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"I'hore is littlo use in deseribing how
wo folt the other day when we took
our geat at the solerun opening of tho
new Provincial House of Assembly.
The Tvroalo Horld said that the
Legislative Chamber overflowed with
brain, bravery and beauty. Certainly
the scens was worthy of the occasion
—the hall handsome, lofty and richly
decorated, was rendered more charm-
ing by thoso who crowded floor and
galleries and mombers’ places. If the
Witenagomot that assembies there
does not make good laws for our pres-
perous Province wo shall lose con-
fidence in the wisdom df man, and the
advantages of good surroundings. His
honor, the Lieutenant-Governor, read
in clear voice the speech from the
throne :

It gives me great pleaturo to meet you a8

a legulative assembly for the first timo aince
my afpomtmcnt as Licutenant-Governor ;
and it is peculiarly gratifying that Iam
rivileged to do so.n theso beautiful build-
Ea now 80 noarly comploted and so well
apted for your accommodation and the
convenienco of the fublio service. I rogret
that the condition of the work did not admit
of my calling yon togother at an earlior day.
It is a sourco of historical interest to re-
momber that I am addressing the legislative

rssembly of thie province iu thefirat yesr.of -|-

the second century of the existenco of repro-
sentative government in Canada, Tho pro-
gross of ovents from the first parliament,
opened by His Excolloncy Governor Simoos,
at Nisgara in 1782, to the opening of this
liament to-day, shows what great strides
ave been made towards the development of
tho country and the enlargement of the
privileges of citizenship under tho constitu-
tion given tous by ths Imperial Parliament.

As a nativo of Oatario, and for many years |.

connected with the puablic life of Canads, I
rejoice to bolieve that under our prosent re-
lations with tho Empire wo can enjoy every
right and privilogo necessary to (the fullest
exercise of solf-government.

1t affords meo pleasure to state that the
harvest of tho past yecar, while not so
abandant as that of 1591, .as atill a satis-
factory oce. Tho genoral awakening of
sgriculturalists in tho provincs tothe import-
ancd of the dairy industry and of its more
cxtended development is apparent from the
increasing number of creamerics and checso
factorics ostablished during tho past year.
Tho Instruction given by means of the
treveolling dairy has been attended with
geatifying rosults, and is atill cagerly songht
for. The approciation of practical informa.
tion and advanced methods in all branches
of husbandry continues to be vory marked,
At no previous period bas tho demand for

ublications in connection with agricalture
n 50 groat as at present. Much activity
revails among farmers’ institutes and other
Bindmd asiociations, all of wbich are en.
larging their spheres of usefulness, and
bocoming moro than ever the means of dis
seminating valuable information with re-
spect to agricalture.

You will be pleased to learn that the
Agricaltural Collego is now taxed to its
utmost cspacity, 80 great has the desiro of
farmers’ a0ns become to qualify themselves
thoroughly for tho profession of agricuitur-
iats. Tho nfccia\ dairy course in connootion
with tho collngo has proved ao satisfactory
that, notwithstanding the liberal provision
mado for this dopartinent, moro than half
the applicants for admission to the course
ars untble to find accommodation. You
will learn with pleasure, that by a course of
lectures at the college during the summer
holidsys an opportunity is to ba afforded
teachers to quzlify in presenting tho rudi-
ments of agﬂculturo in our public schools.
1 have no doabt that the effect of thiz will
bo to ronder tho pursuits of rural life more
attractivo to tho young and that this and
other measures adoptod tond to makeo the

tion of the agriculturist as much to be
osired for ita pleasnres and rowards as that
of any othar calling or profession.

Tho roport of tho commissioners on tho

prisoa and reformatory system of the pro-

vinoco has for more than a year been before
the pablic. It affords a valuabloe contribu-
tion to tho stock of information regarding
tho varlous methods of dealing with tho
criminal clnsses, the withdrawal of aban.
Joned and noeglected children from criminal
and dangorous assoclations, With this view
a measuro will bo lntroduced for tho better
protection of children, the provisions of
which I commend to your most careful con-
sideration. ¢

Tho salutary effects of the Insurance
Corporations’ Act of tho last sesion havo
alroady beon distinctly seen, A firm ad
ministration of tho act has excludoed from
Oatario numerous fraudulent or spsoulative
socletles which professed to securo to per-
sons of small meana large sums in the form
of endowment or lifo insurance. The pro-
vinco haa thus been saved from the loss and
distress which, during tho past fow months
tho collapac of such sociotics has occasiono
in tho neighboring states of tho Union.

