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Jommervial Union With the Colonies.

At the special autumn meeting of the Convo.
cation of the Chamberas ot Commerce of tho
United Kingdom, held Intely at Newport, the
yuestion of commoroial unton witk tha colonles
was discussed as follows :

Mr. Chorles J. Wilton (South of Scotlaud)
moved : ' That a commercial union botween
the colonies and the mother country would
toud to promote the permancnco and prosperity
of the British Empire. This Association would
thereforo urge hor Majesty’s Governinent to
take overy posstble opportunity of furthoring
this object, nud as 0 means to this end to hava
the conditions of our foreign treaties nltored as
soon as poisible, which prevent our colonios
from giving the goods of the mother countr¥
spcckﬁ privileges whon they desire to doeo ™

That a closer commorcial connection between
the colonics aud the mother country would be
advantageous appearod to him to go without
eaying. The timo had long gone by when we
:houlﬁ contemplate with equanimity the inde.
pendence of any of our colonies which involved
soparation from the empire. Tho president, iy
the very exccllent speeoh which he made last
year on this aubjcot, and which must atill be

rosont tothe miands of all thoso who were priv.
neged to hear him, jaid, **We aro surrounded
ty hostilo tariffs, our goods are oxcluded from
many markets, and one effeot of atrongthening
our position by commercial union would be to
lessen the disadvauteges under which we
Jabor.” Kvery ono who 1o his individual expert.
onco bad to fiud o sale for his productions in
forcign markets whero there were high tariffs
would hail with delight anything which would
lessen the disadvnatage under which they
laboured. Whun Great Britain, in the fuluess
of her heart, gave her larger colonies the right
of self-government, he did not think anyone
would have eaid she did wroog if #he had made
it a tlipulation that there should free trade all
1ound butween the colonies and the Mother
Couniry, but that opportunity bhaving been
missed we must now try what could be done by
arrangement.  Sincs they last met, there had
Leen a second Congress of Chambers of Com-
morco of the Empire, aud commercial union
with the colonies might be eaid to have been
the principal question which came under dis.
cussion at that meeting, Ha thought he might
say that the almost universal feeling of that
meoting was, that we should as far ay possible
bave free trade within the empire. It was
pointed out in the discussion that America was
the greatest fres trade nation in the world,
becauss it was an article of theic constitution
that there must be free trade between all states
of the union, and that there should be no
barrier to the free interchange of commodities
within theirgreat Commonwealth. Mr.Goschen,
in commeuting upon this statement, was re.
ported to have said, *‘If our co'onies were pre
pared for a customs union in that scnse—that
there should be free trade with no barrier of
customs to keep out Eoglish goods from the
colonies ot colonial produce from this country
—then I should say the colonies mean business,
and let us aee how far we caun recoastruct any
portion of our fiscal system to meet those
views.” It was answered by soms of the dole-
gates from the colonies that revenue could not
o raised without customs duties, that their
sparsely peupled country could not bo attacked
by the revonue officers in the rume way that
was quite possible and quite convenient io
Eogland. Mc, Nevile Lubock, in replying to
that proposition, said that there was nothing in
the free trade basia which would preveat any
of the colonies levying any customs duties they
pleased, provided they also imposed an equiv-
alent excise duty upon the same commodity
produced by themselves, and in that way
* presorving the equality of conditions.” 1t
appeared to him that this was a basis on which
they all could uuite, A very important par$
in the discusaion at the Congress was taken by
delegates from Canads, who practically told
them that tho present state of matters could

not go on, and tholr proposition, put shortly,
was that wo should levy a tax of 6 per cent. ad
valorem upon all produce received into this
country from outside the British Empire, and
that all received from tho British Empire
should bo free, thus giving Canada and tho
other colonies a preferential  pPosition over
forcign couvteies to the extent of § per cent,
In retura for this, they proposed to admit all
B itish guods at 5 poer cont less than their
ordinary tariff sntex, and that the sums derived
fron these 5 poer cent duties should g0 to a
gouoral fund tor defence. It ajppeared to him
that thoy put this proposition forward practic
ally saying to us, that they had been offered
commorcial union with the Uuited States,
which meant free trade with cigty millions of
prosperous pcoplo oloso to their owa doors, nud
the only thing which prevented them accepting
tho offor, which was a very advautazoous one
for them, was tho sentimental desiro which
thoy have of remaining fu connection with the
Mother Country, Ist them consider what
commercial union between tho States and
Caoada meant, Its practical effort would be
to raiso the Canadian tariff to the lavel of the
McKioloy tariff, thus shutting out the goods of
Groat Britain, It could be ensily seen thatcom.
mercial uoion on such a hasic would in a very
short timo mean politicial union also with the
Stites, It had been poiuted out very fairly by
Me, Parkin, in his book upon Federation with
the Coliniex, how important it w~as for the
commerce of Great Britain that Canada should
remain a ra ¢ of the Empire, in order that we
might have not only the Canadian coaling porte
ang shelter on the catt coast, but that we
might have direct communication by the Cau.
adian Pacific Railway with tho west coast,
and command the commerce and protect our
shipping in the Pacific ocean from Vancouver
on the north, to Australa and New Zea'and on
the south. In epite of the apparent threat by
the Canadian delegates that, if theic propositicn
was not accepted, they must adopt the other
alternaiive, the meeting voted that the propos
ed duty could not be lovied. In conversation
with some of the del:gates afterwards, he had
pointed out to them that we alrendy found the
requisite funds for National and Imperial
defence, and that therefore it was not necessary
that we should find the money exactly in the
way they proposed, but that, if they were as
well disposed to the mother country as their
speeches indicated, they mnigat well prove the
fact by reducing the tariff on goods imparted
from Britain into Canada by 5§ per cent. as com.
pared with foreiga produce, even though we
could not see our way to adopting the other
half of their proposition. This they at once
answered by saying that they would gladly do
go,but that we had made it impossible
by our treatics with other countries,
thus raising the very difficulty which was
also stated by the president at Dublin last year,
when he said, ‘“We have created difticulties for
oursalves by legislation in days gone by—arti-
ficial arrangaments, which gceatly bamper us.
I refer, of course, to the treaties with Belgium
and the German Zollvereia of 1862 and 1865,
by which we undertook that our colonies should
not impose differential duties on foreign goads
in favor of our own. I think that though
that objection is a real one, it is not
insuperable, but one that we must ask the
successors of those statesmen who made these
treaties to consider how best they can get rid
of such a difficulty.” Let it be understood that
it was the demand of the people and of Cham.
bers of Commerce that in future no such treat.
ies should be made (hear, hear), that our Colo
nies should not be regarded as foreign countries
(hear, hear), but ersentially a8 a part of the
Empire. The resolution which he had to pro-
pose was the necessary cqrollary of this propo-
sition, and they were fortunate in having as
President one who could eo fully grasp all such
questions, and this was, therefors, a very fit-
ting time for pressing upan the Government
their desiro that such restriction should, if
possible, be removed; so that, in fact, there

