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Majesty to rmlitt to th« iitrawt of your power
any attumiit which may be nia<lA, to l>rin;j about

tli»' neparulii.u of Cunuda, from tint Hritihli ilu-

ininiiiii'i, iiikI to Kiurk in tlin sir(iri;^('4t manner
Hit Afi^jfsty'b i)i'iilo;i»uif' with all thoso who
maj (lirt'ctly cr infliricily ••iicoiirami mich a ilf-

sign. If'anv aliMn[it of this kiiul bhuiild take

such a form that Uinhc whiiarc iriiiltv dC il inav,

aixdi'din^ to siuh advioc ;w vou may roccivi;

from your law advisers, bu niadi' vi'sjHinsible Cor

their .-iiiiiuct m a ("'curl nf Justice, you will not

tail t'l ti'.lif tli(; ncc'i^sKiry mfiLiiirus tor briii^^iiig

tiiein 10 ac'count.

I ara, my Lord,
Your most obt-dt., Strvt .,

GREY.
The Right Hon. Eahi. ov Eluin.

The Association lune carfl'iilly r(.'(oiisidf.'od

thc>ir two addrcvsrs, ;uid th<_v do not find inflit;ni

thf lanifuujif! ot iiii'imi'c or soditiim ; but a cjilm

(li,siia.vsi(iiiutt' .statfnicnt of social v\i\s, under
whioli (.'anada sutlers, iiiid u remedy, by con-

stitutional weans, sugo,.>,ted for eons-ideratinii.

It is tu the People nf Canada that these slato-

iiieiits have been niad>', and it is for you to

doiide whethec the reineily jir.iposed, is one that

is advantageous in worthy of boinj; referred to

the lirilish Natii)n for their assent. U is impos-

sible for tliis Association to n^i;ard the expression

of Earl (5roy "s opinions as e,inveyin;{ the deeisio'.i

us tl\e British .Vatioii. r.\ea .ihould the Uritisli

Parliament siippor', his l.oi'dshi)), «e coneei\e

that tlieir action will Le prenmluro until the ipn j-

tioii has been ooistitntienillv brought b. 'Virethem,

as np))ro\od by a majerily of tin- rc|iri'sentati\e.-,

of the Canadian People, 'riic As-(ieialio!i deny
therij^hf oiil.e (Jolonial S.jcri'ary to otfer, by an-
ticipation, the decision of tli<' liritisb Go»eriinu'nt,

on a ([U-.'stion that is not constitutionally befoi'C

Iheni ; uid thoy further desiiti to point out the
dangei that may bereafler ui.^e, if ilie principle

be' ou:(' admitted that the Qviein's name iiid

authority can be introdui'ed to suppress the law-
ful discussion of any polititat ipjirstiori in the

Colony . The l?riti>ii people liave a proper
and I'onstifutionar opportmiity oi' e,\pres.sing

their as.-icnt or dissent to any colonial measures,
and it i> a subject of painful surprise to this j\^-

soeiation, that Earl lirey sLnuilil have oncroaclu'd
on the rights if her .Majesty",-, Canadian subjects.

in venturing to decide thai any <iuestion was unlit

to be brought by them before their repre-i'iita-

ti\es. "J'hc Association are necos.sarily ignorant
of the terms in which the Governor General
brought their address under the notice of the
Colonial Secretary, and bow far thoso terms jus
tify bis Lordship in giving a eharai-tc- to tln-ir

jiroceeding.s Avliicb they ha\e di.itiiu.-tlv denied
iVom the onts?et. The Association now 'reiterate

that they eek theattainnipnt if ilioir object only
with the ivev and willing .iinsent of (ireat Ibi"-

tain, that thoy never will urge the subject bv other
than calm apji' ais to lue rea.'-oii and inteliigence

of their fellow subjects,— tirvl in Canada, after.-

wards in Enirhind,- and that they have no sympa-
thy with .any wlio hold other sc'itiments than
these.

While rr.asserting the position the .A^:socia-

tion have assumed, they !• el th.,t the language of

the Colonial Soerotary requires from them tlio

dis(.>hari;e of a farther and a higher duty, in do-
oyinjjull right, on hi-, pert to puninh men for Ihe

asiKirtion of opinion.

The free divustsion of all subjects in a right in-

herent in every man iiudcr a free form of govern-
, mi 111, and tlie powoi to advocate, by constitu-
' tioital nivHUs and iilnderate cuunsels, clnuiges of

:any description, is the great safeguard against

violence and n-bellion. The moment an atlompt
lis made to ioerce the free expression of piddiu

I

opinion, tho in.ist sacred i-ight of the people is

laltacked, mid the "round-work laid for any and
I every stretch of (U-spotic power. The associa-

jtiim auk their fellow citizens whether, in all they
have suggest I'd or done, ti.ey have not most caro-
ftillv avoiiit'd advocating augiit that could in the

isliglite.st degree infringi' the lawi or warrant, tho

;
iiiterfercuoo of Exeeutivu Authority. And feel-

ing that their course ha*i been temperate and

I

legal, they deny the light of Earl Grey to use
,toivards them the language of bis despatch, or to
intcrl'orejn their disciissiun of. am' '*n''jeet nffect-

!ing the interests of Canada. The Association,

; therefotp, ontreat their I'l-Ilow subjects, not to al-

I

liiw any feeling of hostility to the policy of those
who iiiiw i.ddress them, to blind them to the con-
secpieuces of admitting the position assuiTied by
Lord (iri'v ; but to look only at tho great prin-
ciple involved.

Let the l'eo|)le of Canada, to whom this As-
MK'iatiuii ad<lrehsed themselves, decide, whetb( r

(hi' ciHirse of Karl (irey is in accordance with
the constitution granted to them, and whutlicr
his ap()roval ought to alfV^cl the legal discussion
of any subject intended to bo brought before the

;
Legislature of this f'oimtry,

' Let tlictii say whether Respe "iblo Govern-
ment i.-, only a name, or is inten<;.ii toasstne that
t'reedoni ofopinion, de,ir to every i!ritisli,subje(^t.

To you, then, the pc'ople of Canada, we appeal;
and we a>li ulietber we shall be oompoUed to.

,
brood in silence ov<fr llie evils the country labol^
'under, (,r whether we lunethe rigbtteniperately
(o discu.ss those evils and their cure, free iromt'io
'threat of puiu.shment, and iiidi'iieiulent alike of
the interference and control of any others than
those who are constitutimially responsible to you.
In conclusion, the Association woidd remark, "tliat

the subject of discussion has been ob.scurcd by
;the mode adopted for <'hecking the e.\pressiou of
public opinion, and this A.ssociation in the broad
assertion of an undeniable right, maintain that
they will not be diu;rled from the legal and con-
stitutional oomse which they have adopted, in

full i-elianee that whenever the i]ue,stion is broi;glit

betore Cleat liiitain. by our responsible minis-
ters, tiieir application Vvill be treated with that
respect and consideration whidj itsniagnitinleand
importance demand. In the deliberate adoption
'of this course, the association conceive that they
are defending one of the greatest bulwarks of this
country's liberties, and diey claim the support of
all true friends of Canada, wbatevor be their
views of the [lolicy the association seek to pro-
mole.

JOHN B LDPATM, Premier:.
' R. M.VeKAV, ) ,. . •

' A. A. DOR ION, '^'^'•^''"'•"'*.


