" Many people wonder why the Social-
_ ists do not manifest more enthusiasm
a8 individuals and as a party over the
* minor roform laws, “Why are Social-
ists 80 uncompromising, so revolution-
ary? Why do they not abandon their
goparate organizations and join with
others to secure better laws under capi-
talism? ‘Rome was not built in a day,’
and we must accomplish the reforma-
tion of the world by slow, short steps.”’

-Wherever they have a chance to do
80 without forfeiting their opportunity
to vote against the profit system itself,
the Socialists will generally be found
lining up with the forces of reform.
They furnished the big balance of
power to place Prohibition on the sta-
tute book of Finland; they supported
‘the (partial) Single Tax taw in Eng-
Mmad; they stand for Woman Suffrage,
Direet Legislation, Old Age Pensions,
Public wnership, and all Labor Reform
laws, wherever they can make their
power felt; but they never cease de-
manding the complete overthrow of the
Profit System as their ultimate goal,
because business for profit is ‘‘the sum
of all villainies,”’ the source of all
commercial crime, all political corrup-
tion and practically all human misery,
physical, mental and moral; and, there-
fore, no deep, general, permanent re-
form can come to relieve humanity ap-
preciably until the Profit System is
abolished. People cannot_ ‘‘reform’’
while they make their living by a erim-
inal system.

Profit making is robBery in method
and purpose; it deliberately aims to get
and must get more than it gives; and
out of our efforts to make profits flows
almost every other crime.

..-Christian Socialist

PROMINENT IRISH BISHOP EN-

DANGERS HIS LIBERTY.

‘“Tells the Truth’’ Rearding the War.

I think it is now universally admitted
that Belgium was not the sole reason

of our enfrance, as it will not be the.

gole reason of our continuance, in the
war; in a word, that it is really ‘‘Brit-
ish interests’’ that are at stake.

He writes: ‘‘ Then see the case of the
small nationalities on whose behalf
- ‘many people have believed that the war

is being waged.

“¢What good has it d¢une for them?
What part have they plged in it ex-
cept that of catspaws for the larger na-
tions that used them? Belgium delayed
the German advance for two weeks and
guy'e time to the English and French
armies to rally. For her pains she has
been conquered and ruined. Setrvia be-
gan the war by an atrocious crime, and
as reparation for it might weaken Rus-
sia’s aims in the Balkans, she was en-
couraged to resist. She, too, has play-
ed her temporarly role and has followed
in the wake of Belgium. Montenegro is
the next to go; and it would seem that
the great belligerent nations look to
themselves only, and use their weaker
ngghbors for their own purposes. This
war is not waged by any of the great
powers as a quixoti¢ enterprise for lofty
ideals. ‘‘Small nationalities’’ and other
such ‘sentimental ~pretexts are -good

enough for platform addresses to an im-

qimtive but uninformed people, but

they do not reveal the true inwardn

~of this war. All the belligerents hdv
‘had practical and substantial aims in
view. France wants her lost provinces
‘Alsace and Lorraine; Russia wants
Qlﬁnoph' England wants the un-
d supremacy of the sea and rid-
from German commercial rivalry;
: wants domination in the Balk-
au outht the Aegean; Italy
1 whatis called Ihlh
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for. the realization of ‘their respective
purposes.

‘‘They planned and schemed sojely
for the sake of power and material
ain. All the talk about righteousness
is simply the cloak for ambition, and
the worst. of it is, that some of the
belligerents have gone on repeating the
profession of-fheir disinterestedness un-
til they have come to believe it them-
selves.

¢“PTrath, and right, and justice, have
had very little to say to this war,
which is an outbreak of matefialism and
irreligion. The peoples did not want
this war; there is no hatred of one an-
other amongst them; but the govern-
ing cliques in each country have led or
driven them like sheep to the slaugh-
ter. God has been ignored; His law
has been put aside; Christianity is not
allowed to govern the relations of na-
tions. And now the retribution is on
them all. The fair dreams of victory
and expanded empire and increased
wealth and prosperity with which they
get out have to answer for its steward-
ship to its own people. If they knew as
much in July 1914 as they do now,
which of them would have plunged into
war? And probably if the war goes on
for another year they will curse the
cowardice which kept them from man-
fully facing the prob‘lem of peace, for
which. every principle of religion and
humanity, every interest, social, ma-
terial, and political, of their countries,
calls aloud.’’—The Irish Republic (Dr.
0. Dwyer, Bishop of Limerick. ‘

HON., MR. BLONDIN ACCUSED.

