
Codnllrulal Union With the Colonies,
At tho speclal autumn meeting of the Cocvo.

cationa cf the Chambers ef Commerce of the
Ilaited Kingcdoîn, hold latoly at Newport, the
,1uetion oi commercial union wlth tha colonies
iras dicnssedl as folnws .

NIr. Charles J1. W'iieon (South of Scotlaud)
nioved: Thst a comnmercial union botwecaa
thue colonies and the ruother country weuld
tend to proinote the permanence andi praserlty
of the British Empilre. This Associtition could
tlaerefore urge her Maji 1ty'si Govarninent te
1 iko avary possible olp 11tu.it c f furtheaing
this abject, and as Il means te 18 l end tO hav.i
the conditions of our foreigai treaties altored as
soion au uoisiblo, which prevent cir colonies
!f om lving the geodse t ofIle motin r ceuLitr~
speclai privilcgoe whon thcy dcslire ta doseo

That a douser commorcial connectien betwoen
it colonies &.id the mothor country would bc

advont!ageous appuoard te hini te go ivitheut
taying. The time oa long gence by iehon wo
aould contamplate with cquanimlity the folde.

1,andenceofe any ef our colonies which invelved
separation frein the empire. Tho prescideait, fui
the very excellent speech which ho meade lut
yeair on Chie subjeot, and wvhich muet still bo
pirent te the mii et ail those who were priv.
Ileged t oer hlm, ,aid, "%~Va are surraunded
Ly hostile tarliff, aur geeds are oxcluded from
many miarkets, and elle cifeet cf strengthening
our pesitien by commercial union wouid be te
lesseai the disadvautages under which we
liber." Ëvery ene whe in hie tudividuul experi.
ence boa te fiud a sale fer hie productions In
forcign markets where there wre latgh tarifîs
weuld hall with dclight anything uhich ircull
teseon the disadvantage undtr which thuy
labourad. Whtsn Greait Britalu, lt the luie"sof her heatt, gave her larger celonies the right
of self-government, ha did net tlaiak anyone
would hiave gald elle did wrong if mhe oa nmode
it a ttipulation Chat thora shoni'1 frce trade ail
tound between the colonies and the Mother
Country, but that opportunity having been
miseod we muet now try what coula be done by
arrangement. Sine.,) they lust met, thore hadl
been a second Coogrees cf Chambers of Cein-
mnare of the Empira, and commercial union
with the celoniles mlght be Eaid te have been
the principal question whichi came under dis.
cesion at that meeting. Ha thought ho might
eay that the almeet universel feeling cf that
meeting wasi that wu should as far as possible
bave free trade within the empire. It was
pointed eut in the discussion that Amnerica was
tue. greateat, fret trade nation in the world,
because it iras au article cf Choir censtitution
Chat Chere muet ho frea trade between ail etates
cf the unien, and that thoratenuif ho ne
burriEr te the frite interchange cf commoditiec
within thoirgreat Commonwealth. Mr. Goschen,
in commeuting upon titise tateinent, wua re-
portedl te have naid, " If or co'enies wero pro
parcil for a customs union !in Chat sonse-that
tha re ehould bo free trade with ne harrier cf
cuecome te koep eut Englieh goodei from the

F colonies er colonial preduce frein this country
-then 1 alinulti say the colonies mean business,
aind let us scce how far we cau recenstruct any
portion cf our fiscal systein t, trieot those
vicirs." It iras answered by somne cf the cle-
gates frean tha colonies that revenue couid net
lbe raisod wi:hbout custems duties, that their
sparsely popled country ceulai net be attacked
by the revenue officers in the rame way that
iras quite possible and quite convenient in
Engiand * Mr. Novile Lubock, in replyixîg te
that Iprolosition, raid that thora was nothing iu
the fre trado buis which would preoeet aucy
ôt the colonies levying any cuntoaine dation they
pleasoti, provided they aise imposeti an equliv-
aient excise duty upon the tome ceanmodity
produceti by themeîves, ana in Chat way
1preservlng the equality cf conditions." lt

iîîpcared te hlm that this was a bfial an wbich
they all coulai uuitb. A very important part
in the discussion at the Congreus was taken hy
ticiegates freont Canada, whe practicaliy tala
thein that the pierent ýtate cf maLters could

