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fevcral fcote miles thereabouts refort to theEnglifh mart

in Hudfon's-Bay. Would not then an eflablifhment

of the French in thofe parts, be of thcgreateft detriment

to us by lofmg fo confiderable a (hare of that trade, and,

being fo beneficial to them, can we flatter ourfelves, they

would be wanting in a proper exertion to effect fuch efta-

blifhment ? Nor could it be expected that the Indians

would undertake a long peregrination to difpofe of their

commodities to our colonies, when they might do it

upon their own fpot fo much more conveniently to the

French with equal, if not greater advantage j for it has-

been remarkable, that the French would rather ^ive an

advanced price, than fufFer our traders to outbid them :

a policy encouraged by their government, which hath fre-

quently reimburfed the loffes of their fubje6ls in Canada

on this occafion.

Will not the French alfo have the fame advantage over

our fouthern colonies by means of the Catawba, Cum-
berland, and Wood rivers, and particularly that of the

Cherokees, a branch of which rifes near the heads of

the rivers Chatahoochee and CoufTa, which communi-

cate with the Gulph of Mexico ? Do not thcfe rivers

afford the profpedl of a moft e^tenfive intercourfe by in-

land navigation over the whole country, beyond the

Apalachian mountains, belonging to Virginia, the Ca-

rolinas, and Georgia? while the French have any foot-

ing with the Indians in thofe parts, or hold the leafl

poiTefHon among them, fhall we not always have broils

and difTentions among them r The Indians beyond

thofe mountains are- fevered from our colonies by a

barrier naturally flrong and important, the Apalachian

mountains j and, at the fame time, greatly fecurcd by

this barrier againft any offenfive attempt from our colo-

ll^

•fi

m_

H me$


