
Early Days.

sufficiently true to life not to mislead outsiders,

and not to shock the sensibilities of friends.

In case any reader should need them for

reference, I shall, in this opening chapter, put
down a few commonplace facts such as are
widely known and are everybody's property. Mr.
Spurgeon was born at Kelvedon, in Essex, on the
19th of June, 1834 ; and, as the world is fond of
comparing the events in the life of one great man
with those belonging to the course of another
great man, it may be remarked that on that

auspicious day Thomas Babington Macaulay
" crossed the frontier of Mysore." It was in that

year, moreover, that the Houses of Parliament
were destroyed by fire.

During several generations, the Spurgeons
have been engaged in the Christian ministry.

The Pastor's grandfather spent half a century
among a flock at Stambourne, and this old

worthy's son is a valued minister of the Inde-
pf^ndent denomination at the present time. One
of the earliest custodians of the popular preacher
was an affectionate maiden aunt, who, with others,

could not fail to detect a precocious talent in her
youthful charge. We have all heard now Richard
Knill looked upon the boy with admiration, ic

express hopes in regard to the future which have
not been disappointed.


