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irith ft Hfcrange and a mortifying conHciouBncw* of inaptitude and ttncor-

tainty, which prompt him to be wi»oly silont. And yet, mr, on thia

Accanion and in this presence, I feel that liloncc on my part might be

misconstrued. I bow to the inevit«V)!c, and am quite fontent to

be regarded as an old young man, or if you so f)rcffr it, as a young

old man, but 1 am not content to be regurdetl as having yet

arrived at that stage of senility when a man becomes all retrospect

and is nf» longer anything better than what Horace terms " Luu(ia<or

temporia acti." Nor am 1 disposed to lay myself open to the

imputation of being either so ungoncrrtus as t^) withhold my poor meed of

praise from, or too generous to fninkly i-xftress my disapproval of, what

ever in the newer educational dispensation may, to my judgment, appear

bo merit the one or the other.

Progressive Regulatioca.

It appeals to mo that no particular [leit^iining to the (le})artmontHl

evolution of the past twenty-five years more f)i)truKively challeng(!s com

ment from or.e who has been out of harness for that length of time than

the fluent character of both the legal enactments and the deiiartmcntAJ

regulations that now conjointly determine the educational nio</n« afjenrli

of the Province. The more or less rigid conservatism of former years

seems to have given place, not tmly to a more jirompt adoy)tion of obvious

improvements and needed reforms, but to what may, jierhaps, in .some

instances, be termed a tenative groping after better things. At tirst view

I was inclined to look upon this want of fixity in enactment and adminis-

tration a-s a defect in the system. More careful consideration, however,

leads me to regard it as an evidence of vitality and jtrfjgress rather than

of weakness or vacillation. It may, I think, be accepted as show ing how

quickly amenaV)le the department is to public opinion when ef)nveyed to

it through legitimate channels. The community influences tJie educa-

tional executive in many way.s, but chiefly through the press, the Legisla-

ture and the inspectorate. It is gratifying to know that, upon the whole,

the press has given the department a generous support. Except at

periods of political excitement, it rises superior to party proclivities, and

during the past fifty years, and especially during the past twenty-five

years, it has done noble work for the furtherance of the educational

interests of the Province. The leading newspapers of the day may be

only self-appointed educational asseasorB, but they are none the less

valuable or influential on that account, and, as a rule, they have not


