 MNEET AT OTTAWA

FOR DISCUSSION OF
IMPORTANT SUBJECTS

J. ‘A, Grant, of Victoria, Will be Among
Those Attending—Matters Which
Wili be Considered.

Official notice has been sent out an-
r.ouncing the date of the Dominion
conference of frupit growers at Ottawa
on the 20th of March. Delegates should
arrange, the notice says, to he in Ot-'
tawa by the evening of the 19th.

The conference has been called by
Hon., Sydney Fisher, minister of agri-
culture, upon representations made
from time to time to him, particularly
by a deputation of fruit growers and
others who waited upon him last win-
ter, urging that such a meeting be cali-
ed for the purpose of discussing vari-
ous questions of national import bedr=
ing on the fruit industry. In a letter
to' the secretary of the Victoria Fruit
Growers’ Association Hon. Mr. Fisher
says: “I believe that such a conference
consisting, as it should, of representa-
tive men from all over the Dominion,
might be made of much practical
value to fruit growing and alied in-
terests. Being desirous of doing any-
thing in. my power to promote the wel-
fare of this important industry, I have
therefore much pleasure in inviting the
Victoria Fruit Growers’ Association to
send one delegate, representing Van-
couver Island, to a conference which
will be held in Ottawa under the aus-
pices of the department of agriculture
some time during the next session of
parliament.”

At the annual meeting of the Vic-
toria District Fruit Growers’ Associa-
tion it was decided to send a delegate
according to the wishes of the minister
of agriculture, and at a subsequent
meeting of the directors James “A.
Grant was chosen to represent them.
Mr. Grant will leave for Ottawa about
the 10th of March. He has made a
study of local fruit growing conditions
and requirements for the past eighteen
vears, having as well recently receiv-
ed a diploma for a course in the horti-
cultural correspondence school of
Springfield, Mass. He is therefore well
oualified to speak for the industry on
Vancouver Island.

There will be present at the confer-
ence two representatives from Prince
Edward Island, four from Nova Scotia,
two from New Brunswick, five from |
Quebec, nine from Ontario, one from |
Manitoba; one from Saskatchewan, one
from Alberta, and four from British
Columbia. The departments of agri-
culture of the several provinces and
the agricultural colleges will he asked
to send one officer each in addition to
the regular delegates, and the various
officials of the Dominion department of
agriculture and experimental farms
will be in attendance in an advisory or
expert capacity. The subjects sug-
gested for consideration at the confer-
ence are as follows:

Statistics and Fruit Crop
Acreage of small fruits by counties.
Number of fruit trees by countics.
IEstimation of quantity and vaiue
fruit crop. (d) Preferred varieties.
By-monthly or monthly reports
fruit crop conditions, including
weather, insects, fungous diseases and
market quotations.

Transportation—By rail: (a) Rates,
classification. (b) Discrimination in
rates: 1. Between individuals and firms;
2. Between long and short hauls; 2. Be-
tween places or territories; 4. Between
commoditlies. (¢) Station accommodations.
(d) Speed of service and delays. (e) Sup-
ply of cars (delays in supplying cars).
(f) Facilities for tracing cars en route.
(g) Delays in settling claims. (h) Special
facilities for fruit shipments: “*Deck-
ing’’ cars for baskets; 2. Ventilated cars;
3. Refrigerator and frost proof cars; 4.
Heated cars; 5. Transportation for at-
tendants in charge. (i) Bills of lading:
a. Shipper’s count; b. Exemption. Q)
Demurrage charges. (k) Competent sta-
tion employees. () Transportation by
express. By water—(a) Freight rates. (b)
Ventilated and refrigerator ‘chambers.
(¢) Dock accommodations for loading and
unloading. (d) Bills of lading.

Packages—(a) Berry boxes. (b) Bas-
kets. (c¢) ¥ruit boxes. (d) Barrels. (e)
Crates and other packages. (f) Uniform-
ity in minimum, maximum or definite
size.

Markets and \Lukottn"—(a) Agents and
commission men—domestic. (b) Agents
and commission men—foreign. (¢) Direct
sales and consignments. (d) Co-operation
in selling. (e) Opening new markets. (f)
Commercial agents abroad.

Adulteration of Fruit Products.—(a)
Jams. (b) Jellies. (c) Canned fruits. (d)
Fruit extracts.

Nurseries—(a) Varieties and
(b) Disease and pest inspection.
sponsibility of agents.

The Fruit Marks Act—(a)
grade No. 2.

Dominion Experimental Farms and Pro-
vincial Experiment Stations—(a) On what
new lines should the work be prosccuted?

Horticultural Eduecation—(a) Fruit con-
ventions and institutes. (b) Orchard
meetings. (c¢) School gardens. (d) Agri-
cultural college short courses.

