
where neither employer or employee was
to blame. He pointed out that in Eng-
land the result of the act was that the
employer shifted the responsibility by ad-
ding to the cost of the article produced,
and thus not being forced to bear it. In
this country the industries were some-
what different. The mine owners could
not add a cent to the cost of their pro-
duet an | thus the burden fell directly
ypon them.

The amendment of Mr., Hawthorn-
thwaite carried.

A proposal of Mr. Hawthornthwaite
to raise the compensation in case of an
employee being injured only was consid-
ered. The amendment was defeated.
Mr, Macdonald called attention to the
fact that the Provincial Secretary  and
Mr. Garden had not voted. g
These members said they both voted
for the amendment,

The bill was reported.

5 Wigs Again. ;
On the report on the bill to amend th

Dr. Price’s
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food. o
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longer. At the present time he could not

W, J. Bowser moved the aédom-nment

should apply to those injured while em- !
ployed on a building less than forty feet |

act only to buildings of forty .feet or |

than all these that talked so much abbue.“:’hﬂd

Price Baking Powder Go:

Supreme Court Act in the way of regu-
lating the wearing of wigs, Mr. Haw-
thornthwaite moved in amendment that
i the wigs of any color other ‘than red be
i prohibited, In support of it he held that
a red wig would distinguish the judges
more than anything else. Moreover, cer-
tain members of the bench had been pro-
vided by naturein this respect and would
not need to wear wigs. These judges
{ were, he understood, opposed to wigs,
and thus a way out of the difficulty
would be provided.

The Premier and others wanted the
amendment withdrawn.

Hon. R, G. Tatlow wanted it left as
amended, so that the bill would be as
ridiculous as possible.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite said he could
| not withdraw the amendment. His party
would only consent to red wigs. (Laugh-
ter.)

The amendment was lost.

The report was adopted.

J. Murphy’s Speech.

On, the motion to go into supply, J.
Murphy opened the debate amidst loud

he would give a few of the many objec-
tions which he had to grant supply. He
had po prospect to become finance min-
ister. After sitting five weeks in a
House doing nothing he took the first
opportunity before leaving for the valley
of the Okanagan to ecriticise the govern-
ment.

He referred to the fact that a desire
to gain office did not actuate him. He
had supported Mr. Cotton and also Mr.
McBride. If party lines had not been
adopted he would have still supported
the latter. He was therefore accustomed
to support the opposition.

Any prosperity in the province was
due not to what was done in the legisla-
ture but what had been done in the Do-
minion House., The legislation in Brit-
ish Columbia had for years had an effect
of deterring capital from coming into the
province, The construction-of railways,
and the filling -up of the Northwest, thus
affording a market for the fruit growers,
had been the means adopted to aid Brit-
ish- Columbia by the Dominion. He con-
gratulated the. Premier on having a full
cabinet. He alluded to Mr. Houston
having ‘severed his conmection with the
party led by Mr. McBride. The people
were entitled to know all the circum-
stances connected with that incident.
The member for Ymir had aspired to
be a member of the cabinet. The next
aspirant for cabinet honors was the mem-
ber for Revelstoke. It had been urged
that while the President of the Council
was fighting against party lines Mr.
Taylor hag fought as a Caopservative:
Mr. Clifford also desired to -enter the
cabinet. Last session Mr. Clifford had
moved to adjeurn the debate 'on supply
until the railway policy was brought
down. That policy had not yet been‘
brought down. (Laughter.)

