
PERSEVERANCE. 29

«>

in battle. My knowledge of seamanship got me
promoted to the post of a petty officer ; and at the

peace I was paid off, and received a pretty sum for

wages and prize-money. With this I set off for

London ; but 1 had experienced too much distress

from want to be inclined to squander away my
money, so I put it into a banker's hands, and
began to look out for some new way of life.

" Unfortunately, there were some things of

which I had no more experience than a child, and
the tricks of London were among these. An ad-

vertisement, offering extraordinary advantages to

a partner in a commercial concern, who could

bring a small capital, tempted me to make inquiry

about the matter : and I was soon cajoled by a
plausible artful fellow to venture my whole stock

in it. The business was a manufacture, about
which I knew nothing at all ; but as 1 was not

afraid of my labour, I set about working as they

directed me, with great diligence, and thought all

was going on prosperously. One morning, on
coming to the office, I found my partners de-

camped ; and the same day I was arrested for a

considerable sum due by the partnership. It was
in vain for me to think of getting bail, so I was
obliged to go to prison. Here I should have been
half starved but for my Moorish trade of mat-
making, by the help of which I bettered my con-

dition forsome months; when the creditors, finding

that nothing could be got out of me, suffered me
to be set at liberty.

<'I was now in the wide world without a
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