Orcharé Practices—(a) Varieties. (b)
Planting. (c) Tillage. (d) Fertilizera.
(e) Pruning. (f) Thinning. (g) Spraying.
(h) Orchard soil culture. (i) Winter pro-
tection. (j) Picking. (k) Storing.

Fall Fairs and Fruit Exhibition Gener-
ally—(a) Prize list. (b) Judging and
Judges--score cards. (c) Displays.

Horticultural Publications,.

Miscelianeous.

Canadian® Pomological Society
minion Horticultural Society?

Reports—(a)
D)
(2)

of
()

novelties.
(c) Re-

Definition of

or Do-

FIRE AT MONCTON.

T'art of Intercolonial Shops Destroyed
—Damage Estimated at
$750,000.

Qttawa, Feb. 26.—Fire broke out in
the work shops of the Intercolenial at
Mancton, N. B., on . Saturday night.
T he greter nart of the shops was
destroyed. The damage was heavy,
some say three-quarters of a million.

Hon. ' Mr. Emmerson left for the scene’

of the fire yesterday.

N
“'1 : according to the original plans in ev ery
the | important particular.

|

" ALLEGED DISCRIMINATION. "

The C. P.“R. Reo_iies to - the Charges
Breferred by Pacific Coast Mer-
chants.

The reply of the C. P. R. to the re-
tainer threatened by Vancouver, deal-
_ing-with ‘the -dispute between the.com-
pany and Pacific Coast merchants, has
been received: It is a very lengthy
document, and goes fully into details,
the main point of ‘which is that the
ccmpany should not be placed on the
cdefensive, and the contention that the
compl&inants have not established a
rrima facie case. Theé allegations
made are practically denied, and the
railway commission, to. whom the re-
rly is addressed, is informed that if
it decides that the company should en-
ter a defence, this will be done. The
charge preferred is that the Canadian
Pacific Railway Company unduly and
unjustly--discriminate  in their freight
rates on goods shipped eastbound from
Vancouver to noints in British Colum-
bia and the Northwest Territories, as
ccmpared with its® rates -imposed on
westbound traffic from Winnipeg to the
same territory. After a detailed state-
ment and defence of their standing, the
reply of the company concludes by set-
ting forth that “the resvondents as-
sume that until a prima facie case of
t:njust diserimination is made out
against them by proof rather than
mere allegations, it will not devolve
.uapon them to-do more than deny the
allegations which complainants ha\'e
made.”

The 'document is signed by A. E.
Bla:lr, as attorney for respondent.

HEAVY WORK ON
HOTEL COMPLETED

C. P. R. BOTEL TO
BE FINISBED BY JUNE

Superiatepdent Marpole Says Original
Plans Must be Followed in Every
Particular—Touarist Travel

“The C. P. R. hotel will be completed
and ready for occupancy by the 1st of
June, 1907, is a statement made in the
most positive terms by C. M. Marpole,
superintendent of the western division
of the Canadian Pacific railway. When
approached by a Times representative
on Monday he appeared gratified
the progress being made in the con-
struction of the new local building.
The heavy work entailed in laying the
foundation was completed and no time
would be lost in finishing the super-
structure.. If the contractor carried
out his programme he would be in a
position to turn over the hotel on the
date mentioned, and it would then be

thrown open to the travelling public
without any unnecessary delay.

One of the first questions asked Mr.
Marpole was whether

at

He had heard nothing of
such an intention, and was sure there
wasn’t the slightest truth in the re-
port. The structure would be built

With respect to the system
adopted in laying out the
grounds surrounding the building, Mr.

to

{ Marpole could give no definite infor-

mation. He said that Architect Rat-
tenbury had the matter in hand, and
was drawing up appropriately attrac-
tive designs. Nothing could be done,
however, until the main work was
finished and the corporation had done
all the filling in necessary.
confident that everything

roundings would be in keeping with its
appearance. After ail the garden ar-
rangement was a minor detail, and
could be put through within a very
limited space of time, providing a large
force of men was employed.

giving the same special service to. the
West this summer as was the case ldst
year, Mr. Marpole affirmed that this
matter was now under consideration.

tem would be in vogue as heretofore.
In his opinion it could not be improved
upon with the present facilities, and
was certainly sufficient to handle sat-
isfactorily the numbers that visited
the Northwest during the warmer
months.

The tourist travel Mr. Marpole
thought could hardly be expected to
prove as extensive as last year. Un-
doubtedly the Lewis and Clark expo-
sition at Portland and the Dominion
fair at New Westminster, with
cheap rates inaugurated by all
great transportation companies
result of these attractions,
many Easterners to the West.
fore the same numbers could not be
| oxpected to come this way without any
ards:

as a

there was any |
truth in the assertion that the plans!
had been altered in order to allow the |
main entrance to face Belleville street |
| instead of the causeway and the James |
| Bay harbor. ‘

be |
specious |

But he was |
would be |
ready for a stdrt in June, and that by |
{ the fall of next year the hotel’s sur-

Asked whether the C. P. R. intended |

He believed that much the same sy%-;:

the |
the |

brought |
There- |

But he predicted | W

| a large tourmt travel through Victoria |

and other coast pomtﬁ

| wealthier, and, therefore,
| able classes. Those who would come
would do so to escape the intense heat
of the East,
| more money wherever they went than
the excursionists who
{ last summer. For this reason he did
not think the West would suffer from
a financial standpoint as a result of

from

transient travel.

