
GENERAL REMARKS.
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3. The variation, given in Des Barrcs' charts, was probably Erroneous /'«-

correct for the time when the charts were made ; and though "" ""**

greatly changed since, has been copied nevertheless into most of

the charts in general use. For instance, in some of those charts

the variation at Anticosti is given as 17° west, too little by three-

quarters of a point. The effect of this upon the run of a vessel

from the entrance of the Gulf to Anticosti, or from the latter to

Point de Monts, will be obvious to any seaman, and has doubtless

occasionally been one cause of shipwreck.

4. There is another source of error, independent of charts Deriaiion, ur

altogether, which it is astonishing to find obtaining so little ,/„',_

attention, particularly in the merchant service, considering how

much has been written concerning it of late years. I allude to the

deviation, or local attraction of the needle. This subject may be

seen fully treated in Mr. Barlow's treatise on magnetic attrac-

tion ; and Sc^resby in his works on the arctic regions, and on the

Greenland whale fishery, gives many valuable and practical

directions respecting the methods available under different cir-

cumstances, for finding its amount in various positions of the

ship's head, and applying a correction accordingly to the course

steered. The amount of error from this cause will be a point of

the compass in most vessels, and, in particular circumstances,

may become twice that quantity in those latitudes.

5. An opinion is prevalent that the compasses of vessels arc Miifj/neUr

disturbed in the Gulf and River St. Lawrence, and such dis- "iJre.

turbance has been attributed to the magnetic ores of iron in tlic

hills, particularly those of the north coast. The magnetic oxide

of iron does exist abundantly, and attracts the needle very power-

fully at some points, particularly along the const from the Bay of

Seven Islands eastward. Among the Mingan Islands, we found

the watuT, a nupcriur line HhuuUlbe um])loyi'd fur the imrpoiiv. Whon Hailing;

ut a ratu nut uxcuciliiiff .' kiiut!i, liuttuin may bu struck in .')U tUihuinvui' wiitur,

and when goin); Hlower, at Htill )^i'uti-r (lF|ith§ ; liiit thi> hnllow rylinder nf thu

wiiifp will sfldum hear thu pii'bmiru, at dcjiths much exci't'din^; lUU lathumy.

The deep Nea lead line, with the niacliine uttavhed, 8hutild be puimed I'ui ward,

from the weutlur ([uarter of tlio vessel, uutsidu all, to the weather cathead,

or bowitprit end. If going nIuw, it nmy lio dropped, viry conveniintly,

from the weather ^anpvny, a1 aft tliu fore ri^gin^:, taking cart!, in ail

eaaei, to drop it pcrpundicidurly into the sea, and not to throw, or Nwing it,

M ii Mometimei carelently done. An iron staunchion, to ship and iniship. on

either quarter an required, with a snuill iinutrh-blork attached, to pHSH thu

line through, will en<ible I or .'> liandH to walk the lend line in uith e.ise and

expedition, Mr. MavHey Iiuh recently much improved thiit tnuchinv.
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