THE BUSINESS SITUATION.

Winuipey, Saturdavy Afternoon, Dec, 4

Navigation Is gtill open at pur ke
ports, The recent sharp weather irs
dicater! fan early closimis of navigation,
but yesterday it turned quite wild
agnln, and us wo lhave now had «w
cold speel, we wmay have n week
or 50 of moderate weather, in winch
case wheat shipments will continve
vin tho lake route, The last stean-
ers of the season on the regular lines
cloared from YTort Willinm on Tues-
day, for Owen Sound and Sarnia, but
boats have been cleaving with wheat
all week, and a fiumber of boats are
chartered to carry wheat, which have
not. yet arrived,  Bank clearings at
Winniptg for November were $13,560,-
761, compared withr $REN5175  for
November last year and 8503,272 for
November, 1895, Clearings for this

week  were 2,275,360 compared
with $2151,399 for the corres-

pouding week last year and §1,873,-
870 for thie week two years ago, A
summary oi live stock exports for the
season will be found in another cul-
umn,

WINNIPEG MARKETS.

Winnipeyg, Saturday Afternoon, Dec. 4

CROCKIERY AND GLASSWURE,

Mr. Parter, of Porter & Co., wholes
sale crockery, cte, Winnipeg, says
they- are now closing up their orders
for the holiday trade and in a week
or ten days the jobbing trade will
be about wound up for the season,
Their business has bean about 20
per cent, greater than last season.

DRY GOODS.

The outiook Is for.a Hrm market in
woolens, wool markets 1eing lirm gery
erally. Cotton is steadier, bat the
goneral temiency of the market has
been weak and downwand, A good
sorting trade s doing in  the local
market, .

FISIL

wWinter fishing will commence on the
Manitoba lakes next woecek, the close
senson on Take Winpipeg cading Nov,
80 for white flsh. Haddles are 1-2¢
lower this weck. notwithstanding that
ey havo bheen somewhat scarce, a8
ghey have been coming forward some-
vt slowly,

GROCERIES.

The market for sugars aud molasses
is firm. Slightly higher prices have
beon reported on some brands of
sugar in the East, but there has been
no peneral advance, and no change
in mizes kere, Pomces'i: canned gools
are Iirm, particularly for tomutocs,
and advances on some Lrands are re-
portedt from the Kast, Evaporated
apples are quoted 1c higher here, and
are very svarce. Dried fruits are
firtm. In cereals pot Larley is quoted
10+ per sack higher and oatmeal is
quoted Sc higher on the inside price
for rolled and 10c higher for granue
lated and standard meal.

GREEN FRUITS. -

Jamaica amnges ate now out of the
market and are rephed by Mexican
aranges which are of fine quality and
offering at lower yprices, Rauauas
are costing very much higher. as they
naw have to come in by express., Some

THE COMMERCIAL

brought in sc-called hewted ears were
frozen on arrival,  Californin lemons
are now arriving, ‘They are good
stock, though on the green side, Crang
berrles are H0c¢ lower, Sonme choice
imported celery is offering, No dates
or Grenoble walnuts are to hand yet
but they are expected soon, Prices are
as foliorrs: Mexican oranges, $35 t0 $3 .4
40: hananns, per bunch, 33 to $1; (alk-
formda lemons, $5 to $5.60 a bhox:
Washington and Oregon  pears, §2
to $2.23 per box: apples, Ontarlo stock,
$4  to §496 rer Dbarrel; south-
ern apples, $4 to $4.25 per bbl; Capo
Cod eranberries, $8.50 to $9 per bbl;
sweet potatces, $5.25 to $£5.50 per
barrel: Malaga grapes, S8 per
ke, for aoncdium, and S$8.350 for
Leavy 'weights; Ontario butternuts 9¢
1b: Ontaric black walnuts, 8z 1b; cocon-
nuts, $1 per dozen; Sicily filberts, large
11c¢ to 122 per Ib.: fies, fancy elemes,
1140 to SU.50 per 101H bhox: celery,
60c dozen.

HARDWARDE. PAINTS, ETC.

Mhe foatur? of the Market is the
strength in glass, and the advauce pre-
gfeted by  The Commercial recently,
Ja: gone into effeet, quatations ¢! is
week huaving teen marked up He. The
market is very firm at the advance,
amt o further upward movement
would not Le surprising. as the Win-
riper markoty as wae explained  Iasg
week, was 14ce below o parity  with
Montreal, and is still 9¢ below the
atter market. A great searcity of
cement ix reported  from the East,
which will be a big thing for Canad-
inn manufacturers, as the winter rates
now in cffect would make new impor-
tations cost higher.

Risal rope has been advanced in this
market. 1-4¢ to 7e base, aud Manilla
rope is quoted at 81-ic base, These
are ciose prives in comparison with
eastern markets, IHorse shoes have
also heen advanced and are now held

at £4.15 iron and §4.40 steel.  See
quotations on another page.
i LEATHER.

