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Comment on

Negotiations

To End Trouble In Ireland

Important Meetings at Foreign Office in London—
Asquith and Lloyd George—Rev. R. J. Campbell

to Be Canon at Westminster? .

(From our own correspondent.)

London, Dec. 9.—During the last few
days there have been persistent rumers
of negotiations between the government
and representatives of the Sinn Feiners
for a settlement of the Irish question.
There is good, reason to believe that
these rumors have had some foundation
in fact: ‘L'ne pour parlexs may not have
been officially recognized, but I am in a
position to say that meetings of an im-
portant character have been
place at the foreign office. The well-
meant attempt of the Labor leaders,
Messrs. Henderson and Adamson, to ef-

fect a truce with a view to pacific dis-|
i portant Manchester diocese, may be fill-

cussions for a settlernent must not be

. confused with this other and more im-
portant endeavor to attain peace by di-
rect negotiations.

The effort of the Labor leaders hasi
ended, so far, in failure, possibly because!

it was overshadowed by the more vital
conversations taking
office. At the moment of writing, there
is still a tentative groping after some
form of settlement. Incidentally, it is
the Catholic archbishop of Perth, west-
ern Australia, who has been inteviewing

rominent Sinn Feiners in Ireland, and

ter talking the position over with
Lloyd George.

‘The Key Positions

The axiom. that it is possible to fool
. some of the people all the time is being
constantly illustrated by that energetic
section of the London press which is
now indulging in an orgy of vitupera-
tion against “the wasters.” The fact is,
of course, as the conductors of these
Journals know perfectly well, that the
economy campaign was launched by the
eabinet months before they started pil-
lorying M. P’s who have merely sup-
ported the government in the division
lobbies. But simple souls still make
the error of confusing the crowing of the
farmyard cocks that herald the dawn
with the forces that impél the. sunrise.
The value of this agitation may be
gauged by the programme of the “anti-
waster” candidate for the vacant seat
at Dover, who wants to limit national
expenditure to six hundred millions.
Everybody would like to do that if it
were at all possible, but a budget of six
hundred millions would leave little room
for running the empire, after first meet-
ing our liabilities for interest on war
debt and pensions for those who got
hurt winning the war, these two items
alone totalling six hundred millions be-
tween them. Necessarily the economy
campaign entails tremendous pressure
on the key ministerial position — that of
the Chancellor of the Exchequer. And
once more there ‘are rumors of Mr.
Chamberlain’s  impending  departure
from the treasury and of another Her-
cules tackling the Augean finances.

‘The Feud Grows.

Not only is there no prospect of the
feud between the “Wee Fee” Liberals
and their Coalition eousins healing, but
there personal relations between the
leaders grow even more bitter. Both
Mr. Asquith and Lloyd George, in their

" public references, to say nothing at all
about any private and *confidential
asides, are saying things that hurt and
are obviously meant to wound. The
premier’s personal attack on the ex-
premier at the Unionist dinner last week
was more uncompromising and severe
than anything. before uttered on either
side i~ public in this remarkable con-
troversy.

Apart from the rankle of old wounds,
and the heat engendered by the new
Black and Tan dispute, one phrase in
Lloyd George’s after-dinner speech will
not readily be forgiven or forgotten by
the House of Asquith. I mean the ob-
vious allusion, in a satirical parenthesis,
to Mrs. Asquith’s “Memoirs.” Those
who know the ex-premier’s real feelings
about his wife’s latest venture, brilliant
controversial as it is, and how sore a
topic it is within the Asquithian menage
and circle, may ‘almost regard this as
hitting below the belt.
Abbey, on the memorable noon of Ar-
mistice Day, the two white-headed
statesmen, the premier and ex-premier,
walked side by side, conversing amic-
ably, while the music thrilled through
the aisles, and the vast multitude looked
on. But Margot cannot object to being
hit at in this way. She not only lives
in a glass house and throws stones, but
she actually pulls up the blinds.

