
284 RED PEPPER'S PATIENTS

pair discovered Red Pepper Burns just descending

the stairway. He scrutinized their faces sha. ply,

then advanced upon them. They met him half-

way. He gravely took Anne's hand and set his

fingers on her pulse.

"Too rapid," he said with a shake of the head.

"Altogether too rapid. You have been under-

going much excitement—and so early in the morn-

ing, too. As your physician J must caution you

against such untimely hours."

He felt of King's wrist, and again he shook his

head. "Worse and worse," he announced. "Not

only rapid, but bounding. The heart is plainly

overworked. These c«ses are contagious. One

acts upon the other—no doubt of it—no doubt at

all. I would suggest
"

He found both his arms grasped by Jordan

King's strong hands, and he allowed himself to bi

held tightly by that happy young man. "Give us

your best wishes!" demanded his captor.

"Why, you've had those from the first. I s..w

this coming before either of you," Burns repHed.

"Not before I did," asserted King.

"Not before I did," declared Anne.

Then the two looked at each other, and Burns,

smiling at them, his hazel eyes very bright, re-

quested to be restored the use of his arms. This

being conceded, he laid those arms about the


