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froo iiistittilioiis tlml are our country's priilo, mil oiir comitry'i;

aaffty : such iiistanci's uro not rare.

Tlio cstalilisliiiu'iit. of Mcvluinics' liist/tii'("S desorvcs to bo

niiukod us oiio of tlio jjrouf. eras in llic history of fScii-ncc, I

rnij^'htsay in the history o( the' World. Wc know most certainly

thut tho tendency of these Institutions has hvcn to deveN>|i the

pen ins, and cncuiirai^e the perseverance of the Mechanic. Wo
Icnow iiHJst certainly that since they were estuhlishcd discoveries

und inventions have niade a progress unknown during any

[)revious period. Jl is true, wo canin)t tell how far those great

discoveritvs und inventions are to l)e altrihnted to Mechanics'

Instituli's. This is a prohleiii which no man can solve. I3ut

certainly, when we consider how eminently these Institutions

are calculated to spread Science lunongst a vast number of

people, we may, without |:resnmj)ti()n, attribute much of the

s[)lcndid success which has attended h^cience, tiiiring the last

half century, to the Mechanics' Institutes.

The original purpose of the Ibunders of the Mechanics' Insti-

tutes seemed to have bec'i accomplished, wlien the system of

lectures, and the establishment of libraries were adojited. But

such was Uio general interest taken in the Institutions—the

value of the lectures

—

tiie s[)read of general information—that

tlie Mechanics' Institutes Wi^'re found to be fitted for the [iro-

motion of kni)wledge to a much wiiier circle than was originally

intended, and in this way they became much more extensively

useful, and much more objects of general interest.

Whde we contemplati^ the more immediate L nefit that flow

from such Institutions, let us not forget the more remote, but

powerful way, in which they act upon a community—upon a

nation. The members of those societies are members of the

cimimnnity. You cannot raise the standard of education, of

knowledge, of intelligence among them, without powerfully

affecting those with whom such members associate ; so that in

fact, the iiatioo itself may be said in this way to participate in

the benefits that spring from these Institutions.


