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can now with the utmoft facility lecure the inland coun- 1756.

tiy, and confine us to the veiy brinks of the ocean —- a

free communication is opened betweenCanada andLouifi-

ana; and all our intercourfe with the Indians totally

reicinded. The enemy, on the other hand, may, with-

oiit oppofition or reftraint, render thefe innumerable tribes

of favages their allies and dependants. The Six Nations

are more wavering than ever : and fhould they no longer

think k expedient to preferve their neutrality, the whole

continent mud inevitably become a field of blood.

Whatever maybe thought of thefe colonies, which ofThe colonics

late have been magnified for their numbers and opu-erfuUsima-

lence, I do afliire yorr Lordfhip, that a fhort war wilF'"****

eflS^ually exhaufl them. Their fetdements are feat-

tered ; their frontiers extenfive ; the inhabitants but few,

generally in very moderate circumflances, and flill luxu-

and without refources. The irruption of a fewnous,

Indians into Pennfylvania, had already occafioned the

I0& of feveral hundred fouls, and the defblation of near

two thoufand farms. The frontiers of the neighbour-

ing colonies are equally defenceleG : and the power of

the native favages, at prefcnt in the French intereft, is

of itfclf fufEcient, by flow but inevitable means, to re-

duce us to extreme beggary and diflrefs.

Thus, my Lord, I have finifhed the reladon of what General rc.

has hitherto been tranfaded in America. I have not upon tha

only prefentcd you with a feries of the mod interefting^
°^

events, but brought your Lordfhip acquainted with the

S 2 charaders
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