Mr. Marpole is accompanied by Mrs.
Marpole.
eral days here,
the Driard hotel.

FOR ATTENDANCE.

CONTINUOUS

Chicago, Feb. 26.—Arthur ‘ Dixon,
president of the Dixon Transfer ‘Com-
pany, was awarded a gold medal yes-
terday for 44 years’ continuous attend-

Methodist Episcopal church.

The big paper mill of J. . Henry &
Sons, at Lincoln, N. H:, was burned on
Saturday. The loss is estimated at

$150,000, ¢ e

among |
more--desir- |

VINCOLNER V'S

FORESHORE BIL

OPPOSITION RAISED
BEFORE COMMITIEE

Amendment Sought to Allow Immediate
Expropriation of Lasd Along -
False Creek

The private bhills committee sat on
Monday and considered the applica-
tion of the city of Vancouver =0 amend
the False Creek Foreshore Act, 1804.

Harold Robertson, appearing for the
city of Vancouver, explained that the
KFalse Creek Foreshore Act gave the
city of Vancouver the right to pur-
chase lands along the foreshore for
reclamation works. The .city requir-
ed these lands because the sheres of
False creek were the only sites avail-
able for public wharves. It was pro-
vided in the act that the lands should
not be tdken wuntil the scheme of re-
clamation had been elaborated and a
by-law submitted to the people. The
proposed amendment now asked for
was to give the city the power to ex-
propriate at once. The city making
every progress towards carrying out
the scheme. The Dominion govern-
ment engineer, Mr. Roy, had been over
the ground.

G. G. Marshall,

various owners,
Mr.

who appeared for

said he
Roy had been over

the ground

“west of the bridge, but not east of the

bridge.

Mr. Roberston said that the expro-
priation could only be made upon the
city having passed a by-law author-
izing the carrying out of the work. The

trouble was that these owners of pro- |

party were in doubt as to when their
lands were to be taken. It was pro-
rosed now to give the city the right
to expropriate the lands at once.

W. J. Bowser did not think it quite
right to give this power. What guar-
antee was there that the work would
ever be carried out? The land was
thus got by the city under a subter-
fuge. The land might be expropriated
and held indefinitely, the dock system
never being carried out. The city had
no right to take away any man’s lands
in this way.

J. F. Garden could see no objection |

to this scheme proposed if the owners
of the land were paid by the city.

T. W. Paterson wanted to know why
it was asked to expropriate the land
before the work was ready to go on.

Mr. Roberston said that the land was
increasing in wvalue.

“I thought that was the reason,”
plied Mr. Paterson.

Mr. Marshall held that the city coun-

cil had done practically nothing in this |

| ing tha:
city solicitor, said this |
The city council had |
worked |

matter.

Mr. McEvoy,
was not correct.
appointed a committee which
with the citizen’'s committee in con-
rection with a scheme. As a result
Mr. Webster made a report on
question.

Dr.
tee, wanted to know what

right the

city of Vancouver had to expropriate |
the land of a man and then hold the |
20 years without carrying out

| medical attendants that the peculiar and
to |
this was that it was in the public in- |
| terest.

land for
the scheme,

Mr. Garden thought an answer

“It is not in the public interest
less the docks are built,”
Bowser.

Mr. Marshall
opposed to
power

said that he was
giving the city all

being carried out.

R. L. Drury thought
thing that for four
posed to tie this property up.

The reason for this was explained to

it a peculiar

be due to the fact that the Dominion |
co-operated |
with, and it was not known when the !
| mow is, did some attendant at the previ-

government had to be
arrangements could be

Mr.
pany, who was present,

this argunent.

completed.

also pressed

although they were required.

Incidentally Mr. Patullo said he had
been threntened by a city official that
if he »nut riles out over the foreshore
they would be knocked down. Mr. Pa-
tullo said that he repnlied that if this
was attempted he would drive them off
with a shot gun.

Mr. McEvoy said there had been no
interference.

The point was then raised that the |

Westminster bridge was so low that it
interfered with the passage of lighters
up False creek and prevented the es-
tablishment of industries there.

Mr. Bowser said that there was no
doubt that when a new bridge was
kuilt it would have to contain a swing.

Mr. McEvoy said that there were few
works east of Westminster bridge and
ali the land on the south side of False
creek had been ‘‘snapved” by the V.,
/. & Yukon Company.