With such material to draw from he
could not compliment-the Premier on the
choice of cabinet ministers he made.
(Applause.)
The President of the.Counecil in the
Lillooet election had said this was not
the first' Conservative government but
was the first. -Mainland government.
‘What had the historic Island of Vancou-
ver done to be overlooked in the choice
“of the cabjnetw. Grant in caucus, it
en safd, h¥a8: thé'ofily man with a
practical knowledge of the lumber indus-
try. He believed that the only Conserv-
ative on the Island should have been
taken in as a minister, Mr. lifford,
Mr. Houston, and Mr. Ellison belonged
to a different- wing to that led by the
Premier. Mr. Cotton’s position was
unique. He regarded party lines as a
farce. (Laughter.)
! No scandals could be brought against
this government, as it had done nothing.
{Laughter.)
Last summer what was the government
doing? The. Attorney-General had ex-
celled himself by proving his contention
in opposition to that of the solicitor of
Vancouver. (Laughter.) The great sub-
ject discussed was that of the duties of
pound keeper. (Laughter.)
He referred to the changes made last
year in the statutes by the ~Attorney-
General which it was sought te put back
again in their original form now. Last
year he had begged the Attorney-General
to leave the acts alone. His advice was
not followed and day after day the At-
torney-General came down with amend-
ments on amendments to those poor un-
fortunate mother acts. (Laughter.)
/During the recess the goSvernment had
done -another thing. The government
had engaged in exchanging lands for
asylum purposes. They had lost about
$10,000 by the trade. In so doing-they
had gone back to first prineiples which
were in force among the Indians before
the white man came. They engaged in
trading and let the other side get the
best of them. (T.aughter.)

Going into the Lillooet election, he said
the Premier had taken great credit for
the election of a governmeént member.
There were only 310 voters. About 30
or 40, were working on the roads under
the government, and about 25 or 30 were
officials for election purposes. In all
about one-fifth of the voters were in gov-
ernment employ. ’‘.ae Liberal party fell
down only in the Fraser River valley in
that election. The Chief Commissioner
deserved the credit for that. The Chief
Commissioner could shorten Caesar’s
words pertaining to his campaign in
Gaul when he expressed it as summed
up in “I came, I saw, I conquered.” The
Chief Commissioner could shorten it to
“I came, I saw.” He went to the Fraser
river and saw one person.. That manp
dispenses beans and bacon and the Lib-
erals could only get about one vote out
of seven as a result. (Laughter.)

Reading from the report of the depart-
ment of agriculture, he called attention
to the fact that they were a peculiar
people in Lillooet and had. strange cat-
tle. The government servant in the re-
port said “It is just possible that the
disease amongst the cattle on the west
side of the river is ‘malignant eatarrh.’
Want of any reasonable care, starvation
in winter from lack of food and water,
inbreeding by-little starved runts of bulls
and general laziness anq dirt on the part
of the owners are bound to establish dis-
ease:”’

Continuing, Mr. Murphy said: “It was
to this #eird, strange people with their
strange herds; of cattle that the Chief
Commissionéf came.” (Laughter.)

After the Tilleoet eleetion for. months
the gdvernment appeared to have died.
The next heatrd 6f the government the
members were wandering about in the
four corners of the earth'like the shades

applause from both gides. He said that:

of the ancient Greeks, The Attorney- .(

General established. a: precedent: umique
in the history of the -Empire in crossing
the ocean to get leave to take an.appeal
fo the Privy Council, which could have
been dene by writing a letter. (Laugh-
ter.) - The Finance Minister was being
interviewed in Toronto with respect to
shipping products from the provinee by
way of the Panama canal, which would
probably not be finished for 100 years.

the government came down at the
opening of the session with a speech
which contained nothing. ‘The opposi-
tion rightly refused to discuss nothing.
(Laughter and applause.)

The Attorney-General came and gushed
in expressing his pride at having the
support of the Socialists.
followed in the same way and kept his
own party in line by promising railway
legislation. (Applause.) ;

Taking the platform of the Socialists
and the Conservatives he could show
that the two parties were diametriecally
opposed. There could be no railway leg-
islation if the Socialists were to control
the affairs. Capitalists would not invest
in a“country controlled by them.