The Turn-Over Tax.

The ¢ide of opinion in favor of a per-
centage tax on all sales is said to be
rising visibly and the general city view
§s that, if money has to be raised, as it
obviously must be, this form of tax-
ation falls most fairly on the commun-
ity as a whole. It is not, like the E. P.
D., only a tax on the successful. Every-
one who makes use of any comodity
will contribute something——one per
cent, or just over 2d. in the £1., is sug-
gested—to the revenue, though obvious-
ly the man with the greater capacity
for expenditure will contribute more per
head than the less prosperous, who has
to limit his expenditure. = The great
point claimed in its favor, however, is
that it discourages extravagance, instead

#of encouraging it, as does a tax on pro-

place at the foreign |

‘'show.”

by,

And yet in the

fits. It is a tax, moreover, say its ad-
vocates, of universal incidence, but yet
one graduated for the individual solely
by his personal expenditure. -It will be
interesting to hear what account the

| chancellor of the exchequer will give of

the working of the turn-over tax in
rance.

Canon R. J. Campbeil?
There is an interesting rumor, which

taking!is, at all events, sufficiently been trovate

to be worth mentioning, that the vacant
cauonry at Westminister, caused by the
appointment of -Dr. Temple as our
youngest bishop in charge of the im-

ed by the nomination of the present

| Vicar- of Christ Church, Westminister,

the honorary chaplin to the Bishop of
Birmingham. The Vicar. of Christ
Church, is, as some people may have ai-
most forgotten, none other than the Rev.
R. J.-Campbell, a former Nonconform-
ist pastor of the City Temple., Dr.
Campbell held that responsible post, the
most attractive in the congregational
community, for twelve years, from 1903
to 1915, but was ordained into the min-
istry’ of the Church of England in the
following year. He made himself very
famous and somewhat unpopular in
trade ' union ¢ircles incidentally, on his
first appearance in the City Temple pul-
nit, by attacking the fetish then sur-
rounding the British working man,
whose virtues Dr Campbell was willing
to admit, but not to blink at his faults.
Dr. Campbell has been heard little of
since he left the City Temple and
joined the Church of England, but his
personality is one that would readily
respond to such opportunities as the
resident- at Westminister would afford.
With Dean Inge at St. Paul’s, and Canon
R. J. Campbellat the Abbey, London
would certainly have to wake up a litle
on 'the side of intellectual istian
thought and activity. ;

Mabon,

How rapidly the familiar old figures
sre vanishing from the parliamentary
scenes! Life is' hardly more permanent
than a cinematograph after all, con-
sidered from a bird’s-eye historical angle,
and Omar was right about “the shadow
Another long familiar figure
and personality A will “disappear - with
William Abrahami, who has been the

Rhondda miners’ M. P. for more than

thirty-five years, and now accepts the
Chiltern Hundreds. A Short, thick-set
figpre of a man, with big, good-humour-
ed features, huge shoulders and a
patriarchal beard, Mr. Abraham was the
soul of sturdy proletarian endeavour.
But he is, and was, no Boshie. Every-
body knew him by his Bardic name of
Mabon, from the first moment he ap-
peared on the Westminister film, and his
jovial, short-step toddle across the lob-
and his deep~chester “Clewch!
Olewch!” during the debates, were
among the traditions of the present Par-
iliamentary epoch. Ill-health at the age
of 78 is the main reason of Mabon’s
retirement, but one feels that he would
bardly care to survivi his old comrade,
Mr. Brace, at Westminister.

Qur Protean Peer.

