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Mtanoe towardi QoA, and faith in tlie Lord J«mm Christ'' And, inw 'Written communications ofthe Spirit of God, through the instrumm.

'laUfy of these '* messengers of the Churches, theelorj of Christ," we
#nd them, gi?ing to themselves, and all their breuiren, such names at

Ifaese—** Servants of Jesus Christ—Ministers of Clurist—Stewards of

the mysteries ofGrod—Bishops, or Overseers—^Elders, or Presbyters-^

Pastor[»—Teachers." **The Elders which are amonff you I exhort, who
un also an elder, and a witness of the sufierin^pi of Christ, and also

a partaker ofthe glory that shall be revealed : feed the flock of God
which is among you, taking the oversight (that is, exercising the office

cS a Bishop or overseer ox'^er the flock of Gknl, or the Church of Chriit

which is among you), no^by constraint but willingly, not for filthy

lucre, but ofa ready mind ; neither as being lords over God's heritage,

but being ensamples to the flock : and when the chief Shepherd shall

appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away"—the

whole of tliie languid of the Bible, biearidg on the subjected the titles

c^those who, in every age of the world should carry uie embassage of

Christ to sinful men, demonstrating with a deamess which the Engh'di

translation of the Bible very faintly represents, that ** He who is the

Head of the body, the Church ; who is the banning, the first bon

from the dead, must, in^ 11 things, have the preemin«ioe ; for it pleas*

ed the Father, that in Him should all fulness dwell."

And it is equally worthv of notice, with a view to the same truth,

that the language ofUie Reamer, while on earth, and of the lioljr

Spirit, who, on Christ's ascensicm, was given to guide His people into

all truth, is most explicit in declaring that those who should be set

apart, appointed, or, as it is generally termed ordakud, to be the Ser*

rants of Christ in administering His laws, are brethreD--4elk)W labour

era-—yoke fellows—fellow ambassadors for Christ—fellow elders or

priBsbjIers—no one of them poasessinff frcnn Christ, and forbidden to

possess from any other quarter, superiority or dignity above the rest—

the language employed on this point convejring a very plain and emphat*

ic intimation from Christ, that ifany professing Servant of His, in any

sil^||e£ng age ofthe wwld, should presume to set hims^, or allow

lAelf to be set above his fellow servants, and to atten^ to overrule

tiiem, instead of nving himself wholly to the wcnrk assigned him, Hsj

who is the only Uhief Shepherd, and who will not give His glory to

another, when He cometh tojudgment, shall suUect every man's work

to a fiery trial, to manifest of wbat sort it is. The Re^^Bemer, who is

JQStfy jealous of His honor, for his Church's sake, solemnlv and afieo-

tionately warns His public servants, who, He well knows, nave within

ihem, siiid ready to be manifested by than, some beietiting sin, as all

His disciples liave, against the indulgence and the commission of an