It the leader of the Socialists wished to
reform the world well and good, but
Cariboo could not exist without capital,
and capital would not come in under th
circumstances. 7

If the Finance Minister was fair and
charged up against this government ex-
penditures as he charged them up against
other governments, last year's deficit
would be’ the largest in the history of
the provinee. The Minister of Finance
transferred to ecapital account expendi-
ture on New Westminster bridge. Mr.
Turner argued he never had a deficit,
charging roads, etc., to capital account.
This government had cut down the ex-
penditure on roads and bridges $103,000.
That was not good policy. There was
no economy in that. This'was maladmin-
istration. Under the Chinese Restriction
Act the minister got more than his pre-
decessor. There ‘was no credit due to
the minister for that. The cheque came
from Ottawa: He wanted an explana-
tion of the vote of $58,500 last year for |
dyking account. This was voted out of
current revenue, and then the expendi-
ture charged to the dyking districts. This
was done simply to show a surplus. It
was a disgrace for a government in a
province like this to claim a surplus.
Every dollar should be wisely expended.
The credit of the province should be
taxed to its utmost. If there was a gov-
ernment of ability, composed of men who
would give all their time to the affairs,
he would not be afraid of an increased
debt. 'Lhe money would all come back
tenfold in a few years.

The affairg of thé province were Tun
in a most haphazard way. It cost $100
more to feonduct the elections in Bs-
quimalt than in Lillooet, one of the most
outlying districts. He instanced a Con-
servative commission merchant getting
by commissions on collections for the
government, and salaries more than half
the amount expended on roads and
bridges in Cariboo.

He opposed granting supply on the
grounds of the unholy alliance between
the Conservatives and the Socialists. He
was sorry to hear Mr. Cotton say
that the government was entrenched in
power for two years. This could only
be by the support of the Socialists.
Knowing the Premier and the leader of
the Socialists, he knew #hat.the govern-
ment would give in before the Socialists
and this was therefore a Socialist gov-
ernment.

Mr, Murphy sat down amidst applause
from both sides.

Stuart Henderson upon rising to 'move
the adjournment of the“debate was in-
formed that the House was to sit in the
evening.

The House then rose until 8.30.

EVENING SESSION.
Stuart Henderson,

Upon resuming in the evening étuart
Henderson opened amidst applause. He
was surprised that no oné on the govern-
ment side followed Mr. Murphy.

Pledge aften pledge and promise after
promise had been proken by the govern-
ment, either through laziness or some-
 thing else. An Assessment Act had been
passed at one session only to be amend-
ed at the next. There was nothing done
to lift the province out of the rut. The
balance sheet for 1904 was very similar
to that of 1003.

The Attorney-General said there was
no ‘cooking” of the accounts.

Mr. Henderson said thera was no one
in the government capable of cooking
them.

Going into the. balance sheet, he show-
ed that the Island Quartz Company
meant nothing as an asset.

The Nakusp & Slocan railway and
Shuswap & Okanagan railway accounts
had not been audited for years. He con-
tended that the C. P. R. in its methods
of conducting the accounts kept the
province out of sums due to it.

He went into the dyking accounts, and
showed that there was a vast difference
in the accounts under various heads.
The accounts” were in an interminable
jumble, and prompted a suspicion that
these were not kept very well in com-
mon with; other departments.

The receipts of the province showed
that in connection with the mining indus-
try there was a very heavy falling off,
amounting to 24 per cent this-year. The_‘
Premier said the mining industry was’
rever, better. There « was something
wrong. If the tax was a fair one, either
the industry was deelining, the tax was
unfair, or the affairs were badly man-
aged.

There was really a falling off of the
assessment on real property- from last
year. If ‘the taxes had remained the
game there would have been less taxes
collected. The same was the case with
wild land. The taxation rates of real
and personal property, if it had been done’]
under the same act as the year previ-
ous, would have fallen $18,000 below
that of ‘the year previous. This wag an-
other instance.

The government had made an increase
under timber leases “and royalties due
to the increased trade with the North-
west. The revenue tax had not been col-
lected properly, and laxity was shown.