Without doubt Lord Derby has been
cast, in the firm decision of the London
romatic press, for the role, onerous and
exacting in these times .of desperate
crisis and fell emerbency, of utility man
to the British Empire. Most people
have -forgotten by now the first public
capacity in which the present Earl of
Derby, then the youthful heir to lordly
Knowsley Hall, near Liverpool, and
some £400,000 a year, served the nation.
It was a characteristically difficult one,
and discharged with characteristic tact
and non-homic—press censor in South
Africa during the Boer War. Since then
Lord Derby has figured in so many
various capacities of public service, and
done so comfortably well in each, that
the disposition in Fleet street to keep
him in harness in understandable.
Nevertheless, His Lordship hastnes to
contradict the latest rumor about him-
self—circulated with affable intentiow
by a Sunday paper. He has no inten-
tion of going out to India as viceroy.
Lord Derby will stay in England, and
mainly in Lancashire, for a while.

Professional Blackmailers.

According to a famous Scotland Yard
authority, the gentle science of black-

'mail is just now more flourishing, espec-

ially in London, than ever before in a
long recollection of this fascinating de-
partment of criminal activity. There
are men and women who are kpown to
be living in some affiuence on the pro-
ceeds of systematic blackmail, cunningly
planned within the limits of the law, and
on whom the police have long been wait-
ing for that inevitable false step that
will some day place them in the dock.
The explanation for the present boom in
the blackmailer’s business is the war. So
many people, during the hectic period of
that wild upheaval in social life, commit-
ted excesses and were guilty of fatuities
which are the golden hooks with which
blackmail sharks grapple them to their
hearts. The fashionable  professional
blackmailer can afford to pay large sums
in bribery to menials or decoys, who

The most fascinatingly|
fragrant and healthful of | ‘
powder perfumes for the |
skin. Antiseptic, prophy-|
lactic, deodorizing and|
refreshing, it is an ideal |
face, skin, baby and dust-
ing powder. It soothes
and cools, is convenient
and economical and
takes the place of other
perfumes for the skin.
Splendid after bathing
with Cuticura Soap. A
few grains sufficient. '
@~ Cuticura Toilet Trio-=a

Consisting of Cuticura Soap to cleanse and
purify, Cuticura Ointment to soothe and
soften, and Cuticura Talcum to powder and
perfume, promote and maintain skin puri-
skin comfort and skin health often when
elseseems to fail. Everywhere 25c. each.
Canadian Dewt: Lymans, Limited, 344
St. Paul St., West, Montreal.
P Cuticura Soap shaves without mug.
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| provide them with the ammunition that
destroys the “pigeons.” It is a sordid
sport, belonging to the very vilest crim-
inal instinct, but it flourishes on the
broad and sure foundation of human
weakness and stupidity. So few people
have the grit of the famous soldier, long
|dead, whose famous postcard “Publish
'and be damned” is a classic.
ione well-known millionaire in this coun-
'try who frankly admits that his annual
‘subsidy to various blackmailers runs in-
to five figures.

“Strad” Sold.

One of the few violins still in exist-
ence known to have been made by An-
tonio Stradivari has just been sold by
auction in London. ' Known as the “K.
S. Muir McKenzie, ’it was constructed
by the great maker at Cremona in 1694,
and is one of the best of the ‘“iong
Strad” period violins, other examples of
which are in the museum of the Paris
Conservatoire and the United Staies. De-
scribed as one of the finest specimens of
the violin maker’s art and even now to
be without a crack or blemisn, £2,000
was obtained for it. During his liie,
Stradivari constructed some 1,200 vio-
iins, and of theseYabout 500 are knoWwn
to be still in existence. Not all of them
are the very valuable instruments always
associated with this maker’s name, but
the majority, if placed on the markct
at the present moment, would probably
command £1,000 each. Quite recently a
moderate specimen was sold for £925.
‘I'he highest sum ever given for a Strad
was £6,000 by Kubelik for his cele-
brated “Emperor,” and this plice was
largely in excess of the total paid to
Stradivari for his whole output, which,
it is estimated, averaged £4 per instru-
ment. )

ZIONIST LEADER HERE

Rev. Smarah Levin, Ph. D., of Pales-
tine, member 6f the executive 6f the
Zionist organization of the world, ar-
rived yesterday on the Empress of
France and is visiting in the city at the
homes of Mr. and Mrs. M. Budovitch,
Douglas avenue, and Mr. and Mrs. Wil-
liam Webber, Orange street. He is pre-
ceding to Montreal on Monday to ad-
dress the Zionist convention there early
in January. He is on tour of United
States and Canada to give publicity to
|the Zionist aims and ideals. He said
iactual re-occupatien of Palestine is tak-
ling place and Sir Herbert Samuel, high
| commissioner, is having wonderful suc-
‘cess in his administration and has
brought about complete harmony be-
itween all factions of the land.