net go on, audi their propositon, put shortly,wua Chat ire shoulti levy ' tax of 5 par cent. aid
ludoren gpo. il prodiceo receivadc iota this
country fr .th. Blritishi Empire, und
tibat, ail recelved from tho Blritish Empire
sheula lit froc, thus giviîîg Canada, and the
cilher coloniesi a lireferentai etisition avor
foreilgn couotries ta the exttnt of 5 per cent.
In roera for Chie, they îropesed ta admit ail
B itlh qonfls at fi par cent loe thona thoir
ordinary t riff latex, snd that the sume dorivecl
frein thalle 5 pur cente duties sbonulti go te a
geuata fiînd Ior da-femîc. Ie ailasartil te hlmn
that thoy put thie prspoeli.iou forward pcractio
eily sAying te us, Chal thcy hial licn <ifferet
commercial union with the Uniteud States.
which mecant froc trade witlî cigity millions of
prosparons piealei close te Chctr ewn deors. andl
the eniy thin_- wîîich proventeiti acn accepting
tho aller, which iras al very adivautageone one
for Cham, iras the 9r'ntimental dasiro whtch
tho" hae et romaining ii cennection wlth the
MoIther Country. L't them ceneider what
commercial union betwcon the States and
Canada mana. 1Cm practicai eiTait would ho
ta r-ihe tho Canadien tariff te the lavet o f the
LcKlnloy tariff, Chus shutting eut the gootis et
Orcat BruCile. Itceult le ensiiy8sentiatcoin.
merciaI union on siîch a basic would ln a very
short timo amenu peliticiai union aie wtth the
SLttts. It baid beau poautod out very f.aIrly by
Mr. Pârkin. lu is book upon Federatien with
the Col 'niesa, how important it ivas fer the
commerce nf Great Britain that Canada aheuld
romain a ra tcof the Empire, in arder Clîît woj ght havenet eniy the Ustuadian coaling portst

sn heltor on the eawt cout, but that ire
mnight hava direct co-mmunicationa by the Caîn.
adian Pa-Difio Railway with the wott coaet,
and commandi the commerce and proteet or
uhipping in the Pacifie ecean frein Vaincouver
on the nerth. te Austral'a andi New Zea'and on
the south. In spite ef the apparant tihleul by
the Canadian delegates that, if Choir prepositicec
iras net accepted, they muet adopt the atler
alternative, th" meeting vated Chat the propos
ed duty ceutil lot b.e levieti. In conversation
with somne et the dt i.ugatas af tarwards, lie had
polnted eue te thein thât we alre'îdy found the
requisite fonds fer National snd Imiperiai
defenco, and that Charafere it wau net ueceseary
Chat ire éhoula fiud the money exactly in the
way Chey piepoiseti, but that, if they irr as

il disposed te the mucher country as their
spreeches indicateti, thoy anigot well prave the
tact by reducing the tariff on goods imiirted
from liritain mIet Caniada by 5 par cent, as com-.
paredl with foreigu produce, aven though ira
could net ses aur way te adopting the ether
liait cf thaîr proposition. This Chey at ence
uuswared by sayieg that they would gladly de
eo,but Chat ire hadl made it impassible
by car troatins with other ceuntries,
thug ratieR the very difficulty which iras
aise s1tated by the president at Dublin lastyear,
irben ha said, "lWe hava created difficulties; for
attractves by lagielatian in days gene by-srti.
ficiaI arrangaments, which gceatly bamn ter us.
I rater, cf course, ta the treaties with Eiruin
and the Germais Zollverein, cf 1862 andi 1865,
by which ire undertook that aur colanies sheulai
net impose difftrenitiai duties on frga geode
iu fayot et Our Own.I thin ht though
Chat objection le a real oue, il, te net
ineuporable, bat oe that wo muet agit the
succesEors cf Chose statuesmn whlu made thtae
Creaties Ce consider hew haut they dan got rid
cf suoh a dificulty." Lot t e unde-stoot hat
it ias the demnd et the people aud cf Cham-.
bers cf Commerce that in future ne snob, Creat.
jais should ho made (hear, hea'), Chaet aur Colo
nies should net ha regardcd as foreign ceuntries
(hear, hi ail, but ezsnntially as a p art af the
Empira. The resoluimi which ha ha ta pro-
pose was the ueccssary cerolIary eftChia propo.
sition, and*thoy irere fortunate in lîaviug as
President ana irbe caulti se fuliy grasp aIl uuuch
questions, and Chie was, thorefere, a very fit.
tin g Cime fer presbaag upen the Geverninent
thelr desire Chat such restriction shoulti, if
possible, ho remeved; so Chat, in tact, thera
should ha no barrier which, %houla prevent them,

tram making auy aerrangemnt with the cela.
nies which tlaelrcmunu lunt-retti Chair coin.
mon nation, andi tiavir cemir-on Lirer ,aîight
suioilest a hein? lrj'u (ApIpIt cause)

