
Minute of Council of British Columbia Board of Trade,

re. Chinafapan Mail Steamship Service:

'I'lic liiitish (M)liiiiibia Boiinl nt' Tnidc lully ( lirm tlu' puiiits sot foitli in tlicir Petition iw

till' Ki«lit Hon. Till' Cliiuuvllor uf tin' KxcIkmiuit, diitcd -JGtli August, IS»7, cojiy of wliidi is

nttiK'lifil lii'icto.

Buttery " t' " I'ctVricil to in t'liiu.v ;i Ims sinci' ln'cn estnlilislioil.

As an luUlition to Clause 4, tlie li.mnl wouiil iiuint out tlmt tlie I'ort of Victoria iioicis utii

position in tlie Dominion in rcgnnl to its liii|ini'ts, Exports and Revenue.

In eontinimtion of t'liiuses .S mid I) it iiiiiy lie -tated that Sir Artluir lilackwooil.of the (ienerul

Post Ortiec Department, has had, hy a personal visit to this I'loviiice, ample oi)portunities uf te-stinj;

the aoeuniey of the statements therein contained.

The Hoard would further point nut as follows, viz. :

I. That Steamers calling' at Victoria on outward ))assage couhl secure the Mails, of at least

24 hours later date than can lie disi>atched unihr existing circunistuncea, from the Naval Authorities

at Msquimalt and Commercial Correspondence from Victoria and other points in Vancouver Island.

Also 10 liours later Cahle and Telei,'ni|)liic advices from all |)arts of the world.

'1. That iiotwithstandinj;- it has lieen urged that there would ho of necessity some delay

occasioned hy the .Steamers calling at Victoria, such delay would ho hut brief—c<'rtainl\- not more

than a few hours. In tiie opinion of the Hoard, the importance of Victoria as a commercial centre

and the Capital of the Province, and of Ksipiinialt as Hcaihpiartors of H. M.'s Navy in the Pacific,

sliould eert.iirdy constitute sullieieiit reasons for this port not being ignored by any Steamship line

receivinjj an Imperial Snbsidj-.

."!. That a large miiiiber of incoming passengers, destined for Victoria. tiRVAHing by this route,

are put to great iiicoin enieiice and diday by reason of their bi'ing carried past their destination

ami then transferred at Vancouver to coasting Steamers b\- which they are retunu^d to Victoiia.

Outgoing passengers from Victoria are compelled to proceed liy ctiasting Steamer to Vancouver and

there emliark on the China-.lapan Steamers in lii'U of being permitted to join the ve.s.sels here.

The Steamers in ijuestion pass within a mile of the Port of Victoria.

4. Every needful facility in the way of wharf accommodation exists and vessels calling can

procure (piick dispatch. Should it be made a condition of the Mail Contract that the Stoamcrs

shall call here outw..rds and inwards, all necessary dockage accomodation will bo guai'anteed and

iindi'r no circumstances will communication by tug lie consiijered a suHicient substitute.

Victoria, B. C, (ith December, 1888.

VV. MUNTEITH, Secretarv. ROBT. WARD, President.
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