Included in the new appointments at
the Atlantic Sugar Refinery, are Herberi
L. Knowles, chief chemist, succeeding
A. F. Blake who has been appointed as-
sistant manager. W. S. Fisher has been
made dock superintendent and L.. J.
Seidensticker, who was manager here is
general superintendent with headquar-
ters at Montreal.

WHITE 30X CLUB
NOT FOR SALE

‘President Comiskey Denies
Report Emanating From St.
Louis. i

Chicago, Deéc. 24.—President Comiskey
of the White Sox denied emphatically
the report that he had given an option
on his league franchise to L. B. Patter-
son of Chicago and Jim Crawford, oil
 magnate, of Tulsa, Okla.

i The story came out of St. Louis, where
!the two alleged purchasers of the South
Side club were said to be in conference
with Phil Ball, owner of the Browns,
‘and a business associate of the two men.
{The White Sox owner, in putting the
canard brand on the yarn, declared that
it originally enmanated from New York,
! where his team was reported to be for
'sale during the recent league meeting.

’ “No one ever has approached me with
such a suggestion to buy my club,” said
iComiskey tonight. “Every one who
knows me, knows it would be useless,
because my club is not for sale. Base-

WINNING THROUGH
10 BETTER TIMES

(Financial Post.)
A feeling of confidence

eertain conditions that prevail in the
business world at the present time was
a welcome note pervading the addresses

of the president and of the general man- |

ager of the Bank of Montreal at its un-
nual meeting this week. While emphas-
izing the need for the utmost caution Sir
Vincent Meredith declared that Cana.da|
was “well buttressed on many sides and
the exercise of prudehce and sagacity
should enable her to meet the shock of
falling prices, restricted credits and in-:
flated currency without serious impair-
ment of her commercial and financial vi-
tality.” ; s

Facing this country, as all others, was
the necessity for the reduction of invent-
ories and the making good of deficiencies
by drawing upon excess profits of previous
years. He urged that producers, merch-
ants and others .carrying heavy stocks
must face the inevitable by recognizing
that it was futile to attempt to overcoine

ball has been my life ever since I was natural laws. Economic conditions were

old enough to play it.
to be my life as long as I live, and it is
| my greatest ambition to leave to the
{fans of Chicago the magnificent White
Sox park as a monument to the name of
Comiskey.”

LOCAL NEWS

Rev. George Titus, formerly pastor of
. the Dcuglas avenue Christian church, is
| being greeted by old friends in the city.
iHe is now at South Bend, Indiana, and
ihas a flourishing church there. He wi
!be rémembered as an enthusiastic base-
ball player here several years ago.

The new ten-ton aerial ladder truck
was given a successful demonstration
yesterday afternoon. The ladder was
given a test on the Ames-Holden-Mc-
Cready building in Canterbury street,
and the McArthur Apartments in Ger-
main street, and the ladder reached the
top story of both buildings.

In the police court yesterday Amos
Jones and William Jackson, who came
in as protectionists on Wednesday night,
charged yesterday afternoon with vag-
rancy and not being able to give a sat-
isfactory account of themselves, were
remanded over the holiday. Alice Stack,
charged with theft from a store, was al-
lowed to go as the complaint did not
wish to press the charge.

There is'

When the steamer Benin sailed from
this port on Wednesday last for South
Af¥ica she took away with her the yacht
iAmeda, formerly owned by Walter
j Logan, vice-commodore of the R.K.Y.C.
iMr. Logan shipped a yacht to South
Africa about a year ago angd the yachts-
men there liked the boat so well that
they requested Mr. Logan to send out
another.

