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PREVENTION OF INSECT PESTS AND DISEASES.

The San Jose
Scale.

TIic t'dllnwins panes lia,\o lioon pvo)iiiroil liy ilirccticni of tin lluii. llic Minister nt'

Au'ii'''il' 'II'' f'"' '!"' '"^"' "fi fi'i'l (list liliiit inn anioiii,', t'iiriniTs mihI t'liiit ^jidweis (if lliitisli

( '(iliiniliiM. The remedies and siiL;i;est ions cnnlained therein, which lia\c
hitrofluctory

|„.(.ii ciiniliileil iindei' tlie eareftd sii|iei\ ision nt the I'rox iinial I'.dard of
Remarks. ,, .. , ' —
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I lorticiiltme, ar(> reeoninieiided to their caretiil i unsuleratioii and to)'

ado|)tion. If <,'enei'ally acted u|)on they will, it is eonrKJeiitiy asserliMJ, jinive to he elVe(ti\c,

not only in ]ireveiitini; the spread of the insect pests .iiid jilant diseases which have made
such inroads on the gardens and orchaids of the I'covince, hut in a larifc measure olitainiui,'

innnunity. A condition jiiccedenl is that eleinal \ijj;ilanee must he exercised, and tlie

success of wliate\('r precautions may 1)(! adopted is depcMulent upon 1 lie t hoi'oui;liiiess with

wliich they are observed. Thi^ reconunendations which are contained in tiiese pai,'es arc t lie

result of careful study of all the (onditions, and are conliinKHl liy oxjierieiice.

The rapid spread of numerous destructive pests and hurtful plant diseases, followinii

upon increase(l cultivation and the importations of fruits and nui'sery stock, has Iieen seriously

felt throui;hout the !iu;ricultural districts, and points to tlu^ necessity of a vigorous and ri^'id

enforcement of the rules and r(!;,'ulations of the |)ejiartmeiit and the adoption of practical

measures of suppression, in order that the promising a<,'ricultural resources of Itritish ("olumhia

may he ]>ermitteil to develop.

]\Ir. I!. M. Palmer, Inspector of I'luit Tests, in his report to the Hon. the Minister of

Ai,'ricultiire for the year endini,' I)ec(>ml)(>r ."ilst, ISllTi, speaking with referene*! to his work in

\isiliii;,' and inspecting orchards in the diU'erent sections of the Province, .says :
—

"TIk; n(>cessity of this work has heen oiujiliasized hy the discovery of the most dangerous

scale insect enemy of fruit trees known—the San Jose Scale {Ax/nfUnliis /'I'riiiridyiix) —in two
orchards on Vancouver Island, and although, .so far as known, this pest, has

not spread, it is hardly possilile that the infestation is limited to these cases.

I jiropose during the coming season to give special attention to the district

in which the infested trees were found.

"It has cost the fruit-growers of California and Oregon liundrcds of thousands of dollars

to light U\c San .Jose Scale, and the war against it still continues. Now it is known that this

jiest will live under the conditions ohtaincd in iJritish Columliia (which has heen considered

doubtful hy some per.sons), there is no doubt that the most stringent measures should be

adopted in (l(>aling with it when found. The appearance of San .lose Scah; in orchards and
gardens in Ontario, .'iid soiik^ of the Fjastern and Southern States, has ci'ealed wide-spread

consternation amongst fruit-growers tiiere, and a demand tor liegislativo assi.stance from the

respective governments in dealing wit]" the pest, similar to that enacted in the Pacific Coast

States and iiritish Columbia, has sprung ;ij).

" In many parts of the lower mainl.uid, and to a less extent on the islands, much injury

has been done to tli(^ apple crop by a jiest which has been named the Apple-l''ruit-iMiner. It

is a small larva or " worm ' w hicli feeds upon tli(( pulp of the fi'uit. To a slight extent, it had
been noticcnl in previous seasons, hut the past year it has he(>n so plentiful as to destroy oi'

render of no \alue a large percentage of the apjile crop in some localities.

"lnr(\gard to the sjiraying of orchards, although good work has heen done by many
persons, atid most, encouraging reports are constantly being receivi'd of the gof)(l eft'ects coiiise-

([ucnt on spraying, still there is much I'ooin for improveiiuint. Many owners
mportance ot

^^^ orchards and gardens containing fruit trees are careless or inditlerent; this
opraying. • o i

•
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IS esjiecially the case with old orchards m or near the (atn.'s. Most or these

old orchards would better be destroyed altogether, as many of the trees, from various causes,

such as neglect or being of poor or unsuitable varieties, ai-e of no \alue to their owners, besides

being infested with various insect pests and diseases, for which thoy .servo as breeding filaces,

and arc a constant menace to the progressive fruit-growers. Those who spray and take car(!

of their tre(>s are dcmandiiiL that more vigorous measui'cs be taken to enforce the cleansing of

th(?se old, infected trees. Another year's experience with the No. 1 spraying mixtui'e (lime.