There was a bank overdraft of $252,-
745, on which interest was paid. -Yet
during a good part of the time there
was a larger sum standing to the credit
of the province. ;

“Phe ‘printing , office ¢ost. over $50,000,
"The ‘net loss: on the ‘printing ‘office and:
stationery was $25,000. In New Bruns-
y wick the cost under this head was only
from $17.000 to $19;000. The cost ofl

The Premier |
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postage in New Brunswick was only
$2,300, as compared with $6,500 in this
province, For telegraphing, New Bruns-
wick paid only $1,700, compared with
$7,000 in this province. For telephones
it cost $838 in New Brunswick, instead
of $4,000 here. If the Attorney-General
instead of going to England had stopped
in New Brunswick he might have learn-
ed much in the way of curtailing ex-
penses. In” Manitoba similar conditions
prevailed as in New Brunswick.

The expense on public health cost too
much. The cost had increased from
$17,000 to $19,000.- The secretary of the
board of health drew $3,600 a year, as
compared with a salary of $2,000 paid te
Dr. Bryce in Ontario.

Mr. Cotton said it had been cut down
this year in the estimates to $3,000.
Resuming, Mr. Henderson said the ad-
ministration of justice cost too much as
compared with the cost in the unor-
ganized districts of Ontario. This would
not show up well in the -comparative
tests in the demand for better terms, In-
dian and ‘Chinese cases took about one-
quarter of the cost in this respect. This
should form a strong plea in approach-
ing the Dominion government, asking for
better terms.

The Minister of Finance should have
taken advantage-of the money deposited
by residents of the province in the banks
in order to raise the loans required.
Other provinees and states had foumd
this a wise course. The Finance Min-
ister should have the influence to lead
to the establishment of a bank with
headquarters in the province. In this
way any loan would not have to be con-
sidered in Montreal or elsewhere by men
not familiar with the local conditions.
The system of keeping the accounts in
the provineb should be improved upon.
On ‘the question of surplus, Mr. Hen-
derson said when the minister struck off
$58,500 from the estimates and put it to
capital account because there was an
act of parliament authorizing the expen-
diture on dykes; why did he not strike
of the $10,000 authorized for Govern-
ment House maintenance, which was
also covered by act of parliament?
Acting on the advice of the opposition
the item of $1,500 had been struck out
of the estimates for a gold commissioner
for Omineca.

In order to fully develop the -covntry
it was heccssary to uuite the fertile val-
leys with mining districts, and thus find
a market. ’ ;

The opposition would aid in every way
possible the government in getting all it
could from the Dominion.

“You don’t think the Liberal govern-
ment at Ottawa is using us fairly?” ask-
ed Mr. Bowser. 3

“I don’t say that,” replied Mr. Hen-
derson. “You, have not presented your
case properly.”

Referring to the Lillooet election, Mr.
Henderson said that over 300 out of 800
electors were in the employ of the gov-
ernment. The riding was a Conserva-
tive one, and did not test the feeling of
the country. The conduct of the Attor-
ney-General was so strenuous there that
he had to take a holiday afterwards.

The Attorney-General took exception
to the remarks, muttering something un-
intellible in the gallery.

Mr. Henderson said he would take no
threats from the Attorney-General, or
any one else. If the Attorney-General
was so thin skinned he had better get
out of politics.

The Attorney-General,

The Attorney-General followed. He
said that the financial &ritic of the gov-
ernment had apparently been discovered.
He pitied the country if ever Mr. Hen-
derson became Finance Minister.

