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Admiral BartheUmi de Fonte was at that time

Admiral of New Spain^ and afterwards Prince of
Cbiliy £s?f . He relates that the court of Spaifty hav-

ing been informed of the Voyages of the Englijh

into Hudfon* s-bay^ to Bnd out a paflage to the

north- weft, he had received orders from the

King of Spain^ and iikewife from the Viceroys of

New Spain and Peru^ to go on the fame fearch

through the South-fea with 4 Men of War j which

accordingly put to Sea from the Calao of Lima^
Aprii 3, 1649 » ^^^^ '^^^'' i^f^^^jot on the coaftof

Mexico^ they farther provided themfcivcs with

four long- boats, built expredy for iaiiing, &r.
that having reached Cape-bianco (the then fup-

pofcd extremity of California) he failed 456
leagues in a north-well diredion, till he arrived

at a river which he called Rio de los Reyes^ i. e.

King*s river ; that in 260 leagues ot this paflage

they had met with feveral ftreights, which ferpen-

tizing, formed a clufter of idands, to which

Admiral ds Fonte gave the name of St. Lazarus*

s

Archipelago. 1 o avoid prolixity, I at preiijnt pals

over the detail of the Admiral's narrative, the

great lakes, idands and rivers, difcovered in this

voyage, and to which he gave names, they

being fufiiciently reprefented on the map, which

I now offer to the academy. I (hail only ob-

ferve that this Admiral, ancl the Captains of the

(hips under him, having feparated, and fteering

different courfes, in order at the fame time to difcover

the more countries, they might have carried their

(hips into fome of the va(t lakes marked on the

map } and that the Admiral himfelf, having with

his failing-boats penetrated to one of the lakes

contiguous to the Bay of Baffins^ the CataraSs

not permitting his (hips to come hither,

he there met with an Englijb (hip from Bcjion,

i^c, Laftlyy that he had carried lw« difcoveries
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