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who had no «ncU to utrve but an iinpartiul adminiiitration of
the law, that no coufm was left to them but to renign and to
place the reaponaibility for their action upon the Government.

"It ia with no ordinary venae of retrret they are compelled
to Bay tlM whole apiiodt it at oompltta Tarlanea with the spirit
of tha ?rtmi«r'i ud tba Prorindal leorttarjr'a itatemrata,
wh«i as ComniiMionem they were aeked to take office. Th«eom fdlowad M«mi to hftva bem daiiffiiad by mtn inJUmad
with MMioB for offlct or for dispeniinf patrowifft, who deter-
mined to get rid of Commimionera who refuted to play the

Srt of hired men eubject to the dictation of party follower*.
« Cknreminent by thair action hart approrad of this oowm,

hence the useful iieM of the present CommiMionera is at an end.
They accepted at full value the statements made by the Prem-
ier and his responsible Minister, the Provincial Secretary, that
they desired an honest. non-partiHun enforcement of the Lic-
ense Act, and as no other administration would be possible
while the office waa held by the present hoard, they step aside
to permit the Government to secure a board in accordance with
their present policy.

"(Signed) J. W. FLAVELLE.
"(Signed) JOHN I. DAVIDSON.
"(Signed) J. P. MURRAY."

The Commissioners appointed to succeed Mpssrs. Plavelle.
Davidson and Murray were made the subject of efforts to in-
fluence the administration of the License Law for party pur-
poses. So much was this the case, that an investigation was
demanded and a special commission appointed. In the evidence
before this Commission it was shown that the Hon. Dr. Pjme,
tha Ministar of Xdnoation, had personally intarvened in the
•ndeavor to gat tha Board to grant a lioensa to an applicant
who had a record of fonrtaen Polioa Oonrt convictions against
him. The public can judge whether this Ih removing the ad-
ministration of the liquor law from polities, and also
whether, before proposing such a scheme, it was not necessary
to get rid of Chief Inspector Hastings, whom the former board
found to be "efficient, honest, fearless and non-partisan."

On March Ist, 1906, the"Toronto Evening News" com-
mented as follows on this condition of affairs

:

"The Government made a surrender to the baser element
of the party, and, because of it, will certainly lose prestige
among the fair-minded, careful thinkers of the Province. Prom
a Premier, who has harped so much on British fair play, this
pitUoM and cynical rule of unfair discrimination comes with
bad grace."


