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other grants of the crown, is irrevocable, except on certain condi-

tions. The grant of a constitution to Nova Scotia was just as

irrevocable as Magna Charta, the Petition of rights, or a grant of

land to an individual, which could only be disposed of by his own
will, or, what is the same thing, his willing to commit those

crimes which are punished by a forfeiture of the land granted. So
Nova Scotia's r'-presentativo constitution was irrevocable, and
could only be forfeited by the treason or rebellion of her people.

The moment a representative constitution was granted, the

Crown and Imperial Parliament ceased to have the power to tax

the people of Nova Scotia, who could thereafter only be taxed by
their representatives in their own Legislature, and it was not in the

power of the Imperial Parliament to deprive them of that right, or

to devise any other mode of taxing them, unless they, by a solemn
act of their legislature, became a party to the arrangement. ^4 ',)it'''5 i

If the Imperial Parliament have the power claimed by'the B.
N. A. Act, without an act of our legislature concurring in it, they

might take away and revoke our representative constitution alto-

gether, and appoint a council or individual to tax us. Why should

they not create a petty tyrant, like a Roman Procurator, to impose
taxes on us and extort tribute from us, to any amount he pleased ?

If they can do the one they can do the other, and instead of being

a free people we should find ourselves the victims pf an absolute

despotism. .v|ii, .]•.>. i.-^/ v uj

The Act declares that the 12 Senators are to refiflde in the

Province. The Quebec scheme had not this provision, but they

were intended to reside in Canada. If Parliament have power to

manufacture such a Senate to tax us, they can require the Senators

to reside anywhere, or to be of any nation, color or complexion :

Instead of making it necessary that they should possess landed
estates of the enormous value of $4000, they might require them
to be taken out of the Poor Asylum, or they might require them to

be taken out of Preston or Hammond's Plafns, and that their

property qualification, instead of being $4000 in real estate, should

consist of 4000 cents in moccasins, birch-brooms; and blue-berries.

They might require them to reside in Otaheite or Kamschatka^
or they might make it requisite that they should be citizens of the

United States, or that they should belong to the MiCmao, Dogrib
or Cherokee Indians. If they can do as the Act proposes there

is no limit to their authority, they are absolutely sovereign, our
I'epreseniative constitution was a delusive chimera, and we are not
possessed of the rights of Britons, but are the abject slaves of a

worse than eastern despotism. But, thank Heaven, they have no
such power, and they would never hare enacted sueh an illegal and
unconstitutional statute, if, as its preamble proves, they had not

been grossly deceived by the Colonial Delegates.

The Act, then, confers on Canada the right of taxing Nova
Scotia, while she is not only unrepresented but actually mis-

represented* Representation ineauj having members, appointed