Easy to Dodge Conscription—Afiidavit

Says that Canada’s Postmaster-

" General Told Quebec Voters They
Could Easily Cross Border.

-Quebec, Jan. 26.—The first roorback
of the Dotchester bye-election has been
sprung at Ste. Germaine, Dorchester
County, where the Liberal organizers
announced that Hon. Mr. Blondin, who
is in charge of the Conservative or-
ganization at Ste. Rose, in the interests
of the Hon. Albert Sevigny, had been
guilty of uttering statements of dis-
loyalty in addressing meetings in the
Conservative committee rooms at Ste.
Rose.

The following affidavit, sworn before
a justice of thé peace, was produced in
support of the storyﬁ ‘“We, the under
signed, declare that we heard last, night
at Ste. Rose, the 24th day of January,
1917, the Hon, P. E. Blondin make the
followin declaration:—

_¢“Ag for the Allison scandal, and
others of thé same nature, let us con-
sider that if these thefts have taken
place they have no importaiice for the
pecple of Ste. Rose, because it was
English money that was stolen.’

“¢8peaking of the danger of conserip-
tion, Mr. Blondin declared that even if
conseription were put in foree, it would
mean litlle to tire people of Ste. Rose,
hecause they had only to get across the
frontier to get away. (Sjgned)‘Dorillc
Prevost, Walere Lamontagne.’’—To-
ronto Star.
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A MINISTER HITS OUT.

The Victoria Women’s Association
held .a most 8ycoessful luncheon yester:
day, when Rev. J. A. Macdonald spoke
on ‘“War and the Human Breed.’”

Dr. Maedonald maintained that war

' was not only foolish, expensive, and

cruel, but that it directly traverses that
plain law of evolution, the survxval of

the fittest.
. ““The call of war to the nations has
always been: ‘Send us the best ye
it lxui&. ‘“The best

TS

rvtum_ad maimed and unfit. They left
10 breed behind, The hlyh 1task of
fathering the nation’s children was left
to those who lacked the physical fitness
or the moral courage whi¢h was re-
quired.?’

To this wa.s traced the declmo of

-Rome, of Prance, of the South, of the

Highlands and now England, where the

and is degenerating physieally and
mentally with every'generation.

There will come a time, the doetor
declared, when"all this wasteful fool-
ishness, this racial course will not be

+ tolerated by an enlightened world.

RETURNED SOLDIERS

Editor of Forward: May I be per-
mitted to offer a suggestion on the
matter of the employment of returned
soldiers? Every day for some. weeks
returned soldiérs in uniform have been
peddli.g maps, song sheets, and solicit-
ing subseriptions for two Canadian jour-
nals through this section. This may be
right, and again may be wrong—just
depends on the viewpoint. Sufficient to
know that these men are left on the
mercy of the great general public for
maintenance in a manner that does not
reflect a creditable action on the gov-
ernment of the country. Each and
every one of these mer gave their little
bit at the call of the Government. Many-
have been broken in the service. They
are discharged from further service as
warriors. Now, the offices of the Gov-
ernment are choked ‘with young, able-
bodied men, drawing generous salaries,
enjoying a safe, comfortable existence,
and I ask is it a square deal that this
should be permitted when their jobs
can be handled very nicely by the men
who have answered tho call, and done
their bit? Further reer mtum has slump-
ed, conscription is asked for and de-
manded by ecertain sections of the com-
munity. If we are to have conseription
let us start off right. Clear out the
Government offices first, and make room
for returned soldiers. Conscript and
send to Europe the battalions of ‘eol-
onels, majors, captains, and licutenants,
also M. P.’s and M.P.P.’s. Conseript
the vast army of non-producers. Con-
script all dividends from publie utilities
and conseript every cent of profits on
war contracts. Conscript all the labor
from factories not assisting on muni-
tions. Go the whole hog at omce, and
get the-big job over. Money is needed
by the Government; let the Government
take it, and use it—use it without in-
terest charges—and let the Goveriiment
cofiseript the rent paid by tenants for
one month all over the”ecountry. This
will find both men and meuney for Gov-
ernment use, gn@ reach the sections that
are as yet untouched by the war.