D. M. Eberts, speaking for the V.,
W. & Yukon Company, explained that
this company had paid very Ilarge

| prices for the land along the south side

| with
and would spend much |
| ete.
flocked West |

the probable decrease in the volume of |
i the company did
| volved
They expect to spend sev- |
and are registered at |

{ municated  with for

the intention
reclamation work, providing for yards,
He wanted the company’s
safeguarded, as the
clared to be for the advantage %f Can-
ada, under the Dominion government.
minion statute, be expropriated, but

not wish to be in-
in litigation.

Mr. McEvoy was asked to say what
had been done. He explained that the
Deminion government had been com-
the purpose of se-

| curing an approach from English bay

to False creek, east of the Westmin-
ster bridge. Mr. Roy, Dominion gov-
ernment engineer, had made borings
and he understood would report faver-

| ably.

ance at the Sunday school of the First |

3

| committee of the council,

A citizen's committee, acting with a
had taken
this matter up, and Mr. Webster had
prepared a' plan. Until it was ascér-
tained what the Dominion would do it
would be impossible to arrive at a
plan.

understood |

re- |

| vented by
the |
{ was taken with a convulsion, in which he

Young, chairman of the commit- |

un- |
said Mr. |

not |
the
it w#nted when the scheme was j
advanced sufficiently to guarantee its |
| duction of a foreign Substance like that
| mentioned
years it was pro- | ;
i lowed. Fad the presence of this rubber

Patullo, of the Pacific Box Com- |
| so why was the fact not reported to the

He said he would not |
make any improvements to his works, |

| 1860,

of carrying out a |

rights |
line was one de- |

A. E."Wood, mana
V., W. & Y., was swo

director ot the
and examined.

Westminster to. Va.neouver was the
first section of the ‘rpad operated in
conjunction with the Great Northern.

Mr. McEvoy -wanted to know what
rights the railway company had in
North Vancouver. .

Mr.. Wood said that they had none.
The compahy had fifed its plans and
made application for lands in- North
Vaneouver.

The committee. took exception to this
line of guestioning, as Morth Vancou-
ver had nothing to do with this.

Mr, Wood said¢ that North Vancou-

| Ver was 8 or 10 miles from Vancouver,

and terminals there would not be of
use for terminals in Vancouver.

Mr. Wood said’ that after the line
was completed from Sumas . all the
business of the Great Northern : and
Northern Pacific would come in over
the V., W. & Y., and be handled at
this terminal on False creek. On the
expiration of the arrangement with the
C. P. R. in June, 1907, the business
would pass to the V., V. & Y.

Mr. McEvoy contended that a rail-
way company was given greater pow-
ers than the city asked for.

Mr. Eberts said this was under
statute and -could not be changed.

The counsel were asked to retire
while the committee considered the
question.

The committee altered the bill so as
to Hermit-of: the extension of the time
for the city carrying out the arrange-
rents. The city asked for four years’
extension. The committee agreed to
allow one year. ‘Other changes also are
contemplated.

PECULIAR CASE AT

LOCAL HOSPITAL

STARTLING DISCOVERY
AT A POST MORTEM

Catheter Found in Organ of Patient
Instrument Evidently Lost During
Former Treatment.

The sudden death of Hector Sproat, the
White Pasc engineer, here a short time
ago, has been the oceasion of a Zood déal
of speculation as to why such an &ppar-
ently healthy and strong man should so
quickly succumb to a simple operacion
like stricture.

Mr. Sproat was first taken to Seattle,
where the above operation was perform-
ed, and later, his progress not being sat-
istactory, he was brought to Victoria,
where he underwent treatment for a day
or two hetore his death. From the Lime
of his arrival his inedical attendants had
great difficulty in dealing with inflamma-
tion of the bladder, which finally com-
municated itself to the kidneys. It was
suggestied to him that the first mentioned
organ’ be drained, but he protested, say-
he had had this done in Seattle
and he was only worse from the éffects.

He continued to grow worse, and an
operatior which would under other cir-
cumstances have been possible was pre-
his inability to stand the ad-
ministering of anaesthetics, Finally he

passed away.

Up to the last -he was comparatively in
good shape, and had no idea but that he
would recover.

It was at the post mwortem held by his

startling’ feature of the case 'developed.
In the bladder of the deceased was found
a catheter, which had evidently been lost
in the org ran during treatment previous
to his arrival here. This is believed to
have beer the cause of the unusual in-
flammation referred to above.

While the doctors who attended him
refuse to discuss the madtter, it is claim-
ed among the profession that the intro-

would not necessarily
aeath, although irritation

cause
Jecessarily fol-

instrument in the bladder been known
tin. operation of removing it would have
been ccmparatively simple.

The question which remains unsolved

ous operation lose the instrument, and it

medical men attending him?
DEATH OF MRS. CAMERON.

One of Victoria’s Oldest Inhabitants
Passed Away on Saturday—
Funeral on Tuesday.

