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‘PHILOSOPHICAL REFLECTIONS,
e 8 W
THE MOON.
Concluded.

Qur fuvenile ronders inay naturally expsct, on
such a subject, that eclipses, with winch the
mooen has much to do, wasld not be overleoked.
Tt is well known, that opagquo bodies, whenox
posed to the light, must cast a shadew An
eclipse of tho moon in thorefora occasioned by
tho carth’s shadew falling on the moon, when
at full, as the eatth passes between the sun end
the moon. “Fhe orbit of the muon dues not come-
aide with the plane of the eart’s orbit, but -
tarnects it, and at tha rematest part, 1s elevated
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planets we have compared, My anawer to this
will boe, that the very difference which is now
abjected, will rather strengthen the force of
my asgument thon lessen iy valuo: we find,
even upan aur globe, that there 1 the most
steking difference in the situation of the crea.
tures that hivo upon it.  While man walks upon
the grouad, the birds {ly ws the aw, and fishes
switn inthe waler: wo certainly canpot object
to the conveniences afforded by tha moon, if
thaso that are to inhabit its regrons are fitted to
theis conditions, as well as we cu thwy globe are
1o ours

Theso considerations, while they teach us
the mdescribable wisdom, power, and goodness
of ths almighty, show us what puor dumnutive

rather mose than five degrecz above it, and con-{creatures we are, and 1 what 8 state of igno-
sequently, on the opposite part, depressed &srance we are born.  The hitlo knowledge we
tuch belaw it; these points af intersection are|have is the result of much obsesvation ond re-

called nodes, and when the {ull moon happeas
within sbout 12 degrees of these nodes, it can-
not escape the earth’s shudow, and is said to be
partially or folally eclipsed, according as a part
ar the whole of her 13 avershadawed. On the
cantrary, an eclipse of the sun is accasioned by
the moon passing briween the earth andthe
sun, which can enly take place when at her con-
junction sk~ ia near one of the nodes. It is
among the numerous beoefits of philasaphical
furmation, that these necessary occurences fio
langer offright us There was a time when the
waords of our groat poet were very applicable:

e att Ay when the sun,——
from bohind tho moan,
In dum ochipse, disastrous twihight sheds
On half ihe nations, and wiih fear of changs
Perpleses monarchies.”

Every one is aware that the face of the moon
is not equaily for 2nd lued in every pait.
Chuldren ure frequently heard indulging thew
wmagination in its appearance.  The telescope
has enabled astronomess to ohserve those ine-
qunlittes and parts of d.ffirent colours, and
from tho analogy of many circumstances be
tween the earth and its satellile, it is not surpris-
iug that the names of hille, valleys, and volea
ancs should have been assigned to these urego
larities. Indeed such has been the industry
with which these observations have been pursu
ed, that names have been given to its wountains
&e. and maps deawn of its surface.  “Thol there
e something more than conjecture in this, will
wnerensingly appear as we candidly investigate
the subjects. It s found there are clevated
pasts in the muon’s surface, becnuse shadows
sra cast, and, in sl situations of the moon, these
shadows are in 8 diwection from the sun, and,
on the coatrary, the valleys are always dark
next the sun, and ddlumioated on the opposie
pssts.  From these asslagous sppearances, the
veference that it is the seat of hfe is oatues)
¢ 1lerschel has very exphcitly declyred he
opinion 10 the Philusuphicad Transactions: “ ke
may be objected, that we pereeive ao large seax
tn the muen, that ds atmosphere (the ex:astence
of which has cven been doubled by many) «
axtremely 1ace, and unfit for the purposes of
animal hie, thal its clinates, s scasvbs, and
the fength of s days tutally differ from ours,
that withaut dense clouds, {(which the moon
has not,) there can be na rain; perhaps no
nivers, uo lakes.  In short, natwithstanding the
winlority which lhas been pointed out, there
scems to be a decded difference in the two
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ficetion, happiy, if iv the best sense we are
cluldren of Gud, ‘“what we know not now we
shall know hereafter.” The pericd will arrive,
when vur faculties shall be enlarged and sanch-
fied, and the means of improvement be perfect
nnd haly. DMay cach of us share in such felicity.

NARBRATIVE.

st O3
From the New-England Review.
THE WIFE.

% You know, dear, I am a spoiled child, |
must have my own way (his fime,” said Dirs
Finlav,a beautiful bride, to her adoting husband.

Finlay was a young lawyer of fine talents just
getling into axlensive praclice; it was pueegsary
that hie should remamn m the city, but a sironper
necessity wus upon him, his cara sposa wauld go
into the country, to be present at the wedding .°
a friend.

