
It:'

to contend that the AcadianH, ignorant and suiwrstitious,

and practised upon by such invontionH a8 have boon men-

tioned, were independent of their teachers, and followed

unti-ammelled the dictates of their own judgments in

refusing to become loyal English citizens.

When we consider the case of these poor people, of

families forcibly removed from their homes, often sepa-

rated, and compelled to wander in exile, suffering want,

and always unwelcome guests, we may well shed tears of

sympathy for them; and knowing their character, how

simple and ignorant and stubborn they were, how firm

their belief in the value of merit resulting from obedience

to the teachings of their missionaries, we need not wonder

that they went blindly on, through physical inconvenience

and suffering, to attain a reward commensurate therewith
;

' and this, it may be reasonably affirmed, and not English

trickery and cruelty, as lias been asserted, caused the

deportation of the Acadians.