Mrs. Jessie Cameron, one of the old-
est and most respected residents of
Victoria, passed away at her home, 34
Michigan street, on Saturday night, at
the ripe old age of 84 years.

The deceased lady was born in the
little town of Ceres, Fifeshire, Scot-
land, and at an early age came to this
continent to join her brother, who in
thosz days was mining in the Sacra-
mento gold fields. There Mrs. Cameron
was married, and there her three eldest
children were born. In February,
the Camerons removed to Vic-
toria, and the father of the family
joined in the rysh to the Cariboo gold
fields, the excitement then being at its
height. .

The family have resided in Victoria
since 1860, and since then, a period
extending over 46 years, have occupied
the same homestead on
street. When first coming here the
house was built where it now stands,
but the surroundings were very differ-
ent. There were no streets, or, in fact,

{ any houses in James Bay district. The
The right-of-way could, under the Do- |

building stood by itself in the heart of
a pine forest, and,
Victoria, gradually became surround-
ed by neighboring homesteads, until it
now forms one of a well settled dis-
trict.

Mrs. Cameron was in bed but a few
days prior to her death, and up to the
last her intellect remained unimpaired,

At her  death the  deeeased
lady had the gratification of
having every one of her children with
her—W. ‘G.  Cameron, M. P. P,, C. N.
Cameron, Mrs. 2.
Jessie Cameron and Miss Agnes Deans
Cameron. She also leaves 13 grand-
children, all residents of Victoria.

The funeral will take place to-mor-
row at 2 o'clock from the home, and
later from St. Andrew’s Presbyterian
church.

Michigan |

with the growth of !

| Kootenay Shingle Co.,
| capital
| shares of $10 epch;

A. Brown, Miss !

ELECTRIC SHELTING

PROVES SUCCESS

REPORT RECEIVED
FROM DR. EUGENE HAANEL

o g Cmmm—

Question of Commerclal Application
Solved —Means Rsvolution in Iron
Industry io Canada.

Ottawa, Feb. 26.—The following tele-
gram has been received@ by Hon. Frank
Cliver, Minister of the Interior:

Sault Ste Marie, Ont., Feb. 24, 1906:
Hon. Frank Oliver, M. P., Ottawa:
Successful demonstration of all points
stated in my memorandum -on elec-
tric smelting of Canadian iron ores re-
quiring investigation. Output greater

]

than figure adopted by Harbord in re- |

port of commission. Sucecessful smelt-
ing of magnetite and desulphurization
of pig. Successful substitution of char-
coal and therefore of peat coke for
coke. Consumption of electrode insig-
nificant. Production of nickel pig of
fine quality from roasted pyrchotite.
Forty tons of pig have so far been pro-
cduced. Process admits of immediate
ccmmercial application. Experiments
will be comnleted in about two weeks.

(Signed), EUGENE HAANEL,

Sunt. of Mines.

F. W. Harbord is consulting metal-
lurgist of the Indian government and
was engaged by the Canadian govern-
ment in connection with the work of
the commission which visited Europe
to obtain information on the above
cubject. The exneriments of Mr. Har-
bord were to the effect that under cer-
depended upon
the necessary electric energy and price
of fuel,
ried on

tain conditions which

electric smelting could be car-
at a cost about as cheap as
by the ordinary blast furnaces. The
fact that electric could be
carried on was already established; the
question to be solved was if it could be
made commercially successful. Dr.
Haanel thinks that this has now been
the experiments,
a revolution in the iron
industry in Canada. It was for carry-
ing on this experiment that Mr. Tem-
vote of £15,000 at

smelting

established by Soo

which means

rleman procured a
Ic st session.

PRETTY CHURCH WEDDING.

A. G. Hodder and Miss A. B. Gil~-
lett United in M

Mr.

briefly mentioned 'S
Times, the marriage or mr. Alex. G
Hodder, - of - Twillingate, -~ Newfound-
land, and Annie Beatrice, daughter of
Mr. George and Annie Ciilett, of the
same place, was solemnized at 8 p.m.
on February 2nd in the Centennial
church, Gorge road, Rev. S. J. Thomp-
son officiating. Mr. James @Gillett
gave the bride away, Mr. Geo. Brom-
ley acted as best man, while Mrs. G.
Bromley attended as chief bridesmaid.
The Misses Jessie and Gracie, daugh-
ters of Mrs. J. Bromley, and the Misses
Blahehe and Violet, daughters of -Mrs.
G. Bromley, wefe present as flower
girls.

The bride
white Chinese silk dress,
figured, with trimmings
veil to match. She! carried a lovely
bouquet . of carnations, hyacinths and
rsaidenhair fern. The chief brides-
maid’s dress looked exceedingly pretty,
being of brown Japanese silk and
trimmed with white satin. She carried
a pretty bouquet of hyacinths and nar-
cissus. The flower girls were in white,
relieved with pale blue sashes and rib-
bon, and they
choice white flowers.