I am ablo to cougratulate yon opon the
marked {mprovement in tho state of the
lumber trado, the prosperity of which is of
s0 much importance to the rovenuo and
other rublic interests of the Province, This
increased sctivitg during the past year
afforded a favorable opportunity to seil at

ublic auction the right to cut the pino tim

r upon a limited area in the southern part
of tho district of Nipissing, and on some
oxposed berths on the north shore of
Georgian Bay and of some scattered berths
in the weatern distriots held over from the
sale of 1800, containing in all about 633
tquaro miles, I am pleased to stato that
tho prices obtained were high beyond prece-
dent, averaging $3,657 per. milo, and this
although the dues to bo paid on the timber
when cut were increased by onc-fourth an
compared with tho dues Ea ablo on berths
formerly sold in the Nipissing and Algoma
Districts. In addition to the annual rental
and timber duos, which will bo paid ianto
the Provincial Treasury upon the timber
when cut, a sum of over $2,250,000 was
realized by boous. The commissionera a
pointed to consider tho fitness of certain
territory in the Distriot of Nipissing south
of tho River Mattawa for the purposs of
forest resorvation and national park have
completed the duties assigned to them.
They havo collected much useful information
touching the objects of the commisaion, and
have made their report, which will be laid

before you. A bill to establish a national
aark will be submitted for your considera.
on.

Tho extensive systems of drainage which
many municipalities had undertaken in
order to render their swamp lands fit for
tillags led to difficulties in adjusting privato
and municipsl rights, These difficulties
could not be satisfactorily sattled without
the fullest possible information on all the
issues involved, and to procure sach infor-
mation my predecessor caused a commissicn
to be issncd on the whole question of drain-
ago. The roport of the commissionors wifl
bo 1aid before you, and a bill dealing with
the subject will be submitted for your con-
sidoration.

The report of tho eomumissioners on the
dehorning of cattlo and on assessment lawa
will be laid beforo you, and will, I trust, bo
found useful,

A bill consolidating and amending the
various acts reapooting the University of
Toronto, 2 bill consolidating and amending
the rogistry acts, a bill respocting labor
liens, and a bill with regard to voters’ lists
in citles, will, with other bills, bo submitted
{or your consideration,

Tho estimates of the curront year will at
an carly date bo submitted for your approval.
Thoy will bo found to bave been prepared
with cconomy consistont with the officiency
of the public service.

I am glad to feel asanrod thet your legs-
lative labors during tho prosent scssion will
bo characterized by the samo earncat care
and thoughtful attention which havo heroto-
fore marked tho work of the Legislative
Assembly of my native province,

The Holy Father gave a private
audience lately to Mr. Stephen Mori-
arty, introduced by Monsignor Merry
del Vai. Mr. Moriarty, who had with
him = phonograph, by means of
which he delivered an address in
Ttalian, congratulating the Pope on
his Jubilee, went on to say that he

felt doeply honoured in being the
bearar of two messages-—one from the
lato Cardinal Manning and tho other
frcm Cardinal Gibbons, whoe would in
their own voices expross their dovotion
to His Holiness. He concluded by
thanking the Pope for the honour he
had conferred upon him by granting
this sudionce, and entreated him to
speak into the phonograph some
oxpression of love and his blessing,
which might be delivered to tho Catho-
lics of America on the occasion of the
opening of the Chicago Exposition.
He pointed out that if the Holy Fathex
granted his request, it would be the
first time in the history of the Papacy
that the voice of the Bovereign Pontift
bad been heard in America. The
Pope then listened to the message
from the late Cardinal Manning, in
which His Eminence asked fora bless-
ing, and expressed a hope that the
Catholic faith would soon spread over
tho whole world. The Pontiff was
greatly affected when he heard the
voice of the dead Cardinal, Fe then
heard the message of Cardinal Gib-
bons, who asked for the blessing of
God upon the Pope. His Holiness
promised to grant Mr. Moriarty's re-
quest bysendinga phonograph message
to the United States, and invited him
to return on the following day.