The affairs of the country had been
conducted in such a way as to produce
a surplus, the second in the: history of
the province. It was a real surplus he
could say. ¢

He did not believe that Mr. Henderson
had -ever read the contract in conneection
with deminding an audit of the accounts
with 'the”"C. P. R. with respeetto the
branch lines referred by him. He, the
Attorney-General, had endeavored to do
something in ‘this, but :had found his
hands tied. Nothing could be done to
bring it about. By a mistake the matter
was not brought before the railway com-
mission. The present government was
not to blame in any particular with re-
spect to it. The Dominion goverrnment
deserved the greatest ecredit for the ap-
pointment of the railway ecommission.
- Phe mining récéipts: would show het-
ter if some of the mining companies paid
svhat was dwe by. them, ‘and admitted to

flowed. This showed that mining busi-
ness was going on.

He reprimanded Mr. Henderson for
having the bad taste to refer to a seri-
ous illness he had had.

J. Oliver moved the adjournment of the
debate, the House adjourning after 11
o’clock. £3

Victoria, March 31st.
Prayers were read by Rev. John F.
Vichert.
A Question of Privilege.

Before proceeding to the orders of the
day, W. G. Cameron, on a question of
privilege, referred to the report that he
had violated the Constitution Act. 1lle
had had no transaction with the govern-
ment. He had dealt with the ecity, and
in. so doing had no official connection
with the government.

Dr. Young explained that his naa: had
also appeared in this comnection. His
services with the government had ter-
minated before his nomination.

John Oliver wanted to know if the
member for Atlin denied receiving pay
for a period after he was nominated.
Dr. Young said he had nothing to do
with the management of the treasury de-
partment. He had resigned before he
was nominated.
Mr. Oliver said
evaded.

The Premier said this being a question
of privilege this could not be \iebated.

New Bills.

The following bills were introduced
and read a first time:

By Hon. Chas. Wilson, a bill to amend
the Trustees and Executors Act; and a
bill to regulate Immigration Into British
Columbia.

By Dr. Young, a bill to amend the
Medical Act.

By Hon. F. J. Fulton, a bill to amend
the Royal Columbian Hospital Act, 1901.

By J. A. Macdonald, a bill to amend
the Coal Mines Act.

Questions and Answers.

Parker Williams asked the Chief Com-
missioner of Lands and Works the fol-
lowing question: .

What portion of vote No. 150, of the
session of 1903-4, has been spent in the
following electoral districts: Esquimalt,
Cowichan, Newecastle, . Nananimo, Al-
berni, Comox, respectively?

Hon. R. F. Gdeen replied-as follows:

*Hsquimalt division, $571.52; Cowichan
division, -$795.35; Newcastle division;
$42.25; Nanaimo division, $1,175.72; Al-
berni division, $445.07; Condox division,
$794.24.7

W. W. B. McInnes asked the Chief.
Commissioner of Lands and Works the
following question:

Will the government receive and allow
applications to pre-empt land located
within the limits of the Quatsino Power
& Pulp Company, Limited, concession?

Hon. R. F. Green replied as foliows.

“Yes, if the written consent of the
company is obtained by the applicant.”

Mr. J. Oliver asked the Chief Commis-
sioner of Lands and ' Works the following
questions:

1. What is the cost of the new whart
at Bella Coola?

2. What is the height of approach to
whart and the cost of the approach?

3. When was wharf completed?

4. Has the government any informa-
tion that on account of faulty construc-
tion this wharf is in danger of collapse?

5. Is it ‘the intention of. the govern-
ment to add to this ‘wharf for the pur-
pose of previding cattle corrals?

Hon. Mr. Green replied as follows:

‘1. $1,300.

“2. Five (five) feet above high water;
$10.013.36. .

“3. August, ‘1903,

“4, No. .

the question was

“5.  No.”

John Oliver’s Speech.

On resuming the debate on the motion
to _go into supply, Mr. Oliver said ttat
Hon. Mr.. Tatlow had not been a success
as a finance minister. The government
had claimed a surplus, but about half
a million was charged to public accounts.
For the year 1903-4 $58500 was voted
and was not carried forward in the cur-
rent accounts. If it had there would
have been a deficit of over $30.000. The
publie accounts did not, therefore, con-
vey the true-situation.