LONG WAY AHEAD OF LLOYD
GEORGE.

We admire the‘temerity of the writer
of this pen pieture, whieh graphically
describes the treatment being handed
out to returned soldiers. In view of
the tnited determination of the allies
to alter the map of Eurdpe, the vendors
are taking advantage of the heroic—
unfit to do any other kind of work, for
the purpose of selling off their old map
sto¢k pending the premeditated changes
in European geography, which other-
wise might be a losing hazard. ~*

But to be informed of battalions of
colonels, *‘probably drawing big salar-
ies’’ with no. intention of doing the sol-
diers’ duty of dying for :}eir country,
appeals to us as being dhe depth of

‘ perfidy. With M.P.’s, Magistrates, par-
" sons, lawyers, ete., the si

is dif-
ferent. Probabl,y» our’ 4f_nend has not
considered the dire results that would

befall our comnmtry if law makers, law -

ulmimton, and the modern proae-

plewbuldnotdmtolpukmm
after the guardians of our liberty have
departed, and Rosedale reudcn«l would
go to rack and ruin as uninhabited
buildings. The hand of the mechanic

- would become the tool of his own de-
population is crowding together in citios ™ :

struction rather than the producer of
surplus values for our generous philan-
theophists. Surely, ‘‘Long Way Ahead
of Lloyd George’’ is not foolish enough
to imagine that the departure of such
grace and genius and the confiscation of
the generous employer’s wealth would
be permitted by the representatives of
the people and the guardians of our
liberty. ‘What would become of the sol- ~
dier-citizens if the junk shop was closed
and they eould no longer dispose of the
rewards of valour? And then who
would submit to be governed by house-
wives?

A PILL FOR PROFIT-MONGERS ‘‘TO
REDUCE THE COST OF LIVING."’

This country is now facing the enti-
cal question: How shall we reduce the
fabulous ¢ost of living? The writer
would suggest a bhill to Congress sub-
stantially as foliows

All goods shipped under the jurisdic-
tion of the Inter-State Commerce Com-
mission shall be invoiced at prices. gra-
duated accordmg to the following seale:

The priees prevailing on Janyary lat,
1917, shall serve as & bagisi— \ ]

One month following the passiige of
this bill, the prices shall be uniformly
reduced by at least 10 per cent.

Not later than July 1st, 1917, by at
least 20 per cent. -

Not later than January 1sty 191, by
at least 30 per cent. h

Not later than July 1st, 1918, by at
least 40 per cent.

Not later than January 1st, 1919, by
at least 50 per cent.

There shall be no reduction of wages
in any corporation thus affected

In any case, where a company or cor:
poration shall plead inability to con-
form to such law, that company or cor:
poration shall be declared in the hands
of a receiver. This receivérship shall
be exercised by the Inter-State Com-
merce Commission. The books shall be
examined and all information necessary
to explain the creation of prices, shall
be published. If it is shown that the
corporatwn can operate at a profit of 6
per cent. or more under the law, said
corporation may resume its business.
Otherwise, the Inter-State Commerce
Commission shall institute proceedings
to purchase for the United States Gov-
ernment all the stock of the business

concerned at a figure based upon actual

physical value of its equipment.

The average mind can trace the re:
sults of such a law. Retail prices must
neads drop in proportion to wholesale,
or each locality wonld’demand the rea-
son why. Immediate relief wounld ‘be
followed by steadily improving condi-
tions. - The way would be blazed to-
ward publiec ownership, - while Wall
Street would enjoy a monopoly. of wail-
ing. Congress might shy at such a bill .
at ﬁrst, but pepular aitation in every
stabe could make Congress obey the real
United States of America.—Rev. James
Ly Smilely i American Socialist.

I am not afraid to stand on my
retord,’’ yelled the old party spell:
binder. ‘‘Better keep on it,"” broke in
a hornydumded voter, ‘‘becuz if yer
ever moves off of it and the peoplo
mwhntxtuitmllbnsllaffwiﬂ
yerd'?
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