There was a large attendance at the
ceremony, which was choral, Miss
Hicks presiding at the organ and ren-
dering the Wedding March in grand
style.

After the ceremony the happy couple
emerged from “the church and were
met with showers of rice, which con-
tinued until they were enscnnced in
the ecarriage awaiting to convey them
tc the house of Mr. Geo. Bromley,
where the wedding festivities were
held. On arrival congratulations were
tendered by a large number of well
wishers. The wedding-gifts were nu-
merous and costly. Mr. and Mrs. Hod-
der resided in Victoria only a very
short time before the wedding, but
have gained the esteem of all who
have become acquainted with them.

The honeyvmoon will be snent at
Pittsburg, to which place they will pro-
ceed in a few days, and whither they
will probably be accompanied by
bride’s brother, Mr. J. Gillett, who
has been paying a visit to his relatives
in Victoria, and is ahout to return to
Newfoundland.

As

looked charming in

THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE.

Certificates. of Incorporation Granted
to Several New Companies.

(From Friday’s Daily.)
In last evening’s Times a list of the

the |

her |
beautifully |
and bridal |

| not take this view

One Girl Died' In G
: of Bfother and Sister:
Despaired Of.

New York, Feb. 26.—After eating two
cents’ worth of candy, colored red, blue
and greett, and spid to all the ghildren
of the neighborhood &t ten cmts a
pound; thé’ . three step-children of
Harry Thompson; of  No. 412 West
Fitty—Secdnd street,, were taken with
vialem ‘convulsions. Vivisn, the eldest,
a girl of 6, 'died in great agony. ye{ter-
day afternoon, and the lives. of " her
brothers, Ralph, aged four, and her
three-year-old gdister, Viola, are des-
paired of.

RESULT OF FUED.

Three Men Fatally Wounded at a
Candy Pulling Party
Woodbury, Tenmn., Feb.
between the Johnson and Motley' fami- |
lies in the (Cannon) county, originating
ten years ago over the operation of an
illicit distillery, has broken out afresh.
As a result the following are fatally
wounded: - :Samuel Blair, shot four
times in. the  stomach; Bob ' Motley,
shot twice in the grom Richard John-
son, threat cut.

The farnilies live in the Pea
neighborhood. The renewsal -of the
trouble came Saturday . night at a
young people’s candy pulling party,
where it is said seme liquor was drunk.
Motley and ‘Blair were shot: 'by: John-
son, but.whe éut 'Johmons thma.t‘“ s
unknown.

§

Ridge

THE DISTRICT FRUIT
GROWERS MEETING

The Labor Question aod: Spraying ef
Trees Entertainingly Discussed and
Recommendations Made.

The first of a series of meetings ar-
ranged by, the Victoria Fruit Growers’
Association with the object of educat-
ing those interested in the industry and
exchanging views as to tests appliéd

and results obtained ' therefrom, was'

keld .on Saturday afternoon in the gov-
ernment buildings, and was largely at-
tended. The subjects under discussion
were spraying and the labor question, |
and a sreat deal of mterest was manl-
fested in bhoth.

No. 1 spray-lime, sulphur and salt—
was accepted as the most efficacious
tor winter application and when trees
are in a dormant condition. For fan-
gus the boreaux mixture is fully en-
dorsed, to be applied after growth has
commenced, the most effective applica-
tion being when the fruit is well set.
A spraying of quarsi chips and whale
oi! soap and tobacco solution was al-
so favored.

A great deal of stress was laid on the
importance of the careful selection
young trees, it being contended th

| the variety >at present grown in tl

cistriet was far teo great for practi
cal results. In making a selection it
was contended that a decided prefer-
ence should be given to those varieties
which enjoved the greatest immunity
from insect pests, as shown by ex-
prerience.  In this connection the ear-
lier varieties of apples were recom-
mended.

The labor question was introduced
by Lieut. P. Ellison, who appeared to
think that this was-one of the great-
est difficulties with which the fruit-
grower in this province had to contend.
It was necessary, he pointed out, that
this labor should be cheap and abun-
dant at the season when it was res
quired. He considered it unfortunate
in the interests of the fruit-grower,
tnat Chinese immigration had been
rendered practically prohibitive, as -he
anticipated great difficulty in securing
help from present sources when such
help was required.

W. C. Grant and several others did
of the case, and
averred that they had no difficulty in

securing: all the help they required in

carried bouquets of |

fruit-picking seasons. Besides, it was
argued white labor was preferable to
that of the Chinese, as it was a means
of educating the rising generation in
an industry which was bound to be-

| ccme a very important one, and one

| which would afford a great deal of em-

ployment. There was no difficulty,
these gentlemen contended, in getting
Loys and girls to pick fruit when they
could earn from $1 to $2 a day at the
pleasant work—many of them were
working at this rate per week ‘at pre-
sent.