Turning to Mr. Moriarty, the Pon.
tiff observed : * I hand you this mes-
sage ; guard it carefully, for it is the
expresgsion of my love for all the
people of the United States. I wish
you to deliver it with your own hands
to the President.” Mr. Moriarty as-
sured the Supreme Pontiff that he
would guard the communication until
it was transmitted to President Cleve-
land, as the most sacred message ever
entrosted to him.

His Holiness subsequontly expressed
the great interest he felt in the Chicsgo
Exbibition. The message to the
Chief Magistrate of the United States
will not be made public before it has
been reproduced in America. Prior
to the conclasion of ;the audience at
the Vatican, however, his Holiness’
words were, at his own request, made
audible to himself and the personages
in attendance. On hearing the sounds
he exelaimed: “It is my voice!
This 18, indeed, wonderful.” With
eagerness the Holy Futher caused the
message of Cardinal Manning to be
repeated. Thig was done; and then
the cylinders which record the vibra-
tions of the voice, and which can be
gent by post instead of a written
letter, were shown to the Pope, who
displayed unbounded interest 1n them.
This, he remarked, would indeed revo-
Iutionize the ar: of writing, since
every inflection of tho voise, and every
syllable and word are recorded, and
can be degspatched with wonderful
exactitude.

Mr. Gladstone moved the second
reading of the Home Rule Bill bofore
a small hiouss. Many of the Tory
members have been spending a joyous
Easter tido 1n stirringup peor ignorant
oclods to rebellion under the name of
loyalty. Mr. Gladstone's speech, how-
ever, was a model of earnest, thought-
ful polioy. Ho appealed to history, to
reason, to justice on behalf of Ireland.
His lnstorical arguments were eapeci-
ally well taken, Concerning the diid-
oulty of Irish members voting on no-
confidence motions, he pointed out
that 1n 60 years thers had boon 12
instances of Governmental dofeat, and
in no case had it been on a purely
British question.

Mr. Balfour in Belfast would
soarcely be known as the ¢ Bloody ™'
Balfour of Connemara or the *¢ Miss
Olara” of the Imperial Parliament. It
maust be a new sensation to hum to be
a hero; but if it be true what Carlyle
says, that men recognize their own
qualities in a man and constitute him
their hero, then the doughty Arthur
of the new knighthood cannot feal
highly honored. As usual, he 18 using
the word * loyalty" with all the wild.
ness with which Robespierre prated of
“ liberty.” It is difficult to say which
is more sbsu?d—lo_yalt.y and moon.
light drills, or liberty and the guil-
lotine, They will go down to history
together.

s 8quire " Smalley sends his usual
budget of Toryism to the New York
Tyibune. 1t is full of wondrous tales
of what the Orangemen sre doing,
and what they are *‘going to do.”
To some men history teaches nothing.
Orangeism 18 nearly 100 years old,
and it hag all this time been in an
aggravated state of * going-to-do.”
In tho namo of the * glorious prin-
ociples of Protestantism,” they have
been * going to " throw themselves in
the way of every sckeme for the better-
ment of a race for all that period, but
they have prevented nothing. We
expact they will keep quictly to the
things they really can do—pass reso-
lutions without number, drink the
« immortal memory," and, to let out
their overflowing Christismty, occa-
sionally kill some poor ‘¢ Papists ** in
Belfast or Portadown.

The debate on the Behring Sea
question ‘“drags its slow length
along;” o little excitement was stirred
up by the objections raised by Ameri-
can ocounsel against Great Britain
introducing supplementary evidence.

The labor troubles at Hull have
caused grest excitement. The union
men attacked the nonunion laborers,
who had to be protected by squads of
police and & detachment of dragoouns.
Gun-boats have heen ordered to the
harbor to protect shipping. The case
is aggravated by the refusal of the
cwners to treat with the men.



