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and we only take credit for our share of it, upon wiiich share the Dominion

pay ui interest half-yearly. In the recast of tlie le counts sent by the

Donunion in l!^8(I, they admit a balance to the credit of * >ntarin of ,*4,17"),

27G, adding to wliicii our share uf the Common School Fund SiS01,-02

makes a total credit according t^ the>e accotuits of .*.'», 000.477, while in

our stateiufint we placr the iuih»unt held liy ihem at .Sr»,7;'> 4.1577.

The ditlerenciMs caused by the l>ominiou .•harging various payments

niadr on account of Ontario since OontWleratioti, the, most of them in the

(arliei years of 1807-8-9. These we do not take intf) account in our state-

ment as they have nol Iteeu yet allowed or settled, and also liecause we

have ceitain charges to oll'set against them : l)Ut it is likely that some reduc

tion on the balance as claimed by us ma\ have to lie allowed on accotmt

ot these payments wh(;n .settlement is made.

NN'ithin the last tew wiH'ks, however, another re-cast ol the accounts

has l»een received from the Kinatice .Minister, which shew.s a largely re"

duced iialauce to the credit of the Province as (compared with the state-

ment of 1880, a? to which I think it necessary particularly to refer.

1 11 legard to the adjustment of these unsettled accounts with the

Doiiiiui MU, I was in hopes that I would have been enal)led to announce to

the llou-e at this Session that a final setth'iuent had oeen eH'c-.ted of all

outstanding accounts, except, perhaps, those preposterous Indian claims,

which r on a former occassion referred to, and^which by conaeut have lieen

piieou-holed, and from which 1 trust they will never l)e resurrected.

I think this settlement would liy this date have been accomplished had

progress not been blocked liy the extraordinary attitude assumed l)y the

I'^lnance Minister of the Dominion, as to the interest to l)e allowed and

charge. I upon the current Ijalances of these accounts.

The position taken by the Dominion is of such serious import to the

Province, that 1 think it proper to put the House and the people of the

Province in possession of the facts.

The IJritish North America Act, under which the old Provinces of

Canada, comprising Ontario and Quebec, was merged in the Dominion,

contained provisions for the settlement of the debts and liabilities of the