Secretary ' Romans of the <Capadian
Club has received a holiday greeting from
John A. Stewart, chairman of the board
of governors of the Sulgrave Institution,
New York. Mr. Stewart recently ad-
dressed the club. A message was also
received from Lloyd George to the ef-
fect that he will not be visiting Canada
in the near future, but should he at any
time be here he would remember the in-
vitation of the Canadian Club.

The numerous wireless appliances car-
ried by the C. P. O. S, Victorian, docked
at No. 6 berth, Sand Point, and due to
sail tomorrow, places her in a class which
few other ships occupy. Besides ihe
ordinary “spark telegraph” which is the
common form of wireless communication
in use on ships, she has the “continuous
wave” device, (in which the frequency of
vibration is thirty thousand per second)s
wireless telephony apparatus and direc-
tion finding instruments.

CLOSES BANK WITH -
~ $100,000 SHORTAGE

Plentywood Mont., Dec. 23—The Sher-
idan County State Bank at Plentywood
is closed and Chester J. Beisker, the
cashier, is under arrest today charged
with making false reports to the state
bank department.

Officials in charge of the bank, ac-
cording to the prosecuting attorney of
Sheridan county, have found shortages in
excess of $100,000.

PRESENTATION TO PASTOR

At the annual Christmas entertain-
ment and tea in ‘the Coburg street
Christian church on Wednesday evening,
Santa Claus took the presents of the
heavily laden tree and presented them to
the pupils and teachers. The feature of
the evening was the presentation of a
beautiful electric parlor lamp and a
handsome set of cut glass to the pastor,
Rev. F. J. M. Appleman and Mrs. Ap-
nleman. W. Dunlop presided and the
*nllowine took part in the programme:
W. Clarke, E. Arthurs, Viola Leonard,
Hazel Currie, Robert Heinter, R. Currie,
M. Chittick, Mrs. Appleman, H. Hughes
and Mrs. Pendle,

iapprehended.”
|time to keep “close-hauled.” :

It will continue |the cause alone of price decline; Canada

alone could not control world-wide con-
ditions, and it was idle for those inter-

rested in wheat or any ether commodity

to demand intervention through govern-
ment control. “A lower price levei must
be reached before we can reasonably
look for a resumption of business activily
on a sound basis:” He found cause for
satisfaction in the early action that had
been taken to restrict credit to legiti-
mate requirements; in the fact that “the
strain on credit appears to be now
reaching its peak;’? and that “an easier
tendency is the logical outcome of the
deflation of prices.” At the same time
he pointed out that “the process of de-
flation and slacker trade will somewhat
swell the failure list, and that some re-
duction of bank deposits may also be
This, therefore, was th

In support of the soundness of Can-
ada’s financial position Sir Vincent de-
clared that the “cduntry’s emergency
currency created under the Finance Act,
1914, is more amply secured by gold tian
is the war circulation of any belligerent,
save only the United States, the wealth-!
jest of nations.” So far as interest rates
were concerned Sir Vincent held that he
saw no reason to look for permanently
lower interest rates in the near future,
although reaction in business and the
marketing of the crops might bring an
easier tone temporarily, for the “magni-
tude of international indebtedness to be
refunded, together with the wastage of
war, cannot be made good immediately

I}
in Canada’s
ability to win her way through the un- |
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|
and probably not for a somewhat in-

definite time.”
Few will be disposed to take excep-
tion to the credit that the general man-

ager, Sir Frederick Williams-Taylor, as-

signs to the Canadian bauks for restrict-
ing credits and thus preventing a serious
condition at the present time. Sane ad-
vice on the question of reducing bank

The two addresses will be valued par-
ticularly for the careful study that is be-
stowed on the business situation in this
country at the present time, and for the
note of confidence, tinged as it is with

caution,

Outside of the reading of the address-

es by the president and general man-

ager the whole proceedings, at the an-
nual meeting were quiet, dignified, and

Outside of an expression of

BIG TOBACCO TRADER FAILS.