After a good deal of argument pro
and con the following reselution was
adopted:

“Whereas, this association, recogniz-
es the need of more agricultural lab-
orers and the increasing demand for
higher wages, and unless a fresh sup-
ply of labor is forthcoming, the future
expansicn of the fruit industry in this
district will be hampered; therefore,
be it resolved that our executive com-
mittee be requested to take steps lead-
ing to the oraanization of local labor
tc be employed in
fruit crops in this district,
the scale of wages to be paid for such
work.”

The handling of the season’s crep

| was next discussed, and it was resolv-
| ed that the executive committee be re-

quested to make arrangements for

| same.

| te be- held

new appointments as appearing in the |

Gazette was published, and

mention |

was made of several companies hav- |

ing been incorporated. Of these the

following are_advertised: The Burrard !

Power Co., Ltd., capital $19,000, divid-
ed into 1,000 shares of $10 each:
Ltd.,
of $50,000, divided into 5,000
the North Canada
Fur & Transportation Co., Ltd., with

{a capital of $150,000, divided into 1,500 :
shares of $10 each; the United Western
capital $50,000, di- g
| general office building and@ partaf No.
| 2 machine shop of the Bethlehem : Steel

Property Co., Ltd.,
vided into 5,000 sharesg of $10 each, and
the Vancouver Stock Exchange, Ltd.,
with a capital of $10,000, divided into
10,000 shares of $1 each.
Courts of Revision will be
Kamloops on the 14th Marcih
Matsqui on the 26tH. .
There are sSixteen new applications
for coal prospecting licenses and 23 for

held at
and at

the purchase of lands.

the |
with a |

The instruction of the delegate to the
Dominion conference of fruit growers,
in Ottawa on March 20th,
was left in the hands ef a committee
composed of George Stewari, L. Lay-
ritz, W. C. Grant, A. E. Gale and T.
A. Brydon.

Several matters of minor importance
were discussed, after which the meet-
ing adjourned.

DESTRUCTIVE FIRE.

General Office and Part of Machiﬂe
Shep Destroyed.

South ‘Bethlehem, Pa.; Feb. 28:-Tha

Co. were destroyed by fire early to-

géﬁ}—‘ff

26.—The feud |

the harvesting of |
including |

iﬁ“‘tnc Exraunm?s

—

WILL START TO-NIGHT
FOR PACIFIC COAsT

Intends to Parchase Vessel in San Fra:-
cisco—American Geograph'cal
Society Assists Explorer.

" ‘New-¥ork, Feb, 26.—Captain I
Mikkelsen’s preparations for his o
dition to the north of this conti
has advanced =0 that he will nroly
leave New York to-night for Chj
and San Francisco. His sleds
supplies are arriving from Fugland
and on the Pacific coast he will py

| chase the vessel he needs for ln\

| years’ work.

! On his arrival here Captain Mikke!
sen was confronted with an unexpe
ed difficulty. The Royal Geograph
cal Society and a few individuals ha
rrovided him with ample funds for ths
equdpment of a‘small exnedition. His
°upplies and other equipment were pre
‘pared under his personal supervisio
and he had made arrangements to |
1 taken north on one of the whalers t]
leaves San Francisco every season f{i
the Alaskan coast and the mouth
the Mackenzie.

Unfortunstely eleven of these wi
ers ‘were. frozen in the ice on the A\
tic coast ‘just as they were prepari
to return ‘home. Only two whalers 1
leave San - Franecisco this year
reither of them would engage to |
Mikkelseén at his destination.

A few days'after his arrival
Captain Mikkelsen laid his plan
fore the American Geographical
ciety with a statement of the w
pected sitwation in which he vas pl
and after due consideration the socis
decided to vresent to him the e
sum- required to enable him to |
the north on his own vessel as sool
there. i8 - a possibility of pus
through Behring Straits into the Ar
tic ocean:

The Mikkelsen expedition is going ¢
Banks T.and under the joint auspi
of the Reoyal Geograpnhical Society
L:ondon and the American Geograp!
cal Society.

b

LUNAEY IN NEW YORK.

Keportiof Commission Shows Incre
in:. Rate .of Insane to General
Population.

Albany, Feb. 26.—The constant
crease in the ratio of the insane
general population as shown by cun
fully prepared statistics of
commission in lunacy., 18 a

to t

the sta
start!
yort

is sub-

te w

ane i
all of the institutions of the state wa
17,295, .a ratio” of one nerson to
the general eommunity. On the fi
day of June, 1905, the population of
state was 8,066,672, and the insane
der treatment in the different instit
tions number 23,300, a ratio of the i
sene to the general nopulation of o1
to 299. A similar increase is reported
by the commissioners in lunacy of
Great Britain. The commission
mates that as many as 6,000 insane
persons are now being maintained in
thheir homes and that in any calcula-
tion as to the ratio of the insane to
the total popoulation this fact must be
taken into consideration. The com
mission ~considers this condition
grave one, but finds some slight satis
faetion in the fact that during the ye
just passed the number of new cas
developing was smaller than duri
the preceding year and but slightly
advance of 1803.”

