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ttj>, or nearly no; an art winch, under pretence of rrg„ln\ng tKc^!c of vessels, ha. requ/re,l a bond which, .n it. ..p.-ratum, woJid Irtmost ta.,e, amount to an ahaolule prohibition. An act which ope , Jd.x>r <or the met w..uon favouritism and cruel ..poressim' : an act

The 7th section contains a most extraordinary provision, a provl-..on which v.rtualy gue« to deprive the party of his riJh of rfal bv

tHl^Jl "'rr;'' ?'^^"'^r''^^"*-'°'
and make hisdefence. By

Secre 1 fffr-r
"'"""' ^''''''^'''' '^ "''^ '^«' is referred to th^&ecrelary of the rreasury

; an .xecut.ve otticer holding his onirea the pleasurcol the President, and residing in this city, the seat ofthe general government, which, as re#ds the convenience o agear portion of the citizens of the United States, is a disunu land.ihe section provides that in all suits on bonds given by v.rtu.- oftins or any of the embargo acts, conditioned that goods, wares, ormerchandize, or the cargo of a vessel shall be relanded in the U.Maes judgment .ha I be given against the defendant, unless proof
•hall be given of such relanding, or the loss of the vessel at sea ButBPither cnptme, distress, or oni/ot^ier accidait xvkatcvcr, shall be pleaded
or given in evidence in any such suit. What possible difference
can there be between depriving a party of his trial by jury altoge-
ther and prccud.ng the evidence necessary to his defence and the
•stabijshment of his innocence. Jt is an axiom admitted in all codes
t/iat the act of God shall prejudice no man. But bv this bill, if aessel bound, for example, from New-York to Newilaven, should
have a single hogshead of rum on board, and in a thunderstorm thig
should be set on fire and consumed, and the vessel fortunately escape
by the provisions of this bill, because the rf/anrfin^ of the rum, or the
iwj of the vessel cannot be proved, judgment is to goon the bond •

although the defendant has the most .ncontrovertable evidence toprove the above fact (the destruction of the rum) a complete drfence
at law... not by custom house oaths, of which the g.ntleman from V
aeemsto think so lightly (and which I am sorry he should disparage'
as on them depends much of our revenue) but bj the oaths of th©
most respectable characters of our country, who may be on board
and eye witnesses of the fact ; nay, it. might happen to be the gen'
tJenaan himself. Another case. ..in ;i storm, to save t(»e vessel and
their lives, the crew and passengers throw overboard a cargo of flour
•r such as may ha on deck and in the way of working the ship •

'

proof of this is not to be admitted before the Court and Jury, but
judgment is to be rendered against the defendant. Manv other
such like cases might be put equally strong. Article 7 of the
amendments to the constitution provides, that " where the value in
•ontroversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial shall be
preserved.'* Two of the prominent articles of grievance set forth in
uie declaration of independence, are in these words :

" For depriving Hs in many cases of the ! enefit of trial by jury."
" For transporting us beyond the seas, to be tried for pretended


