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of the Iroquois. Accordingly, they returned towards
the village reciting the rosary, and had said the fourth

decade when they reached the gate.
m‘““‘“’ They stopped to listen to what the

at last 3

young men were saying when one of
these drew a hatchet which he had kept concealed
beneath his blanket and dealt a blow with it on the
head of René Goupil, felling the victim to the ground.
Goupil was still conscious, for he recalled at that
moment an agreement he had made with Father
Jogues to invoke the Holy Name of Jesus in order
to obtain the indulgence. Looking for a similar
end, the Jesuit knelt to receive his blow, but the
murderer remarked that he had not permission to
kill him, as he was under the protection of another
family. Jogues then rose to his feet, and pronounced
a last absolution over the young man who was un-
conscious but still breathing. Two more blows of
the hatchet completed the murderous deed; the
soul of the heroic Goupil left his body and went to
meet its Maker.

“It was on the twenty-ninth of September, feast
of St. Michael,” wrote Father Jogues later, ‘“when this
angel of innocence and martyr of Jesus Christ gave
his life for Him who had given him His. They
ordered me to return to my cabin where I waited the
rest of the day looking for the same fate. It was
fully their purpose to kill me; but our Lord did not
permit it. The next morning I went to enquire where
they had thrown the blessed body, for I wished to
bury it at any cost. Certain Iroquois said to me:
‘You have no sense. Don't you see that they are




