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dncl {Irait road to peace ? There muft h^ fome lurking motive which

we have not yet fathomed. That lurking motive is ftill one of

the fame which has guided their counfels and condufl in every

thougiit, word, and deed. They are dill hankering, to the very

lad expiring (lru|gle, after that unconquerable and everlafting at-

tachment of their hearts, dominion under the royal name.

A very few words to fupply the context will make the whole

fydem perfe6Uy intelligible. Parliament, indeed, (hall make an

abfolute furrender of the purfe and of the fword to America,

faving and referving to the crown, the command over the money

and men of America, as necelTary to an union offorce. This

fubllitution of the crown is no drain upon the conftru£lion ; it is

always tacitly underflood, unlefs it is exprefsly relinquifhed. It

emerges, of courfe, upon any queftion of executive or foederal

powers. I will now quote to you the words of a proclamation of

the Britifh commifTioners in America, in which (without even a

tranfient thought of parliament) they plead very pathetically for the

re-adniiflion of royal prerogatives into America. You may then

judge, whether I have given an unfair or uncandid conflru^lion

of it. It is another part of the fame proclamation of which I

have fpoken fo much already : the words are as follow : " The
*' Congrefs, the affemblies, and the people of America, will judge
'• for themfelves, whether that union ofjorce^* (viz. under the

crown) " which we, on our part, deem of fo much advantage to

'• Great-Britain, may not be of equal advantage to them. And
*' whether the internal peace of their own fyftem will not be

" more fecure under the title and majefty of the King of, Great-

" Britain, whofe prerogatives are exercifed within ftrift limita-

" tions, and whofe authovlty will infure the regular execution of

" every law, that may be provided by the reprefentatives of the

"people, &,c." Thefc are new doftrines, to be held out in a

proclamation by parliamentary commiiTioners. The nation has

been immerfed in profound darknefs and errors for many years

;

they have been inftrufted to believe, that they were fighting for

fome national rights, or for parliamentary fupremacy ; but they

have been gricvoufly deceived, and raided : DomiflioQ and Pre-

rogative have been the Alpha and Omega. I believe we are now

got to the very bottom o\ all bottoms. Parliameat may furrender

its