The policy of the opposition was
proved this year. . <Phe .opposition had

which could be got. Now, only one year
after the Finance Minister held that the
credit of the province was better than
ever before. 'The money could be got
at a much lower rate this year. rMuni-
cipal debentures of Victoria &t 4 per
cent. were quoted now at 1V2 owing to
the changed conditions on the money
markets. The government had thus
proved that it was not wise in its finan-
“cial policy, and the contention of the
opposition was borne out.
The assessment act of last year had
been protested against by the people.
The government had this year by
Jegislation wiped out some of the
most obnoxious features of° the bilk
If the government  had followed the
advice of the opposition last year
there would have been no need of
the expense of the commission and the
act might have been amended last year
just as it was improved this year.
The Finance Minister was not to be
complimented upon his scheme for tax-
ing railways which discriminated among
the lines.
ane government would not enforce the
measure it passed with respect to taxing
banks and this year came down and re-
pealed these sections. i
The School Bill relieved the treasury
of dbout $80,000 at the expense of the
efficiency of the school system.
Where is the $1,000,000 raised by the
loan last year? On June 1st over balf
a million dollars was lying in the bank
drawing no interest as current account.
The Finance Minister said this drew
3 per cent.
Mr. Oliver said that'he was glad to be
corrected.
per cent. for this money and drew only 3
per cent. In December there was over
$400,000 standing to current account
upon which 3 per cent. was drawn and
the government was paying 5 per cent.
At the same time $300,000 of an over-
draft required the paying of 5 per cent.
Hon. Mr. Tatlow said that this money
raised by the loan of last year could not
be used for current account.
Mr. Oliver asked who forced the bill
through. Was it the bank which did it
and brought about this situation? This
was 1o excuse on the part of the gov-
ernment which permitted this state of
affairs. .

He went into the history of the Aftor-
ney-General abrogating his position 4§

gentlethan had refused to abrogate in’
fayor.- of Mr. McBride at first. But whén
Mr. McBride offered the leader of the
Conservative party the attorney-general-

position and the duty to the party was
forgotten. Again, the Attorney-General
h'ad consented to grant a fiat for a peti-
tion of right in a certain case. But in
executive it was decided that the claim-
ant should have no redress. He did not
know that the Attorney-General - could
retain his dignity and remain in office.
The Finance Minister said this claim
‘was an outrageous one. The Minister of
Finance really contended that the judges
of th_e province were not to be trustd to
do right in the case. The claimant
(Aulay Morrison) fought and won the
case of the province against the best
lawyers before the railway committec.

Comparéd with this- was an item for
$3,400 paid to one named Wilson (the At-
torney-General). He felt safe in saying
that as far as-any- benefits were derived
gd’i- _tlus province that they could be put
in his eye and he could see as plainly as
before.

The platform of the Conservative party
upon which they were élected contained
A .clause in favor of government owner-
ship of railways. Yet when it was pro-
posed to give running rights to other
roads over the Pacific Northern & Omin-
eca road the government refuses to sup-
port it.

The Conservative party also promised
to tax mines on the net profits.; Last
session the Premier had promised a sub-
stitute for the 2 per cent. tax and had
not yet found it.

The Conservative party promised to re-
serve for the government coal lands.
The government had granted 680,000
acres of coal lands and not one reserva-
tion in it all.

With reference to the lumber industry
Mr. Oliver pointed out that while the
members>,9 the government sneered at
the  Liberal.” government at Otawa the

advised thé fleating. of the lodfi. of last
vear for a longer period. than three years.
This Wwas hecausé the Finance Minister

_be due. ‘The mining receipts ebbed and

said that 5 .per cent, was the best rate

Droviucial ministry had inflicted burdens

0 the hardy settlers who cut timber.

hey. were taxed and in torn the maldie-
men were. tfxed- by this government

But the government paid 5 .

_leaider of the Conservative party. That .

ship that gentleman humbly took the .
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