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28 LITTLE GRANDMOTHER OP RI'SSIAN REVOLUTION

gathered around her a group of young men and womenwho oved and admired her. Among these her special
friend was Maria Kalyenkina, a girl who later became
famous for her courage and her faith in the revolution,
bhe had been a village school-teacher. Under the in-
fluence of Nekrasof's songs of the p^-asants, she became
an ardent revolutionist, and went to Kiev to absorb
the most advanced revolutionary ideas of the day She
entered a school for mid wives, and there met Catherine's
sister Olga. Thus she became acquainted with Gather-
ine, who was nine years older than "little Masha"
but found in her a kindred spirit. Masha was quiet'
sweet-tempered, industrious, and daring bevond all
others m a crisis. She talked little, and did much. A
secret entrusted to her was as safe as in the grave She
was a pretty girl, of rather frail physique, with a remark-
ably fair skm and yellow hair. She took no sentimental
interest m the young men, though many of them took
a sentimental interest in her. When Catherine com-
mented upon her indifference to men, she answered.
I love the movement." To th? day her old friend

speaks with enthusiasm of this sweet girl, gentle as a
lamb, yet brave as a lioness.

From a smouldering hotbed of revolution, Kiev hadnow become a seething volcano. It was full of young
enthusiasts who were determined to do or die The
movement "To the people!" which had been sweeping
all over Russia was at its height in Kiev. Russian
young men and women were studying at Swiss uni-
versities^ and drinking in republican ideas. Many
young Russians also made pilgrimages to Switzerland
to visit Lavrov and Bakunin, and came back full of
revolutionary zeal. The Russian government became