J. M. Buckner’s Liabilities Are Esti-
mated at $1,500,000 in Louisville,

Louisville, Ky., Dec. 23—James M.
Buckner, said to have been one of ibe
world’s largest traders in tobacco, W

loans has been given for many months. |geclared bankrupt in the United States

Federal Court recently. It is thought
that his liabilities will approximate $1,-

| 500,000 and his assets $1,000,000, as many

of the claims are secured.
The petition was filed by attorneys, on
a claim of the Western Tobacco Com-

!pany, of which Mr., Buckner was presi-

dent. The claim amounts to 0,000 .

exceedingly brief, less than ten minutes|’L'he company is operating under coutrol
in length.
thanks there were no remarks; no en-|wer to the petition, admutting his insouv-

of a receiver- Mr, Buckner filed an ans-

thusiasm, save for the reference of Sirency.

Vincent Meredith to a time when the

government railways might come back to

corporation caatrol. There was a quiet

satisfaction pervading the whole pro-
ceedings, however, and an atmosphere of
reserve power emanating from the prom-;

inent figures of directors, who sat
through the proceedings without a word.

.

BASKFET-BALL INJURY

FINALLY CAUSED DEATH
Pittsburg, Dec. 24——Two deaths re-

sulting fromi acciderts during a basket-
ball game
recorded in Pittsburg.

and a football game are
James Rpyan,
aged 11.years, injured a finger in a foot-

ball game, near his home, two weeks ago.
Blood poisoning developed and he died
in a hospital.

John H. Bowers, aged 14 years, who
died in a McKeesport hospital from

‘blood poisoning, was a member of the
Duquesne High School basket-ball team,

and was bruised onthe right shin dur-
ing a game last week. He paid no at-

iention to the injury for several days.

EEpm————

Mr. Buckner owns the Southern Leaf

| Tobacco Company, a leaf jobbing com-

cern, and accumulated, it is said, more
than $500,000 in tobacco deals during a
period of three years.

Mr. Buckner became a tobacconist in
Louisville many years ago, when he en-
tered the commission and warenouse
business with his father. He was a large
stockholder, director and promoter of
the Western Tobacco Company, which

jengaged in the re-handling and egporta-
[tion of dark tobaccos. During tigg last
| three years Mr. Buckner has beda 1

New York, where he was ¢onnected with
the Gaston, Williams & Wigmore Cowm-
pany, exporters.

A Cure by Proxy.
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“Doctor,” said he, “T’m a victim of in=
somnia. I can’t sleep if there’s tune least
noise such as a cat on the back fence, for
jinstance.”

“This powder will be effective,” res
plied the physician, after compounding
a prescription.

“When do I take it, doctor?”

“You don’t take it. You give it to the
cat in some milk.”—Maritime Baptist.

————

MUTT AND JEFF_INSTEAD OF A BUCK, JEFF COLIECTED A Bi A E - & .. .

-

JEEE, T JUST SPENT AN
INTERESTING TWO HouRs
INTHE MUSEUM OF
NATURAL HISTORY!

BUT A
DATING

Do THEY HAVE

A BEARDED
LADY THERS,
MUTTS

Yo OUGHT TO
soME DAY.

JoUR 1GNORANCE |S REERESHING!
IT'S NOT A MUSEUM OF FREAKS,

coLLEcTionN OF RelLics

BAck D THE STONE AGE.
DRoOP 1IN THERE
You'D

LEARN SOME THING'

LISTEN.

r'LL BeT

YouU
A Buck You CAN'T
NAME ONE BIRD ‘I;I-\A

\s Now EXTINCT

ALL ABoVT

—

BAxter!

NNOSNS T

EXTINCTED
HiM LAs‘t"
. NIGHT,

SAP.

Bv “RUD" FISHER

|
1
|