Prices are about the same lere,

though castorn markets sire higher. AN
leather markets, both in the Unlted
Stutes and Caunada. are very firm,
and prices have tended upward. Lea-
ther has bteen selling, and is still
quoted below an parity with hides, so
that the outlook is for higher prices.
Somelines, in both sole and black
leathers, have advanced abont 1c in
astern markets within nfew weeks.

GRAIN AND PRODUCE.

IWHEAT — Luadingg  United States
markets havo been irregular, with a
lower tendency this week. oun most
days. In this market there has been
scarcely any busineas doing during the
week. Shippers as o rule had plenty
of wheatl at Fort William to filt all
the space engagade and with the cash
market wuch bigher than  fatures,
there was no disposition to buy wheat
to hold, Local dealers have bwen very
anxious o get their wheat shipped
out before tho cluse of navigation. ow-
ilgz to the samoe reason that  cash
wheant ix worth o osd deal more than
futures. On this account it does not
lovk favorable to carry wheat over
wmti! next AMhy. with carrying chiar-
ges o o added to its costes when it
can be sokl now at in advapice on
May quotations, Freight rates Tavo
advanced sharply.  Iatest  charters
have heen madde 2t 5¢ per bhushel, Tort
Willinm to Buffalo. Some boats,which
were chartered earlier at 2¢. hiave
been trying W work an advauce, sincoe
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the increase In rates.  Clearanees of
wlieat from Fort Witliam were fairly
large this week, and s»veral boats are
yet to arrive to loa:l. The mild turn
in the  weather yesterday Indleates
that navigation may remain open for
some thmoe yet. Last year, ‘the inner
harbor at  Port Arthur was frozen
over an December 1, and on the ssune
aate the steamer Sauber was frozen
in at the elevator at Fort William.
Severanl other steamers arrived  to
fond wheat about the same date, bug
they wern frozen in the river at Fort
Willlam., The Algonquin  got  awny
from Dort Arthur on Decomber 2, be-
inz the last brat of the season. In
1833 ‘the last Leat from fort Wil-
linm ¢learest on December 3, and in
1894 the last boat cleared on  De-
cember 2.

The valuo of wheat lhiere ix very un-
certain. in the absener of buying. Yes-
terday car lots ab  country points
were quoted at 76 to 77¢ for No. 1L
Lard, equal to 39 to 90c¢ afloat Fort
Willinm. These prices :ue hizh  com-
pared with Alay quotations, and above-
a parity with Duluth,

FLO R-Nochange has ocenrred in
the flour market hera, We quote  pat-
ent: $2.55 per sack ol 981bs; Strong
Bakas, $§2.35, second bakers, §1.80
and XXXX $1.40. ¥Prices to local
dealers hiere less Sc per sack for net
cash,

MILLFEED—The demand is good on
local account, and owing to the high
price of course  grain. shipments of
millfeel are Wing made frecly to
country points west. Prices are more
profitable to ship west to  country
points than to ship cast. Millfeed s
being shipped west even from the Kee-
watin mills to country points, and de-
livered at o cost of $10.50 to L0
for car lots of bran and $2 per ton
bigher for shorts. Here ton lots are
are held at $10 for bran and $12 for
shoris. and §9 per ton less in cargo.
lots, nnd the market is very firm.

GROUND FEBD. — Pure grain
feed is quoted at 20 to 22¢c for
onts and barley, the outslde price for
rolled oat feed. Anything under $20-
ner ton Is inferfor mixed il feed. Corn
{ecdd is quoted at $16 to $17 per ton.
Oil cake §17 per ton.

CEREALS—T’0t barley is 10¢ higher.
Ontmeatl is 10c higher for standard
an. granuwlated, and 5S¢ higher an the
inside price for rofle:d meal. The local
milis are Jdoing very little and  the
warket is mainly supplied with ment
imported  from the south. A car or
twa of Ontario meal has also hoeen
brought in, but it can hardly campete
with the imported article.

ONTS—Iave been offering  rather
more freely, at about tho same prices
as were quoted Iast woek, The de-
mand far corn has groatly checked
consumption of oats as much corn is
now being used locally for feed as
other varieties of feed grains, and at
all points where <ats tre subjict to
local freights the corn is the cheaper
feetd. From 36 to 37c is quotad here
for cars of feed oats, per bashal of 3
poutds. The street price to farmers
here Is 34 to 36c as  to quality. 1In
Manitolxt country markets 37 to 30c¢
per bashel has been paid o farmers.

CORN={orn is cominug in freely from
the south. It can b iaid down hero
at 3Y ta [dlc per bushel of 56 poumds
In cars lots_on track as to  grade.
This makes it a chieaper fee! than
ants,  There Is o consiierabls  de-
mand from country points alwo  for
corn for ferd purpases, and car lots.
are moving freely to many provincial
points.