¢ But, dearest you know [ have seversl impor-
iant cases upon the docket, winch are just
about to betried; my clienta wilt ba diasatwfied,”
soid Finlay, in that tone of mild entreaty, wluch
shonld find its nstant way to & womans hearl.

« N imanrte; let them ga, you will have some-
thing besides clients to live upon, you know, one
of these days.”

There was much pride, little sense, and a
great want of feeling in this speech. Drs Fin
iay’s expectations e}l depended vpon a kind w
dulgent father, during whose hfe time the)
could not be realised. Finlay felt it jar vpon
hin heart strings and vibrate to tha very core,
but he excused it, or set it anide. *Sheisn
beatiful thoughlless creature, she cannot be un
feeling.”

T'o the country they went. ¢ Well, though
Finlay, **1shail have exquisite pleasure, in
pointing out to my Caroline, some favorite
scenes, some striking viewe, which may have
escaped her notice,  FFz musl aometimes make
sacrifices {o those we love, leaving town, after all
was a matter of hittls conzequence.”

The bom ghded almast with the rapidity of
ught, over the smooth deep Hudson.

+* Come upnr deck, Caroline, wo are near-
ing th’e Highlands, never did they look 80 splen-
didly.”

Ixy was the mementary glow of radiant coloring
which a happy heast gives ta natare, that at this
moment tested so gloriously upoen the pietur-
eaque Highlands.

i Come, Mrs, F— " said Finlay, cerefully
wrapping the shawl about the delicate form of]

his beautiful wile.

« Why Guorge, du you think Ihad never
been up the river before in my lifo,” said Caro.
line, who was in the midst of an animsted ducus
giun upon the merits of their respective millinen,
» | have saen the Fhghlands a thousand times,
all that romantic stuffss out of fasluen; quite
outre nobedy talks of * the eautice of nature”
now, but bourding schonl misses.”

‘Thus repulsed, Fialay left hor, and tock lug
seat upon the deck with a migh.

st Dut of fashion,” thought he, 2nd his noble
furehend was wrinkled with frawns, s proud lp
curled, and & momeutary flash Hominnted hy
dark eyes with unwonted firo. * Ont of fashiont -
Theso towering, frowmng pelisadoes, th dark
aver, yender nsing moon!” e fell suto a rev.
erte, leng and deep, for now he could not enjoy -
these things, alone. At the end of u, all thy
wortld’s consoler Hope, whispered kindly, %k
certmnly has sensibnlity, her mnd s plastic, |
can mwauld it ioto any forny, und makeita com
plete reflection of my own” '

Conjugal affection is a delicate plant.~Th
first rude shuke sometimes sculters s fusr leave
tv the four winds of heaven. If but nne leaf i
tarn away, 2!l the others are lovsened.  In poot
Finluy’s case, they followed one by one in rapid
succession.

A few weeks in the country entirely dispelled.
the illusion which love had ihrown around b
do}—the celestial halo, which was only a halls.
cmatean of his awn imagination,bod departed {or-
ever. He had married a bezatiful weak womss
with whom hu refined mind could hold no conw
munion

Fnlay returned to fown an altered man. Hu
tugh ambiton had been sanchfied in hisown estr
mation, because it was notentirely,a selfish feek
ng. In all hie visions of success, his honort
were to be laid at the feet of his Casuline,

He entered agam upon his Jaheriovs empley-
ment; he was for a tune entirely devated to bus:
ness, and lost all care and reflectiun in the clos
attention which he gave to ks professwonal do-
ties.  But soon, he needed relaxgtion; some
placato which he coald tesost, to spend a foy
hours in pleasure. Home did not afford ot ‘Th
sparled, heartless Carohine was engaged in &
endless round of fashionable smscments. Whes
at home she was weary, vapid, peevish. Sh
needed the excuement and admiration of & crows
to give her aimation, It was not worth whil
to exert herselfto please one, and he only be
husband. ,

Thus dnven from that home, which shalé
have been the haven of vest jsnd peace, Fonly
fled to the soctety of the gay, dissspated yousy
men,

Soon, his affice and iaw bsoks were forsk
ken His clients? {requent knocks were unaz-
awered; they became less and less frequent, saf
at length ceased entirely. They had lost ther
advocate, their counseller, He had rendertd
timsell uoworthy of their coofidence  Th
highly gifted, awmbitious Finlay had becowa s
druskard.

Aftes u few years, Caroline refurned tohet
father's house because her husband was nolong-
er able to sapport her; she returned a faded, dis-
appomted, wretched woman. The viper sting of
conscience, told her, that shs bad broughtall
her misery upon herselfl

Why will not woman learnher own happines?
Can one whose every thought before marniage