should be no barrier which should prevent them

from making any arrangement with the colo-
nies which thefr conunon int-reta, thele com-
moa pation, nud their comr-on Ewpire might
sugest as being doritable,  (Appluse.)

Me. J. W, Vonke, (Biemingham) reconded,
siating that, bofore ho procoeded further, he
should like to take the opportunity of express.
ing, what he kuew was tho fecliug of a1 the
delegates the e, tho pleasuro they experlenc |
at sceing Sir Altert Rollit take the chair for
the first time us president at & meeting of the
sssucintion, and also the pleasuro with which
thoy had bestid the nddress helad just deliv-

ered to thom. (Hear, heoar) = He felt
thut there was a strorg desita  that
the colovies should not we treated an

foreign pations, and it was tho key-nite of
tho [;ropmal now before them, fu “which ho
would suggest that tho words “and di penden
cies” should be added, as in any arrsugement
that m:f;hb be made we could wot exclude the
geent depandency of Indin. (Hear, hiar)
‘Thoso who were preseut at tho meetings of the
Chambers of Commorce of the empire must hate
been profoundly impreesed with the progress
this queation had mado durli g the fivo years
between the firat and sccond meetiogs  Whilst
at tho tinst meoting the atrong desire for com
mercisl union was very evident in the minds of
many of thoso representing the colonies, thero
was o disinclination to interefere with our
p lioy of free imposts. At the second mesting
the question was brought upin a very distine®
form and although the vote was sgainst the
Eroponl to levy a differential duty, progrees

ad been made duriog the fivo ycars. This had
given satisfaction to those who desired to sec
Imperial federation upon the basisand principle
of commercial intovest. Although, a3 he knew,
they wero told that tho Pan-Americua system,
which had been extended as far down as Brazil,
was a very barbarous svstem, yet, at the same
time, if we coald get special ‘advantages from
our colunies, and wo covld ccnzede them special
advaptuges—our interests being chiefly manu-
factwiing interests, while theirs were chiefly
agricultural or miners) producing interests—
much wouli be dono tosard brivging about a
strengthevitg of thosa bonds of empire of which
the president had spoken. (H:ar, hear.) The
position of Cunada was more important than
might be supposed; the United Scates wera al.
ways trying co rcion on the one hand, aud ca-
j lery on the other; attempting to cajole Can.
ada by offers of reciprocity, and to coerce bLer
by imposing almost prohibitive duties upon the
produce which formed the larger part of her ex-
pott trade. Without expressing their opinion
on the questions of free or fair trade, they could
fairly unito in supportiog a resolution of this
kind, which did not bind them in any speoial
dicection, but asked the government o take
away the hiadrances which 1 vy in the way of
their object, and then ace whac practical work
could be done with the conseat of the colonies
towards bringiog about that great commaeroial
federation as the only meaus by which the
Empire could be strengthened and consolidated.
(Hear, hear.)

Mr. R. D. Burnie, M.P., (Swansea) had
hoped some onc would have moved an amend.
ment to the resolution, but &s no one had dono
g0 he would. Although he was not prepared
to make a speoch, he wished to direct the at-
tention of the meoting to the vital impartsnce
of the reaclution, The amendment he would
move was this: that all tho words afcer the
word ‘“‘object” should be omitted, and the fol-
lowing words be inserted :—

** Oa the basis of Universal Free Trade bo-
tween the Colonies and the Mother Country.”

That would practicaily be the rezolution of
the Hult Chamber. It appesred to him that 1
talk about altering the treaties mentioned in
the resolgtxon as though they did not raise im-
portant issues was not the proper course for
tho association to pursue, and they ought to
discuss a little before arriving at such a conclu-
sion. He would oot enter oa the question of
fair or frec wrade excopt to say that he was an
enthusiastic free trader, and should be sorry to
find anything passed clashing with the resolu.



