
9

have availed tlicmsolvos of a.. direct and incidcntnl power

whicli it L'ivcH thoin, to impoRO .poii oair export trade t(j t lint

country, now und intolerable l)\irdcnH. Every year since the rati-

fication of the treaty, they have boon regularly and HVHleniati-

cally increasing their duties ujioii the leadinf; articles ot American

production soeking their tnarkots, till the»e duties on nuiny ot

thoia, amount to a i)ractical prohibition. Kvery year tlio C ana-

dian Parliament has passed a new taritl" act, imposiing additu.nal

burdens upon importations from this country. The following

table exhibits the ad valorem duties that liave been levied, by

bor succossivo tariff acts, since the ratilication of the treaty, upon

certain articles which wo largely produce, and which in times

past wo largely exported to that country

:

18BB. 1850. 1867. 1888. 18.10.
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Cottonfl«o,U 124

Vol W fl ^0
\r.PnOood. i
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£ir':::::::::::::::::::::::::::l«* n n i8 50

KefineaauK«P «2, 28 2r 264 40

OtherSugar 2^ 20 17* 21 80

• Mr. Chairman, you may tell mo that these increased and in-

creasing impositions upon our export trade to Canada are not the

effects of the treaty. I admit, sir, that they are not legitimaie

and necessary effects of it; but they are, novertlieiess, justly

chargeable to it. If the treaty were not in existence, tliePO bur-

dens would not bo imposed—we conld prevent them trom being

imposed, or, at least, counteract their effects. If our hands were

not tied by the treaty, wo could retaliate by imposing similar Un-

ties upon the productions of Canada seeking our markets, and

thus render it unprofitable for the Canadian Parliament to indulge

in such legislation toward ub. But having bound us by the treaty

to admit all her productions free of duty, without assuming any

corresponding obligation in respect to the productions ot this

country which seek her markets, and without even binding her-

self to abstain from imposing additional burdens upon them at

pleasure, we are left wholly at her mercy. Sir, it is altogether

incomprehensible to me, bow our Government ever came to be so

overreached at every point—bow it ever came to yield its assent

to a treaty, the legitimate workings of which are so much to our

prejudice, without at least requiring some guarant:y that it should

not be made still more intolerable by such legislation as this.

You may denounce this legislation as being a breach ot good

faith, and in violation of the spirit of the treaty—and it deserves

to be so denounced—but that will not excuse the blind fatuity

which led us into the snare.
,

Sir, view this treaty from whatever stand-point you may, it

presents the same forbidding aspect. Its effects upon our public

revenues, and the private interests of our citizens, are alike per-

nicious. It is prej udicial alike to the interests of our farmers and

our mechanics, our manufacturers and our merchants, our lum-
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