Mr. J. %V.' tne Brînghualli tecf,.'i,
statig Chat, beoeha preceetird futîrher, lie
abouta liko te take tlie cpportualcy of eaprens-
ing' wh-at lie kuer iras Ciao feeling et a 1 ibe
dillea-ges the P. the l'eihare th03' eierlceo il
nt aceing Sir Alieart Rellut laite the chair foc
thac firat Cimie au prueelut uit a meeting of the
assocriatiou, n'l aise %lii irleasurts with whi.-h
thoy bail l'osird the it-lulress hie lhau juet deliv-
ereti ta thon. (liaar, heur.) Ife fuit
thuit thora wua a streu'g uleaiau thai
the colonies shld, net os tra'ated at
forelgu nations, andi it was Ciao kuyiy.te c-t
the prolineal now tuofore thei, lu whiclî ho
would suggeseat thio vortle "anti dtiluenden
cios" schaull lbe a'ldaut, as In any aruraugeinpauî
that miht he atindo ecoultil vot ext lude tLea
greîct d' psndency et ndlia. (lieuar, har.j
'rholo wie mers prent nit Vhn ieeting4 oftChae
Chamhcî-e of Commerce et the omiu're musC haie
licou protoundly imlpiatcii mii the progres
Cliii question lied matie duait g tho fivo years
hetîvetn the tiret andi second meetinga %Vbilst
Bt Che tiet meeting the strong desira for coin
merdiai union was vcry evident in the minde et
many of theîe rrprcsenting the colonies, tbeuo
iras a disincitiation Co fictoreferc with Our
1) licy et froc impoaste. At the second meeting
the quetition was brought up in a very distinct
formn and althauqh the votie iras againait Che

pooaI ta iavy a difulevtiai duty, progrere
mabeitatd urieg tie five years ['hiiihad

given satisfaction te Choiqe whe desireti ta sec
Inîperial fuîduration iliceo the fiales andi i'inciilo
et commiercial Interet. Altiîeugh, ai ne knuw,
they irero teiti .est Cho P«tn-Anericun systeaî,
whichbhail beau extendeti as fer dlown as iJr.zil,
ira a very bat-barons ayseo, yet, ai, the saie
Cimce, if ire co-ild get specl &avanîtages front
eur coloinies, anud wo coul-i ci atde Cheai ,upciai
udvatWgea-our lus ereste heiaug cbiefiy menu-
factum inq interoats, wirbla th.uirà wcra chiefiy
agricuitural or mineal producing interesta-
much wonit ho donc Cornard bringiag atout a
t4tengeheui.g oftCho-te bondsl ei empire of which
the president ha spoken. (Il.ar, heur.) The
1i,)sicion tif Caiéacla wai more iportant than
mtght ha etupiieot; the United Siates wore ai-
ways tryiug co relt on the aea baud, and ca-
j iery au the ailler; attempting to caoec Can-
ada by effea of reclprocity, and Ca coorce lier
by impostîîg almost prohibitive dutieic upon the
preduce wlîich termeti the Lirger part et haer ex.
porL Crade. %Vt'out oxpressing Cheir opinionî
on the questions et froc tSr fuir Crado, they could
fairiy nuite te saapporttng a rescolution eftChis
kinti, ivhich did net bled them ie auy spociai
direction, btat ukedti he geverninont te Cake
away the bled rences which 1 y in the way et
Cheir abject, and thon se irbac practalcal wark
coulti ho doue with the consent et the colonies
temards hringing about Chat great comamercial
federation as the only mnaus by which te
Enipire couitib hastrengthened and cousoiidated.

(Her, bear.)
Mr. R. D. Burnie, M.P., (Swansea) hoa

hopeti semae aulo ioulti have moved an amend-
ment te tho resolutien, but ai nce eue haS dout
go ho woli.-1. Alcheuigli ho iras net prepared
te maire a speech, ho wisheti t', direct theaBt.
tention of the meeting Co Cthe vital imp«jrtuca
et tihe resclutaon. The amandlanent hae wauid
movo iras Cie: Chat ail the worde afcer the
word "abject" shoulti ba euitted, and the fol-
loving worde ho inserted t-

-Ou the hasts cf Universel Free Trada bc-
Cireen the Colonies and the Mether Country."

Thot wouiS practicaily ho the resolutioîî ef
the Hull Chamber. IC appoored Ce hlm Chat t)
Calk about aiteriaîg the Crcaties mentio'aed in
the resolution as Chough they di. noC raise im-
portant lsunes was net the proper course fer
the association te puroue, and they auaght te
diseuse a lite before arriving ut suohi a conclu-
sien. Ho sa111-ouiIt enter on the question of
fair or frac trada except te ay Chat ho was an
enthuelsutio free trader, and ahoulai b. sarry ta
Sund anlything passed oluhiug with thaeresolu-