COMMISSION HAS
BEEN APPUINTE!

TO INVESTIGATE LIFE
INSURANCE - BUSINESS

377

esti-

Report Will be Presented During the
Coming Session of the Dominion
: House.

W. S B
statem:

Ottawa, Feb. 26.—Hon.
| ing gave out an important
| to-day. He said a
{ had been appointed to investigate
Canada,

royal commi

ingsurance business in
| would make a report in time to b
gented to parliament at the
segsion, sc ‘that legislation could
passed remedying any defecis tl
may be in the system.

it is not thought any irregula:
i‘exist, but in view of disclosures i
States it is thought best to
course,

The names of the commissioners
net yet ready to be given out.

|
|
1
|
1
H

con

take

GOLD IN MEXICO.

on N

Work of Placing
Basis in

Country
Progress.

Mexico “City, Feb. 26.—The exch:
and eurrency commission has recel
bids from both New York and Lo
bankers for another million dolk
silver money, in pursuance of the ]

| icy of exchangihg silver for gold t«

pedite the work of placing the coul
on a gold basis.

Gold money 1Is' already entering i
circulation. The general financial sil
ation is remarkably good. Instructic

day, entailing a loss of about $200,000
property and valuable records. The |

i vaults.of the drafting department m’

which were kept valuable designs: for
inilitary equipment ‘crumbled in the |
blize and all their contents were de- |

» stroyed. E e R ]

have been sent to the Philadelp
mint to ship here another million do
lars in new Mexican gold coins.

Plants are said to grow faster
tween the hours of 4 and 6 a. m.
at,any. other time.

tha

In Lommittee of Ho
Act Introduced
Large

Victori

The legislature
the bill to provide]
‘day in smelters or

80 17. The featurd
?bato on this que
hal speech of the

tion, who made cl
.the subject in an
Through his effort
an amicable settld
question in smelterg
and this session h
legislative sanctio
aay which has bee
ticable.

The amendment
affecting the depog
in committee so a
posit $100 instead (
J. H. Hawthornthy
Jt was on this bas
was affected betwd
tives and the Socig

Prayers were
Sweet.
Provincial ¥

r'es

On opening J.
took exception to
bill to amend the
Act, which had bhed
placed on the ordg
be first on the ordd
sition, instead of 1

The Speaker saic

The bill was the
L. W. Shatford in

W. J. Bowser m
tion 2 by making
stead of $50, as pj
He said that Mr. }
expressed his readi

The amendment
vote of 22 to 12.

The bill was rep(

Hours ¢

On the adjourned
ond reading of the
of labor .in certai
Hawthornthwaite
argument against
ure was that the
not want it. The ¥
considered was w
owners were to da
ture. Bills dealing
hours of labor did
labor. If the hour
duced to any great
found in other wa
wages, intensifyin
troducing impr
Friends of labor ¢
reap financial profi
ures. As an exam
affecting the hours
mines had resulted
introduction of t}
pay was reduced, ir
was introduced an
driven like slaves.

He objected to n
sympathy for the
giving them their v
the opposition belo
The leader of the
resented as telling
that if the hours
reduced a :
would be introduce
injustice upon th
only smelters whic
eight-hour day we
Greenwood works.
Fraser sa
and Boung
the same hours of

Mr. Hawthornthv
information was tl
branches the hours
reduced.

Hon. R. G. Tatl
said that it was ric
legislation like this
and labor. Tt u
tested against the
detrimental to the
province.

Dr. King
bill last year becau
ed that the mining
recovering from an
To introduce legisl
was felt would seri
ing the smelting ang
"The smelters were
with those of the
was represcnted lag
settlement might |
smelter owners. T
and he obj
passing

W. C.
ments
member
were the very
be passed. He
why the eight-hour
plicable to smelters
settled conditions.
afforded by
statutory
then be no «
the conditions.
Would support the

Geo., A.
telegrams last yea
bassage of the Dbill.

J. A. Macdonald
Savage attack had
himself by Mr.
Members on the
House who had
reduction of the
Passed over. It
Strange therefore t
Selected to be attac
ald pointed out tha
.fea.tm'e of this attal
it was remembered
donald) had taken t
ing the recess, and
the smelter owners
Ployed had succeed
Settlement. The re:
Culty under which
long hours had avey
Strife between ownd
In smelters. This a
the Dossibility of the
Works and the other
bemt hurt,

Geo. A.
at Trail

said tk

saw no
the bill.
Wells thou
used agains

for Granc

fixing ti
tme

enac

Fraser
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