
8 EECOXSIISSAXCE OF THE YUKON RIVER.

way, tliis Time on th*' ice, to Fort Yukon, and in the lollowins: .suninier

jmslied on to Foit Jselkirk, more than tour hundred niiles farther up the

river, and the La«liMer*l {wiint y«'t rea('he<l Wy <'\i»h)rers IVoni thr coast.

These {^entleiufiEi have i>iil»Msh(.'d no aecount of thi'ir adventures. I

liaVe, however. Iiuii«l the pUasure of travcilin^' a eonsidorable distane** ou
the S'ukon Jliv-i-t with >[r. ^lichael Fiaharjiv. Since the year 1S«;g he

lias l»een aluj<*>!t «»n(>tanrly upon tlie river, and is well inlornn-d con-

('ernin;i' its Toi*»*;:Taii».hy and tiic manners and eustoins of the native tribes

which inhaldt at.s J)«jaks. I am indebted to liim ibr a hir;;-c amuunt of

vabiablc iuloniis-iiiti«o»n, which I coidd m>t otlu'rwise ha\e obtained.

The next exiorilition np the river to Fort Yukon was made by ^lessrs.

Williaiii II. UiiiJS iniwl Frederick Wliymper, tlie former director of the

scientilic ^:^^^*> **i the teU'^raplj <'ompany. the hitter likewise an olUcer

of tlie conj]iain .iict«l un artist. In tlu' autumn of iSOi; these ]L;enth'iiH'U

crosse<l the ]K'itai;».- from rnalacldeet to Nu hi to. where they wintered,

and started e,a-ily m the spring' of 18(i7 Ibr Fort Yukon. Makin;; tiieir

way Avith <-o]j>i«l.-r.if>te dilticulty in "baidarras," or skin-boats, they
finally reaclji-MS iiBji»-ir destirmtiou in the latter ])art of rinne. after travel-

in^' almost c-^ '" inrly. day and nij;ht, for twenty-nine days. They
remained at I .: iikon for af>out two weeks, and then, rer-iiil>arkin^' in

their li;;liT lK«»i*->iii<Ered down the river. Trav<'lin;;' ni^lit and (hiy. aud
ai(U'd by tlje raj»i«l •iirient, they arri\'ed at St. ."Micliaers Island alter a

Journey of tiiTtesr-aii tLiiys and a half, which Mr. AN'liyiiiper terms a mere
lioliday exeui-«D<i;»!D. T»> this exploration we are indebted Ibr a lar<;e

amount of i^eJiinl"!.' information eoncernin.i;' the Yukon. In is(i;t ;Mr.

\Vliymi»ei- i>nlt]:i>-lii»tl his -Travels in Alaska and on the Yukon." which
y;ives a ]ile;i?<Jiiiiiir ;i«;(ount. accompanied with ex. 'client illustrations of
this and othei' «-x5»Ioia.tions. and conveys a. clear and truthful idea of the
regions AvhicL n oltrvrilies. After this Journey, .Mr. Dall remained for

more tbau a yttir am the low»'r part of the river, lie was able to collect

front the L*ussa;iiiin)* a,nd Kn-ilisli a vast amoiuit of information, ami he
seems to havi- «-«>mbine«l with these advantaji'cs «4reat energy and a
s])eeial litue*?? fwr the work. In 1870 he jurblished a large volume,
(Mititled ••A]i;i>k.» .tcid its iJesourees,"' which is lilled with intbrmatioii

concerning the Tt-nritory, gathered not otdy from his own experiences,
but from evely .>ther available source, and Avhich v. ill. I am contident,
long remain OHr Iw^t nuthority on many points of interest regarding
Alaska.
The uitj^er j^kiibmci of the river, between Fort Y'ukiai and Fort Selkirk,

has been known for imariy years to the traders of the Hudson IJay Com-
l)any. Abov*- \hK hiifer point the river was partially ex[>lored in 1S«»7

by Michael lJyniiiteA.au employi! of the telegraph company. The remain-
ing portion is «o»iily known from the reports of Indians.

In the sprimji of l-'^JO it was thought desirable that an olHcer should
be sent to Xorthtaatern Alaska for the purpose of ascertaining the
geogra]»liical |»«(ii#iKioBi of Fort Yukon. Having oliered my services in the
performance id thiif duty. I was ordered to report ^o .^lajor (leneral II.

W. Halleck. tlkieiui •-oniimaiuling the Military Division of the I'acitic, and
1 received iixmi him theorderand instructions which are ])retixe«l to this

report.

In this place it s<i*m.s [u-oper that I should brictiy state the eircuni-

stanees wiiieh 3<e«l to the expediticm,

Ftut Y'ukon. ^stnikted at the most northerly point of the Y'ukou Eiver,
had been foi ih*- i»^i^z twenty years the extrenu? western trading-statiou
of the Huds<»3i liiiy <'om[>any. It was supposed to be west of the
bcmndary l«-tw«-*-M Kassian and Ibitish America, (although its position
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