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1 1 <5i1 and precarious tenure-«-namely, the per»

snidion of America, and the generofity of

France. But, in return, have we not re-

llorcd to her an illand, which, in a military

point of view, is above all price, and beyond

all calculation ? Is there a man, however

uninformed, who does not know that St»

Lucia is the key to the whole chain of the

Carribbee Iflands ? Its natural ftrength, its

windward polition, its artificial force, nay,

the very circumftances of its capture, have

rendered it as dear to the pride as to the po-

licy of the Englifh nation. The Unwhole-

fome nature of the climate, which after its

firft conqueft was found to be highly perni-

cious to the troops, is not to be adduced as

a reafon or a juftification for refloring it to

France. That circumftance no lonsjer ex-

ids. The late hurricane in the Weft Indies,

while it fpread defolation round, operated as

a moft falubrious reftorative to the Ifland of

St. Lucia, by clearing the woods; and fuper-

added to this, the exertions and labours of

the experienced officer who has commanded

there for thefe laft two years, have fo amc-

liorated the air of the Morne FortUnee and

\ts vicinity, as to render it one of tho moft
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